Tough talks for US, Russia 


Secretary of state hopes for short-term 
deal to de-escalate tensions. News, Page 4 
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UConn women hold on 


Huskies get sloppy, hold off fourth-quarter 
run to beat Creighton. Sports, Page 1 
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Patriots drop finale 


Dolphins sweep New England for first time 
since the 2000 season. Sports, Page 1 


Chance for snow 
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Chance of late-day snow; 
high of 29. Sports, Page 8 
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Meriden to launch state’s pilot program 


Household food- 
scrap collection to 
help reduce waste 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A pilot food-scrap collection 
set to launch this month in 1,000 
Meriden households is meant to 
spearhead a reduction in organic 


waste throughout Connecticut. 
Green bags will be distributed 
to homes on Jan. 22 and 23 for the 
four-month program, the state 
Department of Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Protection announced. 
The bags will be collected along 
with other trash in orange bags, but 
the organic waste will be sent to 
Quantum Biopower in Southing- 
ton to be transformed into energy. 
“The city of Meriden is leading 
the way by launching this pilot at 


a critical time for Connecticut’s 
waste system,’ DEEP Commis- 
sioner Katie Dykes said. “These 
strategies have been shown to 
work elsewhere in the U.S. and 
abroad.” 

The program is part of an effort 
to address the statewide waste- 
disposal crisis, which will soon get 
worse with the planned shutdown 
of the trash-to-energy plant in 
Hartford in June and the certainty 
that much of Connecticut’s waste 


CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


will be going to out-of-state land- 
fills. State environmental officials 
have been urging recycling and 
reuse solutions. 

The city of Middletown last year 
launched a pioneering food-scrap 
recycling effort, enlisting Main 
Street restaurants in collecting all 
vegetable and meat scraps from 
their kitchens and patrons’ plates. 
The scraps go into yellow-lid- 
ded blue bins and smaller black 
pails, to be collected twice weekly 


“Everyone’s tired now. You frequently hear, ‘I can’t do this anymore. I’m done’ — 
then five minutes later, someone picks them right up and they're back to where they were.” 


— Barbara O’Neill, emergency department nurse at Bristol Hospital 
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Dr. Andrew Lim walks to the Bristol Hospital emergency department with nurse Barbara O’Neill, right, and case manager Theresa Landau. 
COVID-19 pressures have increased patient load and decreased staffing numbers at hospitals across the state. MARK MIRKO PHOTOS/ 
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More patients, fewer 


staff and a lack of beds 


Connecticut emergency departments hit by omicron surge 
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At Bristol Hospital, O’Neill talks in a hallway with President and CEO Kurt Barwis. 


9 children among 19 dead 
in apartment fire in NYC 


Faulty space heater 
to blame for blaze in 
Bronx, officials say 


By Michelle L. Price, 
Bobby Caina Calvan 
and David Porter 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — New York City’s 
deadliest fire in more than three 
decades, killing 19 people Sunday 
at a Bronx apartment building, was 
caused by a faulty space heater, 
officials said. Nine children were 
among the dead. 

Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro 


said the fire “started in a malfunc- 
tioning electric space heater” in 
an apartment unit spanning the 
second and third floors of the 
19-story building. 

The door of the apartment 
was left open, allowing smoke to 
quickly spread throughout the 
building, Nigro said. 

Some residents, trapped in their 
apartments, broke windows for air 
and stuffed wet towels under their 
doors. 

Some residents “could not 
escape because of the volume of 
smoke,’ Nigro said. 
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By Don Stacom | Hartford Courant 


s the omicron surge ran through central 
Connecticut during the holidays, Bris- 
tol Hospital’s emergency department was 
t times handling almost twice its normal 
number of patients — and with a reduced staff. 

“We expect on average about 80 patients in a day. 
Last week we would see peaks of 150,” said Dr. Andrew 
Lim, director of the emergency department. “And that’s 
with less staff. With the positivity rate above 25 percent 
a lot of our staff are becoming sick.” 

The situation is similar in many hospitals across the 
state, where COVID-19 patients are once again filling 
beds after a seasonlong lull following the worst of the 


But at the same time, the ranks of nurses and support 
staff are down, partly because some frustrated and 


A paramedic treats awoman who escaped the deadly fire Sunday in the 
Bronx borough of New York. Dozens of people were injured. THEODORE 
PARISIENNE/FOR NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


by Hartford-based Blue Earth 
Compost. 

DEEP officials say about 35% 
of material sent from Connecti- 
cut homes and businesses to land- 
fills and trash-to-energy plants 
is organic and could be used 
as compost and animal feed or 
converted to gas and fuel at anaer- 
obic digestion facilities. 

The DEEP, Dykes said, has 
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Film tax 
credits 
not 
wotth it 


Hundreds of millions 
spent on jobs before 
Disney closed shop 


By Erica E. Phillips 
CT Mirror 


It was a Hollywood ending, 
but not the good kind. 

An executive decision, made 
in a Disney boardroom thou- 
sands of miles away, led to 
the shuttering of Greenwich 
animation company Blue Sky 
Studios in April, leaving more 
than 450 people out of work. 

The move came after more 
than a decade of state support 
for Blue Sky Studios, in the 
form of hundreds of millions of 
Connecticut taxpayer dollars 
in incentives aimed at creating 
and retaining jobs and economic 
activity. The most recent install- 
ment — a $32 million tax credit 
payment — was disbursed less 
than two weeks before corporate 
parent Disney announced it was 
closing the shop. 

That’s raised questions about 
whether Connecticut should 
keep rolling out the red carpet 
for an industry that is charac- 
teristically fleeting. 

Beyond its home base in 
Hollywood, film and televi- 
sion production is driven by 
tax incentives. Steve Kaplan, a 
representative with The Anima- 
tion Guild in Los Angeles, said 
animation studios in places like 
Atlanta, Portland and Vancouver 
perform a lot of contract work 
for Hollywood conglomerates, 
passing along local tax credits 
to the major studio — often as a 
condition of the contract. 

But with so many tax cred- 
its available across states and 
around the world, Connecti- 
cut’s incentive program may 
not have even factored into 
Disney’s move to shutter Blue 
Sky Studios, Kaplan said. 

“They’re a multinational 
conglomerate. They made a 
decision based on money. I 
doubt the Connecticut incen- 
tive crossed their mind.” 

The dynamics of the 
Hollywood-centered film and 
TV industry aren’t entirely lost 
on the state’s economic devel- 
opment officials. In its 2019 
annual report, DECD found 
that over the last decade, the 
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Restaurants resist 
vaccine mandate 


The state’s digital vaccine 

card was introduced as a tool 
businesses can use protect 
employees and customers. But 
without a mandate, most local 
restaurants don’t plan to use it. 
CONNECTICUT, PAGE 1 
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FROM PAGE ONE 


Bitter cold coming this week, with lows in the single digits 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


After a weekend of snow and icy 
roads, Connecticut should expect 
a few days of bitter cold early in 
the week, with Tuesday especially 
dangerous, according to forecasts. 

Gary Lessor, chief meteorologist 
at the Western Connecticut State 
University Weather Center, said 
Monday should be partly sunny 


Strain 


from Page 1 


burned-out workers left the career. 
Even worse, the highly contagious 
omicron variant is striking hospi- 
tal staff too, sidelining hundreds of 
workers when they’re needed most. 

That means in emergency rooms 
— and across health care — the staff 
is worn down from nearly two years 
of the pandemic and battling a new 
wave of extra work. 

“We have more staff out now than 
last winter or than in the initial surge 
of 2020,” said Caryl Ryan, chief 
nursing officer at UConn’s John 
Dempsey Hospital. “And our patient 
volumes are very high. Our numbers 
for COVID-19 (cases) are going up 
to probably half of where they were 
in the first and second surges, and 
it’s supposed to keep rising for three 
weeks. 

“Our ED is the department that’s 
probably encountered the biggest 
change in patient volume and staff 
outage.” 

The situation is serious at Hart- 
ford HealthCare, parent of Hartford 
Hospital, St. Vincent’s in Bridgeport, 
the Hospital of Central Connecticut, 
Backus Hospital and several others. 

“We have just over 600 Hartford 
HealthCare colleagues who are out 
of work, who are quarantining and 
COVID positive,’ President and 
Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey Flaks 
told anews conference last week. 

At Stamford Hospital, Dr. Rohit 
Bhalla noted that even though 
patient volumes and demand for 
staffare high, hospitals are still doing 
routine services and procedures — 
unlike in the spring of 2020 when 
nearly all of that was suspended. 

“We’re functioning as we 
normally do but at avery, very busy 
level,” Bhalla said. 


All hands on deck 


All of the physicians, nurses and 
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and 25 to 30 degrees, but a late day 
snow shower or flurry is possible as 
an Arctic front comes through the 
state. 

That snow should clear later in 
the evening, with lows in the single 
digits and wind-chill values below 
zero, Lessor said. 

Tuesday will be even more frigid, 
he said. “We’ll be looking at the 
mid-teens for highs with sunshine, 
and wind chill values around zero 


hospital executives who spoke 
with The Courant said the quality 
of care remains strong, but acknowl- 
edged they’re going to extraordinary 
lengths to keep staffing up. 

Nearly all hospitals are shut- 
tling staff from other assignments 
into the emergency department 
or medical floors as needed, and 
offering incentive — sometimes 
triple base bay — to attract staff 
to work overtime. Agencies that 
supply temporary nurses are 
charging even more. 

Bristol Hospital, for instance, has 
paid up to $175 an hour for a fill-in 
registered nurse on a medical surgi- 
cal floor and $190 in the intensive 
care unit or operating room. 

A few hospitals now pull in 
administrative workers to pitch in 
with the lower-skill tasks such as 
housekeeping that would normally 
fall to nurses or aides. Barwis’ staff 
credits his executive team for step- 
ping forward. 

“Leadership is out on the floors 
every day — they sign up to do ‘help- 
ing hands’ on the floor, answer call 
bells, walk patients to the bath- 
room, sit with patients who need 
constant observation,” said Michelle 
Miranda, Bristol Hospital’s director 
of inpatient and emergency services. 

“We're holding it together. We 
have a dedicated core staff that’s 
toughing it out.” But she acknowl- 
edged that following the national 
trend, some Bristol nursing and 
support staff have left the field alto- 
gether because they’re burned out. 

At Bristol’s emergency depart- 
ment, nurse Barbara O’Neill said 
it’s a tough time — and she has the 
experience to know. 

“Tt’s been challenging. I’d be a liar 
if] said it hasn’t been. The volume is 
terrible now, but we handle it much 
better than we did with the first 
round. And we know so much more 
now than we did,” said O’Neill, 75, 
who has been an emergency nurse 
at Bristol for 53 years. 

“In the first round, I was scared 
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most of the day;’ Lessor said. The 
temperature should be around zero 
on Tuesday night, with cold air spots 
reaching possibly 10 below zero, 
especially in Litchfield County. 
The temperatures should 
rebound by Wednesday, rising to the 
low- to mid-30s with partly sunny 
skies, he said, with higher eleva- 
tions such as Litchfield, Tolland 
and Windham counties staying in 
the upper 20s. Thursday and Friday 





should be in the 30s and partly 
sunny, he added. 

Lessor advised preparedness and 
caution during the bitter days. 

“Those that have oil heat, fill 
the oil tanks to make sure you 
have enough oil to get through. No 
exposed skin. This is the time where 
you wear a scarf or something to 
cover your face. Mittens are better 
than gloves,” Lessor said. 

“At least minimally have half 


Nurse Barbara O’Neill, left, case manager Theresa Landau and Dr. Andrew 
Lim work in the Bristol Hospital emergency department. MARK MIRKO/ 
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to death. I’m old, and the old people 
were the ones who were dying,” she 
said. “The staff was very protective 
of me. It was very rare I’d get an 
assignment with a COVID patient. 
If I did, I’d be getting dressed (in 
protective equipment) to go in and 
somebody would push me out ofthe 
way saying ‘No, I’ll do it?” 

With the risk lower and patient 
volume up, O’Neill is handling the 
same duties as any other emergency 
department nurse this time around. 
She’s working 12-hour shifts and 
credits her young colleagues with 
keeping everyone’s morale up. 

“Everyone is tired now. You 
frequently hear, ‘I can’t do this 
anymore. I’m done’ — then five 
minutes later, someone picks them 
right up and they’re back to where 
they were,’ she said. 

A particular frustration is that 
when waves of COVID-19 patients 
show up at the emergency depart- 
ment, there’s often an hourslong 
wait and no available room after 
they’re admitted, she said. 

“The floors are in the same 
predicament with low staff, so we 
have all these in-patients and then 


this big influx in the waiting room,” 
O’Neill said. 


A paperwork wall 


A lot of the backlog is because 
transferring relatively stable 
patients to other facilities isn’t as 
simple as in 2020, when insurers 
were waiving the time-consum- 
ing paperwork, according to some 
hospitals. Restoring that system 
would help a lot, said Kurt Barwis, 
Bristol Hospital president. 

Now, administrative workers 
spend days getting authorizations, 
he said. Many insurers work strictly 
daytime hours and only on week- 
days, so a delay on Thursday after- 
noon can mean a hospital bed is tied 
up until Monday or longer. 

“On average over the last four 
weeks, we had 1.26 patients parked 
in in-patient beds waiting for insur- 
ance authorization to discharge 
them to a skilled nursing facility,” 
Barwis said. “Timely authorization 
by insurance companies would have 
reduced the ED holds by a whop- 
ping 26 percent. It’s totally dumb- 
founding that our system is this 


_ Dall 


a tank of gas at all times so that 
doesn’t freeze. Do not leave pets 
outside even during the daytime. 
It’s just going to be too cold. If you 
bring your pets on walks, make them 
short, not long, walks. Limit your 
exposure to the outdoors,” he said. 

For updates, visit forecast. 
weather.gov. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 


broken and backwards.” 

Theresa Landau, a case manager 
at Bristol Hospital, said she’s seen 
how those delays frustrate patients 
and staff alike. Medicare advantage 
plans are particularly bad about this, 
she said. 

“Now it’s difficult to get those 
authorizations. We are constantly 
fighting that battle every day,’ she 
said. “We know we need to move 
people because they’re medically 
ready, and then it backs up because 
everyone is challenged by how 
many patients they have.” 

The hospital was housing nearly 
10 such patients a week ago — 
people who were ready for a lower 
level of care, but still occupied 
hospital beds because of insurance 
delays, she said. 

“Everything backs up. A couple 
of days ago, Anthem and Cigna 
decided to temporarily pause the 
need for prior authorizations,” Lim 
said. “The other insurance compa- 
nies in the state need to follow suit. 

“The frustration is that every- 
one in the hospital has gone above 
and beyond to be creative, to work 
longer hours and after hours. To this 
point, insurance companies haven’t 
stepped up. 

“Sometimes they’re here in the 
Emergency Department for two or 
three days. In two or three days, we 
could have used that bed and that 
nursing care for 20 patients.” 

As pressures mount on hospital 
staff, Lim, O’Neill and others are 
calling on patients and their families 
to practice extra patience — espe- 
cially in long emergency depart- 
ment waits during the pandemic. 

“Everybody is frustrated, we 
know that. But just try to speak 
calmly: We really are sorry you have 
to wait, but we’re doing the best we 
can,” O’Neill said. “One nurse was 
crying last week — she was tired; she 
was picking up extra shifts because 
we need it now. I just told her, ‘It’s 
OK. This too shall pass. You can get 
through this?” 
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Fire 


from Page 1 


Stefan Ringel, a senior adviser to 
Mayor Eric Adams, said the chil- 
dren killed were 16 years old or 
younger. 

Many of the building’s residents 
were originally from the West 
African nation of Gambia, Adams 
said, and there was a large Muslim 
community. 

Thirteen people remained 
hospitalized in critical condition, 
Ringel said. 

In all, more than five dozen 
people were hurt. Most of the 
victims had severe smoke inhala- 
tion, Nigro said. 

Adams, who was inaugurated as 
the city’s new mayor Jan. 1, called 
the fire’s toll “horrific” and said 
“this is going to be one of the worst 
fires that we have witnessed during 
modern times.” 

Firefighters “found victims on 
every floor and were taking them 
out in cardiac and respiratory 
arrest,” Nigro said. 

About 200 firefighters 
responded to the building on East 
181st Street around 11 a.m. Sunday. 

Building resident Luis Rosa said 
he was awakened Sunday by a fire 
alarm, but dismissed it at first, 
thinking it was one of the build- 
ing’s periodic false alarms. 

But when a notification popped 
up on his phone, he and his mother 
began to worry. 

By then, smoke began wafting 
into his 13th-floor apartment and 
he heard sirens in the distance. 

He opened the front door, but 
the smoke had gotten too thick for 
an escape, he said. 

“Once I opened the door, I 
couldn’t even see that far down the 


Credits 


from Page 1 


average economic impact of the 
Film and Digital Media Produc- 
tion Tax Credit amounted to a 
loss of $58,510,604 in net revenue 
per year — well over half a billion 
dollars in all. 

“While there are gains in jobs, 
the additional revenue gained by 
the state do not compensate for 
the loss in state tax revenue due 
to the credits,” the department 
concluded in the report. But DECD 
went on to recommend continuing 
the program despite those losses. 

DECD said it has commis- 
sioned an outside consultancy to 
evaluate the state’s film tax credit 
programs. And in its most recent 
2020 annual report, the agency 
said it was awaiting the results of 
that study — originally expected in 
mid-2021 — before recommend- 
ing any changes. The report was 
delayed and is now expected to be 
made public later this month. 


A fixture in 
Greenwich 


After nearly 35 years in Connecti- 
cut, Blue Sky Studios had become a 
source of pride for the state’s film 
and television sector. Soon after 
20th Century Fox took a major- 
ity stake in the company, in the 
late 1990s, the studio launched its 
“Ice Age” franchise, followed by 
its “Rio” movies. It also produced 
the Oscar-nominated “Ferdinand,” 
“The Peanuts Movie” and others. 

In 2019, Disney absorbed Blue 
Sky Studios in a $70 billion deal to 
acquire Fox’s film and television 
assets. And over the following two 
years, employees at the studio grew 
increasingly concerned about their 
fate — even as production continued 
on the animated feature “Nimona.” 

In early February 2021, Disney 
announced plans to shutter the 
studio, shelving “Nimona.” Blue 
Sky Studios vice president Carolyn 
Wilson notified the Connecticut 
Department of Labor of the immi- 
nent layofts ofall 469 the company’s 
employees. 

“Due to the continuing business 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Blue Sky Studios Inc. has made 
the very difficult decision to close 
its studio and begin the process of 
permanent layoffs at its One Amer- 
ica Lane, Greenwich, Connecticut 
06831 location,” Wilson wrote. “We 
hope to accomplish our reduction in 
force with the least possible disrup- 
tion to the lives of our employees.” 

That notice was dated less than 
two weeks after Blue Sky Studios 
received a $32 million tax credit 
from the state of Connecticut — the 
second such payment in as many 
years. 

The value of those credits 
exceeded what auditors have since 
said should have been the upper 
limit of any credit granted to anima- 
tion studios in the state: $15 million 
a year. In their most recent audit of 
the Department of Economic and 
Community Development, which 
administers film and television tax 
credits, state auditors concluded 
that Connecticut overpaid Blue Sky 
Studios by almost $50 million during 
the fiscal years 2016 through 2019. 

(Blue Sky Studios also received 
incentives under another state 
program, the Film Infrastructure 
Tax Credit, which covers 20% of 
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A firefighter carries a child out of a fire in a high-rise building in the Tremont section of the Bronx on Sunday. 
Residents who survived the inferno described a quiet morning that suddenly was overtaken by terror and tragedy. 
DAVID DEE DELGADO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


hallway,” Rosa said. 

“All we could do was wait,” he 
said. 

Another resident, Vernessa 
Cunningham said she raced home 
from church after getting an alert 
on her cellphone that the building 
was on fire. 

“T couldn’t believe what I was 
seeing. I was in shock,” Cunning- 
ham, 60, said from a nearby school 
where some residents gathered. 
“I could see my apartment. The 
windows were all busted out. And 


I could see flames coming from the 
back of the building.” 
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The 120-unit building in the 
Twin Parks North West complex 
was built in 1973 as part of a project 
to build modern, affordable hous- 
ing in the Bronx. 

The drab brown building 
looms over an intersection of 
smaller, aging brick buildings 
overlooking Webster Avenue, 
one of the Bronx’s main thor- 
oughfares. 

Apartments as high as the 12th 
floor also had broken windows. 
The intersection was choked with 
police and fire vehicles. 

“There’s no guarantee that 





A film crew sets up to shoot a scene in the yard of a Hartford residence on 
Charter Oak Avenue in Hartford in May, where “Call Jane” was being filmed. 
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any infrastructure costs, such as 
buildings and production facilities, 
ofover $3 million. Blue Sky received 
a total of about $7.4 million in infra- 
structure credits in the years 2009, 
2012 and 2014. Auditors didn’t take 
issue with those credits.) 

The audit report, released March 
31 of last year, didn’t include tax 
credit data for 2020 and 2021. But 
by the auditors’ same logic, the two 
$32 million payments to Blue Sky 
Studios in the last two years would 
amount to overpayment of another 
$34 million, they told the Mirror. 
That’s because, according to audi- 
tors, Blue Sky Studios applied for 
— and received — the wrong credit. 
The company should have been 
eligible for a program known as 
the Digital Animation Produc- 
tion Tax Credit, which is capped 
at $15 million a year, auditors said. 
Between 2009 and 2016, Blue Sky 
Studios received the full $15 million 
animation credit every year, and it 
remains the only company that 
has received incentives under that 
program. 

Beginning in 2016, Blue Sky 
Studios shifted to the broader Film 
and Digital Media Production Tax 
Credit, which has no cap. Under 
that program, companies can 
receive — in the form of a tax credit 
— up to 30% off qualified produc- 
tion expenses or costs incurred in 
the state. “These tax credits are not 
tied to aspecific economic develop- 
ment project or the amount of jobs 
created or retained,” auditors said. 

According to DECD data, 2020 
and 2021 payments to Blue Sky 
Studios under this program were 
based on in-state spending of 
more than $105 million each of the 
two years in question. By the time 
the second of those two tax credit 
payments arrived, Disney was days 
away from announcing Blue Sky 
Studios’ permanent closure. 


The ‘ephemeral 
industry’ 


Many studies in other states 
and countries have raised similar 
criticisms of local film tax credits. 
Production activity may build up 
somewhere for a period of years, as 
long as tax incentives are available, 
but the industry base has remained 
in California. Hollywood still holds 
the purse strings. 

“When I spend a dollar on a 
film tax credit, I’m incentiviz- 
ing economic activity today that 
may not be there tomorrow,’ said 
Michael N’dolo, an economic devel- 
opment consultant who has studied 
film tax credits in several states. “It’s 
a somewhat ephemeral industry 


that is highly sensitive to incentives 
and will go where the incentives are. 
You can see that in the numbers: As 
states expand their tax credits, the 
industry responds. It’s quite elastic.” 

Connecticut’s Film and Digital 
Media Production Tax Credit is 
this state’s only continuing business 
incentive program — grant, loan or 
tax credit — that is calculated asa 
discount off a company’s expenses 
in the state, as opposed to being tied 
to a specific project, investment or 
number of jobs created or retained. 
And there’s no limit on the number 
of years a company can receive the 
tax credit. In this way, Connecticut’s 
program is very similar to those in 
other states competing for film 
production activity. 

George Norfleet, commissioner 
of the Connecticut film office, said 
tying a production tax credit to a 
company’s expenditures makes 
more sense than requiring a set 
number of jobs. “You’re not going 
to need the same amount of people 
working on a webisode or commer- 
cial that you would have working 
onan continuing television produc- 
tion. So I think it’s hard for us to tell 
a producer how many people he or 
she needs or that company might 
need to execute a particular type of 
production,” he said. “We’ve tied it 
to [capital expenditures] as opposed 
to job creation, but of course you’ve 
got to have a crew, so you know 
youre creating jobs.” 

Norfleet also pointed to the other 
two film and television indus- 
try incentive programs his office 
administers: the Digital Anima- 
tion Production Tax Credit, which 
requires recipients to employ at 
least 200 full-time employees and is 
capped at $15 million, and the Film 
Infrastructure Tax Credit, which 
covers a portion of facility construc- 
tion costs of over $3 million. 

Infrastructure credits have 
declined steeply since a high of 
$40 million in 2013, and the state 
didn’t award any in 2018 or 2020. 
Since 2017, the state has awarded 
no animation credits. 

N’dolo said the kind of incen- 
tives that encourage the long-term 
development of an industry — like 
infrastructure credits — are more 
economically sound. Building up an 
industry “cluster” for film and tele- 
vision can attract multiple studios 
and a permanent workforce avail- 
able for whatever productions 
might come through, he said. “If I 
were to do anything, that’s what I 
would suggest a state to do — incen- 
tivize fixed assets associated with 
your production capacity.” 

The Film Infrastructure Tax 
Credit has helped companies like 
ESPN, NBC, Disney and WWE 


there’s a working fire alarm in 
every apartment, or in every 
common area,” said U.S. Rep. 
Ritchie Torres, who represents 
the area. “Most of these buildings 
have no sprinkler system. And so 
the housing stock of the Bronx is 
much more susceptible to devas- 
tating fires than most of the hous- 
ing stock in the city.” 

Nigro and Torres compared the 
fire’s severity to a1990 blaze at the 
Happy Land social club where 87 
people were killed when a man set 
fire to the building after getting 
into an argument with his former 


strengthen their physical roots in 
Connecticut, Norfleet said. Since 
2009, WWE has received just over 
$10 million under the infrastructure 
program, NBC about $32 million, 
and ESPN has gained $48 million 
in tax credits toward buildings and 
facilities, according to DECD data. 
Each of those studios also receives 
several million in annual credits 
under the film and digital media 
credit program. 

“Our bread and butter is definitely 
the brick-and-mortar television 
soundstage-type studio businesses, 
where people come to work 250 
days a year to the same building — 
to a production,” Norfleet said. 


Taking a closer look 


For the first 10 years of the head- 
line Film and Digital Media Produc- 
tion Tax Credit, the state paid out 
between $22 million and $79 
million in incentives each year. But 
from 2017 to 2020, the value of the 
program jumped to an average of 
about $130 million a year. 

Blue Sky Studios’ $32 million 
in 2020 accounted for roughly 
one-quarter of the total credit 
payments issued under the program 
— even as the company was swal- 
lowed up by a Hollywood behemoth 
and founders and longtime employ- 
ees braced themselves for closure. 

Connecticut has a major advan- 
tage in its proximity to New York 
City’s media industry and work- 
force. According to the Motion 
Picture Association’s latest report, 
Connecticut’s film industry was 
directly responsible for more than 
13,500 jobs and $1.8 billion in wages 
in 2019. The association compiled a 
list of Connecticut productions over 
2019 and 2020, which included ahalf 
dozen Christmas movies and several 
long-running television series such 
as “Judge Jerry,’ “Maury,’ “The 
People’s Court,” “The Steve Wilkos 
Show,” and WWE’s “Smackdown” 
and “Monday Night Raw-’ 

Still, state officials continue to 
provide tens of millions of dollars in 
tax Incentives every year to retain 
the studios that have put down roots 
here — with no limit on the number 
of years companies can apply for the 
credit and no guarantee a company 
receiving incentives will keep 
production going in the state year 
to year. 

State auditors pointed out in an 
email to the CT Mirror that the law 
requires that businesses receiving 
financial assistance “shall not relo- 
cate out of state for 10 years after 
receiving such assistance or during 
the term ofa loan or loan guarantee, 
whichever is longer, unless the full 
amount of the assistance is repaid to 
the state anda penalty equal to 5% of 
the total assistance received is paid 
to the state.” But recent audits have 
found that DECD hasn’t consis- 
tently applied those requirements, 
nor has the department adequately 
kept track of “whether companies 
that received financial assistance 
remain in the state during the relo- 
cation period,” auditors said. 

In the case of Blue Sky Studios, 
it’s a moot point. The studio was 
shuttered by its corporate parent. 
And while many of its former 
employees have gone on to work at 
Disney’s other animation studios, 
the company is no longer. 


Erica E. Phillips is a reporter for 
The Connecticut Mirror (ctmirror. 
org). Copyright 2022 © The Con- 
necticut Mirror. 
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to rescue people through their 
windows. THEODORE PARISIENNE/ 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS/TNS 


girlfriend and being thrown out of 
the Bronx club. 

Sunday’s death toll was the 
highest for a fire in the city since 
the Happy Land fire. It was also 
the deadliest fire at a U.S. resi- 
dential apartment building since 
2017 when 13 people died in an 
apartment building, also in the 
Bronx, according to data from the 
National Fire Protection Associ- 
ation. 

The deadliest fire in the city’s 
history was in 1911, at the Trian- 
gle Shirtwaist Company factory 
in lower Manhattan, where 146 
people died. 

Sunday’s blaze happened just 
days after 12 people, including 
eight children, were killed in a 
house fire in Philadelphia. 

The deadliest fire prior to that 
was in 1989 when a Tennessee 
apartment building fire claimed 
the lives of 16 people. 


The New York Times contributed. 


Program 


from Page 1 


been working closely with 
municipalities over the past 
year through the Connecti- 
cut Coalition for Sustain- 
able Materials Management 
(CCSMM) to expand solutions 
to the waste problem. 

“We look forward to 
supporting the progress of 
this pilot as a model for others 
to replicate, and, if successful, 
explore at scale’ Dykes said. 

The learning curve about 
organics recycling, however, 
is nationwide. 

New York City recycles less 
than 20% of the 3.1 million 
tons of garbage that its resi- 
dents produce each year, The 
New York Times reported. In 
neighborhoods where brown 
organics bins are available, just 
10% of residents use them, the 
paper reported. 

Connecticut law requires 
supermarkets, industrial food 
manufacturers and resorts and 
conference centers that gener- 
ate at least 52 tons of organic 
material each year and are 
located within 20 miles of a 
composting facility to separate 
the organics from other solid 
waste and ensure the material 
is recycled. 

Funded through a $40,000 
DEEP Save Money and 
Reduce Trash (SMART) 
grant, the Meriden pilot 
program, according to anews 
release, “will provide the 
city and the state with valu- 
able information on how the 
process of food scrap co-col- 
lection can reduce the amount 
of trash residents dispose of at 
a time when cities and towns 
have seen municipal solid- 
waste tipping fees increase 
considerably over the last few 
years.” 

With tipping fees for munic- 
ipal solid-waste disposal 
increasing over the past couple 
of years, “the economic impact 
to all residents is significant. 
Fully implemented programs 
could help keep costs down,” 
said Meriden City Manager 
Tim Coon. 

State funding will cover 
the color-coded bags, person- 
nel to sort the bags and ship- 
ment to Quantum Biopower. 
In addition to DEEP, the city 
and Quantum Biopower, proj- 
ect partners include the South 
Central Regional Council of 
Governments (SCRCOG), HQ 
Dumpsters (waste hauler), 
Sustainable Meriden and 
WasteZero. 

DEEP has found that food- 
scrap collection programs are 
most effective when paired 
with unit-based pricing 
programs, according to the 
agency’s news release. 

Unit-based pricing is 
based on the amount of trash 
disposed and is meant to incen- 
tivize participation in food- 
scrap collection and other 
recycling programs. 

For more information on the 
pilot program, visit meridenct. 
gov. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com. 
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Blinken hoping for 
a short-term deal to 
de-escalate tensions 


By Matthew Lee 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — With 
the fate of Ukraine and 
potentially broader post- 
Cold War European stabil- 
ity at stake, the United States 
and Russia are holding criti- 
cal strategic talks that could 
shape the future of not only 
their relationship but the 
relationship between the 
U.S. and its NATO allies. 

Though the immediacy 
of the threat of a Russian 
invasion of Ukraine will 
top the agenda in a series of 
high-level meetings that are 
scheduled to get underway 
Monday, there is a litany of 
festering but largely unre- 
lated disputes, ranging from 
arms control to cybercrime 
and diplomatic issues, for 
Washington and Moscow 
to overcome if tensions 
are to ease. And the recent 
deployment of Russian 
troops to Kazakhstan may 
cast a shadow over the entire 
exercise. 

With much at risk and 
both warning of dire conse- 
quences of failure, the two 
sides have been position- 
ing themselves for what 
will be a nearly unprece- 
dented flurry of activity in 
Europe this week. Yet the 
wide divergence in their 
opening positions bodes ill 
for any type of speedy reso- 
lution, and levels of distrust 
appear higher than at any 
point since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said Sunday that he 
doesn’t expect any break- 
throughs in the coming 
week. Instead, he said a 
more likely positive outcome 
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US, Russia see difficult talks ahead 











Russian troops take part in drills in December at the Kadamovskiy firing range in the Rostov region in southern Russia. Crises in 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan are two of the issues that hover over U.S.-Russian talks that will take place Monday in Geneva. AP 2021 


would be an agreement to 
de-escalate tensions in the 
short term and return to 
talks at an appropriate time 
in the future. But the U.S. 
will have to see a de-esca- 
lation for there to be actual 
progress. 

“It’s very hard to see that 
happening when there’s an 
ongoing escalation when 
Russia has a gun to the head 
of Ukraine with 100,000 
troops near its borders, the 
possibility of doubling that 
on very short order,’ Blinken 
said on ABC’s “This Week.” 

U.S. officials Saturday 
unveiled some details of 
the administration’s stance, 
which seem to fall well short 
of Russian demands. The 


officials said the U.S. is open 
to discussions on curtailing 
possible future deployments 
of offensive missiles in 
Ukraine and putting limits 
on American and NATO 
military exercises in Eastern 
Europe if Russia is willing to 
back off on Ukraine. 

But they also said Russia 
will be hit hard with 
economic sanctions should 
it intervene in Ukraine. In 
addition to direct sanctions 
on Russian entities, those 
penalties could include 
restrictions on products 
exported from the U.S. 
to Russia and potentially 
foreign-made products 
subject to U.S. jurisdiction. 

Russian Deputy Foreign 


Minister Sergei Ryab- 
kov, who will lead Russia’s 
delegation at the Geneva 
talks, responded harshly to 
Blinken’s statement. 
“Demands of the United 
States and other NATO 
countries that we carry 
out some de-escalation 
measures on our terri- 
tory are excluded from 
the discussion. This is a 
non-starter in the literal 
sense of the word,” Ryabkov 
told the Tass news agency. 
He added: “The talks are 
going to be difficult.” 
Russia wants the talks 
initially to produce formally 
binding security guaran- 
tees for itself with a pledge 
that NATO will not further 


expand eastward and the 
removal of U.S. troops 
and weapons from parts 
of Europe. But the U.S. 
and its allies say those are 
non-starters intentionally 
designed by Moscow to 
distract and divide. 

In abid to forestall efforts 
by Russia to sow discord in 
the West, the Biden admin- 
istration has stressed that 
neither Ukraine nor Europe 
more broadly will be 
excluded from any discus- 
sion of Ukraine’s or Europe’s 
security. 

Biden administration off- 
cials allow that neither topic 
can be ignored when senior 
American and Russian 
diplomats meet in Geneva 








ahead of larger, more inclu- 
sive meetings in Brussels 
and Vienna on Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

“We fully expect that 
the Russian side will make 
public comments follow- 
ing the meeting on Monday 
that will not reflect the true 
nature of the discussions 
that took place,” said one 
senior U.S. official who will 
participate in the talks. The 
official spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

That official and others 
have urged allies to view 
with “extreme skepticism” 
anything Moscow says 
about the so-called Strate- 
gic Stability Talks and wait 
until they are briefed by U.S. 
participants to form opin- 
ions. 

Blinken has accused 
Russia of mounting a 
full-scale disinformation 
campaign designed to blame 
Ukraine, NATO and partic- 
ularly the United States for 
the current tensions and 
undercut Western unity. 
He said Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is engaged in 
an all-out war on the truth 
that ignores Russia’s own 
provocative and destabiliz- 
ing actions over the course 
of the past decade. 

Russia, meanwhile, has 
spun a narrative that it is a 
threatened victim of West- 
ern aggression and wants 
quick results from the meet- 
ings despite what appear 
insurmountable differences. 

Putin has repeatedly 
warned that Moscow 
will have to take unspec- 
ified “military-technical 
measures” if the West stone- 
walls Russia’s demands, 
and affirmed that NATO 
membership for Ukraine or 
the deployment of alliance 
weapons there is a red line 
for Moscow that it wouldn’t 
allow the West to cross. 


Omicron variant puts employees in a jam 


Those with no paid 
time off either stay 
home or work sick 


By Anne D’Innocenzio 
and Dee-Ann Durbin 


Associated Press 


As the raging omicron 
variant of COVID-19 infects 
workers across the nation, 
millions of those whose 
jobs don’t provide paid sick 
days are having to choose 
between their health and 
their paycheck. 

While many companies 
instituted more robust sick 
leave policies at the begin- 
ning of the pandemic, some 
of those have since been 
scaled back with the rollout 
of the vaccines, even though 
omicron has managed to 
evade the shots. Meanwhile, 
the current labor shortage 
is adding to the pressure of 
workers having to decide 
whether to show up to their 
job sick if they can’t afford to 
stay home. 

“It’s a vicious cycle,” said 
Daniel Schneider, profes- 
sor of public policy at the 
Harvard Kennedy School 
of Government. “As staff- 
ing gets depleted because 
people are out sick, that 
means that those that are on 
the job have more to do and 
are even more reluctant to 
callin sick when they in turn 
get sick.” 

Low-income hourly 
workers are especially 
vulnerable. Nearly 80% 





New York City Mayor Eric 
Adams allowed the measure 
to become law Sunday. 
SPENCER PLATT/GETTY 





A medical technician performs a nasal swab test on a motorist last month in Denver. 
DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/AP 2021 


of all private sector work- 
ers get at least one paid 
sick day, according to a 
national compensation 
survey of employee benefits 
conducted in March by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics. But only 33% of work- 
ers whose wages are at the 
bottom 10% get paid sick 
leave, compared with 95% 
in the top 10%. 

A survey this past fall 
of roughly 6,600 hourly 
low-wage workers 
conducted by Harvard’s 
Shift Project, which focuses 
on inequality, found that 
65% of those workers who 
reported being sick in the 
last month said they went to 


work anyway. That’s lower 
than the 85% who showed 
up to work sick before the 
pandemic, but much higher 
than it should be in the 
middle of a public health 
crisis. Schneider says it 
could get worse. 

What’s more, Schnei- 
der noted that the share 
of workers with paid sick 
leave before the pandemic 
barely budged during the 
pandemic — 50% versus 
51%, respectively. 

The AP interviewed one 
worker who started a new 
job with the state of New 
Mexico last month and 
started experiencing symp- 
toms earlier in the week. 


The worker, who asked 
not to be named because 
it might jeopardize their 
employment, took a day off 
to get tested and two more 
days to wait for the results. 

A supervisor called and 
told the worker they would 
qualify for paid sick days 
only if the COVID-19 test 
turns out to be positive. 
If the test is negative, the 
worker will have to take 
the days without pay, since 
they haven’t accrued enough 
time for sick leave. 

“I thought I was doing 
the right thing by protect- 
ing my co-workers,” said the 
worker, who is still awaiting 
the results and estimates 


it will cost $160 per day of 
work missed if they test 
negative. “Now I wish I just 
would’ve gone to work and 
not said anything.” 

Some companies are 
curtailing sick time that 
they offered earlier in the 
pandemic. 

Kroger, the country’s 
biggest traditional grocery 
chain, is ending some bene- 
fits for unvaccinated sala- 
ried workers in an attempt 
to compel more of them to 
get the shot as COVID-19 
cases rise again. Unvacci- 
nated workers enrolled in 
Kroger’s health care plan 
will no longer be eligible 
to receive up to two weeks 
paid emergency leave if they 
become infected — a policy 
that was put into place last 
year when vaccines were 
unavailable. 

Meanwhile, Walmart, the 
nation’s largest retailer, is 
slashing pandemic-related 
paid leave from two weeks 
to one after the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention reduced isola- 
tion requirements for people 
who don’t have symptoms 
after they test positive. 

Workers have received 
some relief from a grow- 
ing number of states. In 
the last decade, 14 states 
and the District of Colum- 
bia have passed laws or 
ballot measures requiring 
employers to provide paid 
sick leave, according to the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures. 


On the federal front, 
the movement has stalled. 
Congress passed a law in 
the spring of 2020 requiring 
most employers to provide 
paid sick leave for employ- 
ees with COVID-related 
illnesses. But the require- 
ment expired Dec. 31 of 
that year. Congress later 
extended tax credits for 
employers who voluntarily 
provide paid sick leave, but 
the extension lapsed at the 
end of September, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Department 
of Labor. 

In November, the House 
passed a version of Pres- 
ident Joe Biden’s Build 
Back Better plan that 
would require employ- 
ers to provide 20 days of 
paid leave for employees 
who are sick or caring for a 
family member. But the fate 
of that bill is uncertain in the 
Senate. 

The U.S. is among 11 
countries worldwide with- 
out any federal mandate for 
paid sick leave, according to 
a 2020 study by the World 
Policy Analysis Center at the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles. 

On the flipside are 
small-business owners 
like Dawn Crawley, CEO 
of House Cleaning Heroes, 
who can’t afford to pay 
workers when they are out 
sick. But she recently drove 
one cleaner who didn’t have 
acar to a nearby testing site. 

“If they are out, I try to 
give them money but at the 


New law in NYC allows noncitizens to vote in local races 


By Bobby Caina Calvan 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — More than 
800,000 noncitizens and 
“Dreamers” in New York 
City will have access to the 
ballot box — and could vote 
in municipal elections as 
early as next year — after 
Mayor Eric Adams allowed 
legislation to automatically 
become law Sunday. 

Opponents have vowed 
to challenge the new law, 
which the City Coun- 
cil approved a month ago. 


Unless a judge halts its 
implementation, New York 
City is the first major U.S. 
city to grant widespread 
municipal voting rights to 
noncitizens. 

More than a dozen 
communities across the 
country already allow 
noncitizens to cast ballots in 
local elections, including 11 
towns in Maryland and two 
in Vermont. 

Noncitizens still wouldn’t 
be able to vote for president 
or members of Congress 
in federal races, or in the 


state elections that pick the 
governor, judges and legis- 
lators. 

The Board of Elections 
must now begin drawing 
an implementation plan by 
July, including voter regis- 
tration rules and provisions 
that would create separate 
ballots for municipal races 
to prevent noncitizens from 
casting ballots in federal and 
state contests. 

It’s a watershed moment 
for the nation’s most popu- 
lous city, where legally 
documented, voting-age 


noncitizens make up nearly 
1in 9 of the city’s 7 million 
voting-age inhabitants. The 
movement to win voting 
rights for noncitizens 
prevailed after numerous 
setbacks. 

The measure would allow 
noncitizens who have been 
lawful permanent residents 
of the city for at least 30 days, 
as well as those authorized 
to work in the U.S., includ- 
ing “Dreamers,” to help 
select the city’s mayor, city 
council members, borough 
presidents, comptroller and 


public advocate. 

“Dreamers” are immi- 
grants brought to the U.S. 
illegally as children who 
would benefit from the 
never-passed DREAM Act 
or the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals 
program, which allows them 
to remain in the country if 
they meet certain criteria. 

Some states, including 
Alabama, Arizona and Flor- 
ida, have adopted rules that 
would preempt any attempts 
to pass laws like the one in 
New York City. 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


Spinal Stenosis Back Pain? 
Sciatica? Herniated and/or 
Bulging Discs? 





During normal activities 
the pressure inside the 
discs typically ranges 
between +100 mm/HG 
to +300 mm/HG 





No back 
Surgery. 
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Non-Surgical Spinal 
Decompression can 
reduce the pressure 
inside the discs to 
approximately (-150) 
mm/HG, shrinking disc 
herniations and drawing 
in necessary fluids and 
nutrients. 





Relief. ~ 
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By Walter E Henderson, D.C. 


THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE SURGERY: 
—[ecompression Therapy [Surgery 


Expense Less than most deductibles, or hospital Hidden cost, deductibles, co-pays, inability to work 
CO-pays. 


Imagine how your life could change if 
you discovered the solution to your back 
pain.Well there's good news. Through 
the combination of proven scientific prin- 
ciples and technological developments, 
if you are a candidate, you now have a 
non-surgical option for your spinal ste- 
nosis or back pain. 


Other than mild soreness, we have had no 
reported negative side effects 


Danger Complications from surgery can be severe and 


leave you dependent on medications 


Patients report it is painless May be severe and long-lasting 


Finally, forget about struggling through =| Pain 


exercise programs or undergoing a po- 


Recovery | Fast Long rehabilitation which may not work 


tentially risky surgery, because with this 
technology — for most people — there is a 
better option. 


You are about to discover one of the 
most powerful non-invasive, non-surgi- 
cal technologies available for: spinal ste- 
nosis, back pain, sciatica, bulging discs 
(single or multiple), degenerative disc 
disease, a relapse or failure following 
surgery or facet syndromes. 


Best of all - for a limited time, you 
can_see_ if you are _a_ candidate 
and get an examination and_ cost 
quote with no_ obligation for care, 
advanced imaging not included. We en- 
courage you to bring any x-rays or MRIs 
that you have. 


What is the treatment about? 


After being fitted with an automatic 
shoulder support system, the DRX 9000 
slowly lowers you to a horizontal posi- 
tion. You are lying face up. The auto- 
matic shoulder support system helps to 
stabilize your upper body. 


The advanced computer system auto- 
matically adjusts to the proper angle of 
distraction (gentle computerized pulling; 
not what most people think of traction) 
then an air bladder system acts as a ful- 
crum to angle the pull, allowing us to tar- 
get your specific disc that may be caus- 
ing your pain and symptoms. 


The distractive forces utilize a logarith- 
mic curve to avoid proprioceptor re- 
sponse, which would create _a muscle 
spasm. The split table design decreases 
friction and allows separation of the ver- 
tebra, minimizing the effect of gravity. 


Basically, you lay face up and the amaz- 
ing DRX 9000 computer simulates an 
antigravity effect on your back that helps 
herniated material return to its normal 
position and stop the pain. Patients de- 
scribe the experience as a gentle, pain- 
less, intermittent pulling or gentle stretch- 
ing of your back...Many patients actually 
fall asleep during the treatment! 


When do I see results? 


In some cases you will feel results immediately. | 
have had several people notice improvement on the 
first day, others with more serious conditions usually 
notice after just a few sessions. 


What about surgery and 
medications? 


Surgery can be dangerous and does not have any 
certain outcome. Along with a long expensive re- 
habilitation many medications are only designed to 
mask your pain, have side effects and can even be 
addictive. 


Here’s What People are Saying 


Hi, my name is Cindy from Enfield. | suffer from 
chronic back pain. I’ve done everything from sur- 
gery to cortisone shots to physical therapy. Nothing 
worked, | was miserable and couldn't work or sleep 
because of the pain. | read this article in the newspa- 
per about this machine that can give me relief as well 
as give my life back. When | met with Dr. Henderson 
for the first time, | could barely walk without crying. 
He told me he could help me. | had nothing to lose at 
this point, | started treatments and it was the best de- 
cision | ever made. | can walk. | am back to work and 
| got my life back thanks to Dr. Henderson. | would 
recommend anyone with chronic pain to try this treat- 
ment. It works, | am living proof of that. | lost all my 
hope, then there was my miracle. Thanks Doc. 

C.F., Enfield, CT 


| have suffered with sciatic leg pain for over three 
years. Every morning | would wake up with left leg 
and foot pain. The first treatment gave me relief and 
after a few more treatments my leg pain was practi- 
cally gone. 

T.C., Simsbury, CT 





Am | a good candidate for 
this treatment? 


Does your back pain keep you up at 
night? 


Do you have pain into your legs? 
Does activity make your back sore? 


Are you taking medications for your 
pain? 


Would you like to avoid surgery? 


Already tried everything for your back 
pain and had no success? 


lf any of these questions pertain to you 
then you are ready to experience the 
healing power of the DRX9000! 


Is this therapy right for me? 


After working on hundreds of people, | have 
found that though individual results may 
vary, many cases of back pain and arthritis 
respond very well to decompression. 
Decompression therapy has very few 
contra-indications or side effects and most 
people we work on report successful results. 
We always begin with a complimentary 
examination specific to your back pain. 


Because demand is high, we have reserved 


space in our schedule for your free evalua- 
tion. The offer ends 1/24/2022 


SPACE IS LIMITED! 
THE FIRST 27 PEOPLE TO CALL WILL RECEIVE A FREE BACK EVALUATION 


Enfield Office 
7 Elm Street, Suite 302 
Enfield, CT 06082 


Berlin Office 


1097 Farmington Avenue 
Berlin, CT 06037 


CALL TODAY! 


860-828-8220 





*individual results may vary 
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Adopt US Kids 


I asked what kind of family Amina wanted. 


She said, ‘A family like yours.’ That’s when 
I knew I had to adopt her. 


Denise, adopted 17-year-old Amina 







LEARN ABOUT ADOPTING A TEEN 
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WORLD & NATION 


NEWS BRIEFING 


US flight cancellations 
continue to snowball 
due to weather, virus 


From news services 


Airlines canceled thou- 
sands more flights in recent 
days as the industry tried to 
move past its holiday hang- 
over. 

Bad weather and coro- 
navirus outbreaks among 
workers continued to 
disrupt schedules across the 
United States, but airlines 
have also called off many 
recent flights, in advance, 
so they can correct course 
at a traditionally slow time 
for travel without surprising 
customers with last-minute 
cancellations. 

About 5,000 flights 
were canceled from Friday 
through Sunday, according 
to FlightAware, a data track- 
ing service, with the daily 
number of cuts declining 
steadily over that period. 

Southwest Airlines 
suspended over 1,000 flights, 
more than any other carrier. 
SkyWest Airlines, which 
operates flights for several 
major carriers, and United 
Airlines each canceled more 
than 500 flights. 

The turmoil began before 
Christmas, caused by bad 
weather in the West and staff 
shortages because of virus 
outbreaks among employ- 
ees. Snowfall in the North- 
east continued to wreak 
havoc at major airport hubs 
across the country into the 
first weekend of this month. 

“Given the ongoing surge 
in COVID cases and related 
sick calls, we’ve been work- 
ing with each of our major 
partners to proactively 
reduce our January sched- 
ules,” SkyWest said. 

The airline operates 
flights for United, Delta Air 
Lines, American Airlines 
and Alaska Airlines. 

After canceling flights 
at high rates over the holi- 
days, JetBlue Airways said 
it would preemptively cut 
about 1,300 flights in the first 
half of January. Alaska said 
last week that it would slash 


about 1 in 10 flights planned 
for the month to gain “the 
flexibility and capacity 
needed to reset.” 

As in many other indus- 
tries, airlines are also 
contending with workers 
calling in sick at high rates 
as the omicron virus variant 
surges. 

To deal with staffing 
shortages, many carriers 
have started offering extra 
pay to those who were 
otherwise not scheduled to 
work. 


AOC tests positive: New 
York Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez has tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 
“is experiencing symptoms 
and recovering at home,” 
her office said ina statement 
Sunday evening. 

The Democratic 
congresswoman’s office 
said Ocasio-Cortez received 
a booster in the fall, adding 
that she “encourages every- 
one to get their booster” and 
follow the guidance of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 


Johnson reelection: Repub- 
lican U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson 
of Wisconsin, one of former 
President Donald Trump’s 
biggest backers, announced 
Sunday that he will seek 
reelection in the battle- 
ground state, breaking his 
promise not to seek a third 
term. 

Johnson announced his 
decision via email two days 
after a pair of Republicans 
with knowledge of his deci- 
sion said he was close to 
launching a bid. Johnson 
has also been a leading voice 
in downplaying the Jan. 6, 
2021, Capitol riot and the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Johnson, 66, had long said 
his preference was to serve 
just two terms and pledged 
in 2016 not to run a third 
time. 

But Johnson rescinded 
the pledge in the lead-up to 
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Pope Francis with one of 16 babies he baptized Sunday in the Sistine Chapel. The decades-old tradition was interrupted last 
year by the pandemic. In 1981, Pope John Paul II began the tradition by baptizing children whose parents are Holy See employees. 
Since 1983, the ceremony has been held in the Sistine Chapel. SIMONE RISOLUTI/DIVISIONE PRODUZIONE FOTOGRAFICA 


announcing his reelection 
bid, saying circumstances 
have changed after Demo- 
crats won the White House 
and control of Congress. 


Wisconsin ice rescue: 
Authorities rescued 27 
people from a floating chunk 
of ice that broke away from 
shore in the bay of Green 
Bay in eastern Wiscon- 
sin, the sheriff’s office said 
Sunday. 

No injuries were reported 
in the incident that 
happened Saturday north of 
Green Bay, in the arm that’s 
part of Lake Michigan, the 
Brown County Sheriff’s 
Office reported. Many of 
the 27 people rescued were 
ice fishing at the time of the 
incident. 

Authorities said the 
stranded people were on 
the ice for about 90 minutes. 


Gas prices drop: The aver- 
age U.S. price of regu- 
lar-grade gasoline dropped 
2 cents over the past three 
weeks to $3.39 per gallon. 
Industry analyst Trilby 
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Lundberg of the Lund- 
berg Survey said Sunday 
that prices at the pump 
could start increasing again 
because crude oil costs are 
rising. 

Nationwide, the high- 
est average price for regu- 
lar-grade gas is in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, at $4.74 
per gallon. The lowest aver- 
age is in Houston, at $2.79 
per gallon. 


Omicronin China: The major 
port of Tianjin may be facing 
China’s first outbreak of 
omicron of any size, less 
than four weeks before the 
Winter Olympics open in 
nearby Beijing. 

The city began mass test- 
ing ofits 14 million residents 
Sunday after a cluster of 20 
children and adults tested 
positive for COVID-19, 
including at least two with 
the omicron variant. 

China has stepped up 
its zero tolerance strategy 
in the run-up to the Olym- 
pics, which open Feb. 4. The 
Chinese capital is 70 miles 
northwest of Tianjin and 
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many people regularly travel 
back and forth by car or on 
a high-speed rail link that 
takes less than one hour. 


Brazil cliff collapse: The 
death toll from an acci- 
dent in which a slab of cliff 
rock toppled onto pleasure 
boaters on a Brazilian lake 
has risen to 10, police said 
Sunday. 

Police Chief Marcos 
Pimenta said there was a 
possibility that some people 
were missing following 
the accident Saturday in 
Minas Gerais state. At least 
32 people were injured, 
though most were released 
from hospitals by Saturday 
evening. 

Officials suggested the 
wall coming loose could 
have been related to heavy 
rains recently that caused 
flooding in the state and 
forced almost 17,000 people 
out of their homes. 


Saudi princess released: A 
Saudi princess, a critic of her 
country’s government who 
was jailed nearly three years 
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ago after publicly question- 
ing government policy, has 
been released, a legal adviser 
to her family said Sunday. 

The princess, Basmah 
bint Saud, returned home 
Thursday with her daugh- 
ter Suhoud al-Sharif, who 
was imprisoned with her, 
according to the legal 
adviser, Henri Estramant. 

Princess Basmah was 
among a number of prom- 
inent Saudi activists, dissi- 
dents and members of the 
royal family either jailed 
or put under house arrest 
during the rise of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman. 

The prince has consoli- 
dated his grip on the king- 
dom since his father, King 
Salman, ascended to the 
throne in 2015. 

A number of prominent 
people, including two sons 
of the previous monarch, 
King Abdullah, remain in 
detention, according to their 
associates, and information 
continues to come to light 
about the mistreatment of 
some detainees. 
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WORLD & NATION 


Chinese activists face Be 


Trial looms after 
2019 gathering of 
‘rights movement’ 


By Chris Buckley 
The New York Times 


Twenty or so lawyers and 
activists quietly arrived at a 
gaudy “Nice Home Party” 
rental villa near the Chinese 
seaside. They ate takeout 
food, sang along to a karaoke 
machine and played table 
soccer. But they also had a 
serious purpose: discuss- 
ing China’s besieged human 
rights movement. 

Two years after that week- 
end gathering in December 
2019, the two best-known 
attendees — Xu Zhiyong and 
Ding Jiaxi — are awaiting 
trial on subversion charges 
related to the gathering, 
according to indictments. 
Police and prosecutors 
have seized on the weekend 
meeting to deliver ahammer 
blow to China’s beleaguered 
“rights defense” movement 
of lawyers and activists seek- 
ing democratic change. 

Get-togethers like this, 
once common among 
Chinese rights campaigners, 
have become increasingly 
risky under Xi Jinping’s 
hard-line rule. Under him, 
many journals, research 
organizations and groups 
that once sustained inde- 
pendent-minded activists in 
China have been dissolved. 

As he prepares to extend 
his era in power, those who 
still speak out are wondering 
how China’s human rights 
movement can survive a 
tightening ring of monitor- 
ing, house arrest, detentions 
and trials. 

“This shows how they’re 
terrified of even small 
buds of Chinese citizen 
consciousness and civic 
society,” Liu Sifang, ateacher 
and amateur musician 
who took part in the gath- 
ering, said from Los Ange- 
les, where he now lives. He 
fled abroad in late 2019 after 
the police began detaining 
those who attended the villa 
get-together. Border police 
in China have blocked his 





Liu Sifang in Los Angeles. Key members of the “rights defense” movement face a trial. ALLISON ZAUCHA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


wife from joining him, he 
said. 

“They don’t want to allow 
these sprouts to survive,” Liu 
said, “so our little gathering 
has been treated as a big 
political incident.” 

At a restaurant lunch 
on the second day of their 
two-day meetup, some 
noticed people who seemed 
to be watching them and 
taking pictures. 

Several people who 
attended the weekend 
session in Xiamen, in eastern 
China, were soon detained, 
spending weeks or months 
locked up before release. 
One attendee, lawyer Chang 
Weiping, was detained for a 
second time and arrested 
on the charge of subversion 
after stating on video that 
interrogators had tortured 
him during his first stint of 
detention. 

Xu, 48, and Ding, 54, both 
have told lawyers that they 
did nothing illegal, but they 
face prison terms of 10 years 
or even longer if a party-con- 


trolled court convicts them, 
as seems almost inevitable. 
Some experts and support- 
ers had expected they would 
stand trial in late 2021. That 
time passed without a trial 
announcement, however. 
They still are waiting for 
news of a hearing, possibly 
in the buildup to the Winter 
Olympics, which start next 
month in Beijing. 

Although Western 
governments have focused 
on mass detentions of 
Uyghurs in the Xinjiang 
region, the prosecution 
of Xu and Ding highlights 
the Chinese Communist 
Party’s intense campaign 
against dissent all across 
China. Security officials 
have vowed to root out any 
political opposition before 
a party congress later this 
year, when Xi is poised to 
gain another five-year term 
as top leader. 

Xu sometimes noted 
with a smile that his home 
county in rural central 
China is called Minquan, 


which means “people’s 
rights.” In 2003, he and two 
other Peking University 
law school classmates shot 
to prominence through a 
successful campaign to abol- 
ish a widely despised deten- 
tion system used against 
migrant workers in Chinese 
cities. 

In the following decade, 
he and other activist lawyers 
sought to awaken citi- 
zen initiative and expand 
rights by taking up cases 
that exposed the failings of 
China’s legal system: farm- 
ers whose land had been 
confiscated, prisoners 
who claimed torture and 
concocted testimony by the 
police, and aggrieved citi- 
zens detained in informal 
jails for trying to take their 
complaints to officials in 
Beijing. 

“We must find a way to 
grow political forces that 
exist outside the system,” 
he wrote in “A Beautiful 
China,” a manifesto of his 
beliefs. The way forward, 


Comedian rose to fame 
on TV's ‘Full House’ 








By Lynn Elber 


Associated Press 


he said, was to find ways for 
independent social groups 
to “grow in the gaps of the 
autocratic system.” 

By 2012, Ding, an engineer 
turned successful commer- 
cial lawyer, had joined the 
cause. 

He and Xu turned to 
promoting a “New Citi- 
zens’ Movement,” which 
encouraged Chinese people 
to exercise the rights given 
lip service in China’s consti- 
tution: to association, free 
speech and a say in govern- 
ment. Xu was the theorist of 
the cause, while Ding tended 
to focus on meeting support- 
ers, 

Ding and Xu seemed 
hopeful at first that Xi’s 
government would be no 
harsher than his predeces- 
sor. But they were detained 
in 2013 after promoting an 
open letter urging China’s 
most powerful officials to 
disclose their wealth. They 
were convicted in 2014, 
when Xu received a prison 
sentence of four years and 


ij ing’ S 


fury 


Ding received 3 % years. 

In the years that followed, 
growing numbers of rights 
activists and outspoken 
lawyers were detained, and 
some sentenced to prison. 
Still, after their release in 
2017, Xu and Ding quietly 
renewed contacts with 
sympathizers. Even as Xi 
tightened political controls, 
Xu and Ding hoped party 
rule was more brittle than 
many outsiders believed. 

“They just wanted to 
keep alive the movement,’ 
Teng Biao, a Chinese human 
rights lawyer and alongtime 
friend of Xu’s 

In 2018, Xu, Ding and like- 
minded individuals in Shan- 
dong province, in eastern 
China, to relax and discuss 
their cause. 

When they gathered a 
year later in the Xiamen 
villa, nobody there noticed 
anything alarming, said 
Liu, the songwriter who 
attended. 

Participants thought they 
had temporarily shaken the 
police officers assigned to 
watch them. But they were 
still found out. 

Eighteen days later, the 
detentions began. 

Those rounded up 
included Ding, who later 
told his lawyer that inves- 
tigators forced him to stay 
awake by constantly show- 
ing him an adulatory docu- 
mentary about China’s 
leader, Xi, at an earsplit- 
ting volume for 10 days and 
nights. 

Xu slipped into hiding, 
sheltered for a time by 
a former prosecutor in 
southern China. By then, 
the COVID outbreak was 
spreading across China, stir- 
ring anger that the govern- 
ment had not acted sooner 
to stifle infections. From 
hiding, Xu issued a letter 
urging Xi to step down, 
arguing that he was trying 
to “defy the tide of history.” 

He was arrested in Febru- 
ary 2020. His girlfriend, Li 
Qiaochu, who spoke out 
about Xi’s treatment and 
her own secretive deten- 
tion, was detained again and 
formally arrested last year. 


LOS ANGELES — Bob 
Saget, the actor-come- 
dian known for his role as 
beloved single dad Danny 
Tanner on the sitcom “Full 
House” and as the wise- 
cracking host of “America’s 
Funniest Home Videos,” has 
died, according to author- 
ities in Florida. He was 65. 

The Orange County, Flor- 
ida, sheriff’s office was called 
Sunday about an “unrespon- 
sive man” in a hotel room at 
the Ritz-Carlton in Orlando, 
according to a sheriff’s state- 
ment on Twitter. 

“The man was identi- 
fied as Robert Saget” and 





Acrane loads a military truck, which was burned during last week’s clashes with protesters, 
onto a big rig’s platform Sunday in Almaty, Kazakhstan. VLADIMIR TRETYAKOV/NUR.KZ 





Death toll from Kazakhstan 


Comedian and actor Bob Saget, known for his role in “Full 
House,’ died in Orlando, Florida. MIKE COPPOLA/GETTY 


unrest hits 164, officials say 


By Jim Heintz 


Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Kazakh- 
stan authorities said Sunday 
that 164 people were killed 
in a week of protests that 
marked the worst unrest 
since the former Soviet 
republic gained indepen- 
dence 30 years ago. 

The office of President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
said order has been restored 
in the Central Asian coun- 
try and that the government 
has regained control of all 
buildings that were taken 
over by the protesters. 

Some of the buildings 
were set on fire. 

Sporadic gunfire was 
heard Sunday in Almaty, the 
largest city in Kazakhstan, 
according to the Russian 
TV station Mir-24, but it 
was unclear whether those 
were warning shots by law 
enforcement. 

Tokayev said Friday he 
had authorized a shoot-to- 
kill order for police and the 
military to restore order. 

The demonstrations, 
which began in the western 
part of Kazakhstan, began 
Jan. 2. over a sharp rise 
in fuel prices and spread 
throughout the country, 
apparently reflecting wider 


discontent with the author- 
itarian government. They 
prompted a Russia-led mili- 
tary alliance to send troops 
to the country. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called 
Tokayev’s order “something 
I resolutely reject.” 

“The shoot-to-kill order, 
to the extent it exists, 
is wrong and should be 
rescinded,” he said Sunday 
on ABC’s “This Week.” 

The same party has ruled 
Kazakhstan since it gained 
independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

Anyone aspiring to 
oppose the government 
has either been repressed, 
sidelined, or co-opted, amid 
widespread economic hard- 
ship despite the country’s 
enormous reserves of oil, 
natural gas, uranium and 
minerals. 

About 5,800 people were 
detained during the unrest, 
Tokayev’s office said. 

The death toll of 164, 
reported by the state news 
channel Khabar-24 and 
citing the Health Ministry, 
was a Significant increase 
from previously announced 
totals. It was unclear if that 
number referred only to 
civilians or if law enforce- 
ment deaths were included. 


Kazakh authorities said 
earlier Sunday that 16 
members of the police or 
national guard had been 
killed. 

The ministry said 103 
of the deaths occurred in 
Almaty, and Kazakhstan’s 
ombudswoman for chil- 
dren’s rights said three of 
those killed were minors, 
including a 4-year-old girl. 

The ministry earlier 
reported more than 2,200 
people sought treatment 
for injuries, and the Inte- 
rior Ministry said about 
1,300 security officers were 
injured. 

Almaty’s airport, which 
had been taken over by 
protesters last week, 
remained closed but was 
expected to resume opera- 
tions Monday. 

Tokayev said the demon- 
strations were instigated 
by “terrorists” with foreign 
backing, although the 
protests have shown no 
obvious leaders or orga- 
nization. Sunday’s state- 
ment from his office said 
the detentions included “a 
sizable number of foreign 
nationals,” but gave no 
details. 

It was unclear how many 
of those detained remained 
in custody. 


death was pronounced at 
the scene, the statement 
said, adding that detectives 
found “no signs of foul play 


or drug use in this case.” 


Saget was in Florida as 
part of his “I Don’t Do Nega- 
tive Comedy Tour,” accord- 


ing to his Twitter feed. 


Fellow comedians and 
friends praised Saget not 
only for his wit, but his 


kindness. 


“T am broken. Iam gutted. 


I am in complete and utter 
shock. I will never ever have 
another friend like him,” 
wrote John Stamos, who 
co-starred with Saget on 
“Full House.” “I love you so 
much, Bobby.” 

Norman Lear, who called 
Saget a close friend, wrote 
the comedian “was as lovely 
a human as he was funny. 
And to my mind, he was 
hilarious.” 

Saget played squeaky 


clean Danny Tanner, a 
widower and father to three 
girls, on “Full House,” the 
ABC sitcom that debuted 
in 1987. 

Saget showed his flip side 
with what become a much- 
talked-about cameo in the 
2005 documentary “The 
Aristocrats” — in which 100 
comics riffed on the world’s 
dirtiest joke — that revealed 
his notoriously filthy sense 
of humor. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Where do leaders stand 
on Jan. 6 insurrection? 


Jan. 6 marks the anniversary of 
the deadliest insurrection in United 
States history. Now is the time to 
take measure of our nation’s polit- 
ical leaders to judge the country’s 
risk of — and tolerance for — 
another domestic terrorist attack on 
our government. After 9/11, Pres- 
ident George Bush famously said: 
“Rither you are with us or you are 
with the terrorists.” The same rheto- 
ric is relevant today. 

FBI Director Christopher Wray 
has described the insurrection 
as domestic terrorism. The judi- 
cial branch has spent nearly a year 
adjudicating the cases of almost 775 
individuals who were engaged in the 
insurrection. The legislative branch 
promptly began hearings. 

On the other hand, Rep. Andrew 
Clyde astonishingly referred to the 
presence of rioters, tear gas, blar- 
ing sirens, shattered windows, and 
numerous casualties as anormal 
“tourist visit.” So where do our 
leaders stand? Are they willing to 
condemn the fateful event as the 
terrorist attack almost everyone 
witnessed live or through the thou- 
sands of replayed video feeds? Or 
will some continue to prosecute 
the delusion that the horrific event 
that unfolded was simply part of a 
normal exercise of domestic tour- 
ism, and not domestic terrorism? 

Peter A. Antonucci, Ridgefield 


Support teachers: 
Put more protections 
in place at schools 


Urgent action is needed to 
protect students, staff and their 
families. The state’s plan to return 
to school without additional safety 
measures is misguided. I refuse to 
believe the people making these 
decisions have considered the facts, 
for if they had, they are choosing 
to condemn students/staff and 
their family to illness and worse. It 
is understandably hard to stay on 
top of the latest scientific studies 
related to COVID-19, but when lives 
are at stake, it is too important to be 
uninformed. In the past two weeks, 
the following information has 
come out of the NIH, Cedars-Si- 
nai, and the FDA: The virus is still 
present and active in almost every 
organ system, hundreds of days 
after infection. It shows the contin- 
ued generation of autoantibodies 
months after infection. That means 
chronic illnesses. 

Stand in support of your teach- 
ers’ union request to put more 
protections in place before send- 
ing students back to school. Every 
infection prevented is a life changed 
for the better. 

Courtney Phillips, Wethersfield 


Biden is ruining 


this country 


I don’t know if Americans can 
endure more years with Joe Biden 
as president. In the year that he 
has been in office, Biden has done 
more to ruin this country than any 
president in history. His doctors 
have given him a clean bill of health, 
but for some reason they did not 
include his cognitive ability in 
the tests. A list of Biden’s failures 
includes: Leaving Americans behind 
in Afghanistan; Proposing trillion 
dollar bills that could bankrupt 
our country; Allowing millions of 
undocumented immigrants to enter 
America. This, in the hope of gath- 
ering a few thousand votes in the 
upcoming election. 

We could easily eradicate this ploy 
by making all Americans produce a 
legal ID (preferably with a photo) 
before being allowed to vote. While 
we are discussing voting, maybe we 
should take up the topic of absentee 
ballots, which caused problems in 
the last election. Perhaps getting an 
absentee ballot should be limited to 
those unable to drive to the polls, the 
physically disabled, the ill or those 
on vacation. 

John Mills, Bristol 


Another power play 
by Democrats 


The Democrats want to ram 
the so-called and draconian “John 
Lewis Voting Rights Act” through 
Congress with no debate, which is 
why “Schumer says Senate to vote 
on filibuster rules changes” [Page 4, 
Jan. 4]. 

Is not the Democrats’ proposed 
federal seizure of the 50 states’ 
Constitutional authority to manage 
their own elections, draw their own 
Congressional districts, maintain 
voter ID laws, scrutinize their voter 
registration lists in accordance with 
existing federal law, and prevent 
partisan goons from intimidating or 
hectoring voters enough reason to 
hold this bill up for honest debate by 
preserving the filibuster? Or is this 
simply another political smash-and- 
grab power play? 

John Carey, West Hartford 








Peter and Lisa Marshall hold their wedding album and sit for a portrait in their living room of their home on Dec. 6, 2019, in Andover. The couple 
remarried in 2021, two years after Peter was diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


EDITORIAL 


This love story offered a moving 
olimpse at scourge of Alzheimer’s 


Many in Connecticut and beyond were 
taken by the story of Peter Marshall. 

We were captivated by the love story he 
played a role in, as he remarried Lisa, his 
wife of 11 years, in a love-filled 2021 cere- 
mony attended by many family members 
and friends. 

This ceremony was special not only 
because it reaffirmed the couple’s love, as 
they danced and kissed like any delighted 
pair might do, but also because it took place 
two years after Peter Marshall was diag- 
nosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s. 

“It was just magical — straight out ofa 
fairy tale,” Lisa Marshall told The Wash- 
ington Post after the wedding. 

Lisa Marshall also told The Post she 
had decided her mantra would be not to 
have regrets. She lived this as she worked 
to give her husband “a beautiful life” from 
the beginning, through when he asked 
her to marry him — not recalling that they 
already were married — and as his condi- 
tion declined terribly in recent months. 

It wasn’t easy, as The Courant’s Lori 
Riley reported after Marshall’s recent 
death. 

Riley noted that Marshall ran the Hart- 
ford Marathon in 2016 (and arace in each 
of the state’s 169 towns) but five years later, 
struggled to walk a familiar 3-mile loop. 
Then, Marshall couldn’t walk down the 
stairs, and a hospital bed was installed in 
the front room. Hospice was there to help, 
Riley reported. 

Riley also noted that she had known 


OP-ED 


Lisa and Peter Marshall were struggling 
and that many days were frustrating 
and infuriating and exhausting for Lisa 
Marshall. 

Lisa always wanted her husband and 
her life back, but she always looked at 
the disease through the prism that it was 
Alzheimer’s talking or acting a certain way, 
not her husband, Riley reported. 

While the story of the love they shared 
drew many to the story of the Marshalls, 
the couple was not alone in the struggle of 
coping with Alzheimer’s. 

According to the Alzheimer’s Asso- 
ciation, there were about 6.2 million 
Americans age 65 and older living with 
Alzheimer’s dementia in 2021. Further, 
older Black Americans and older Hispanic 
Americans are about 2 and 1.5 times, 
respectively, as likely to have Alzheimer’s 
or other dementias as older white Ameri- 
cans, the association reports, and discrim- 
ination is a barrier to Alzheimer’s and 
dementia care. 

By 2050, the number of people age 65 
and older with Alzheimer’s dementia “may 
grow to a projected 12.7 million,’ according 
to the association. 

And 11 million Americans were provid- 
ing unpaid care for loved ones and others 
with Alzheimer’s and other dementias, 
according to the association. 

That is alot of people upon whom this 
terrible disease makes an impact. 

But while the human impact is startling 
in its broadness, the financial impact also is 


growing. 

In 2021, Alzheimer’s and other demen- 
tias were expected to cost the United States 
about $355 billion, including $239 billion 
in Medicare and Medicaid payments 
combined, the association reported. 
“Unless a treatment to slow, stop or 
prevent the disease is developed, in 2050, 
Alzheimer’s is projected to cost more than 
$1.1 trillion (in 2021 dollars),” a “dramatic 
rise,” the association reports. Part of this is 
government spending under Medicare and 
Medicaid. 

Between the human impact and the 
financial impact, the scourge of Alzhei- 
mer’s spares few. 

Lisa Marshall created a Facebook page, 
“Oh Hello, Alzheimer’s,” that told the story 
of living with a loved one with early-on- 
set Alzheimer’s. More than 24,000 people 
follow the page. 

On it, she is honest about her grief, “the 
waves. They crash in when I least expect 
it,’ she wrote. 

She is honest that she is “relieved for 
Peter mostly, that he is no longer suffering” 
while also noting that he “has been gone a 
long time.” 

This honesty, along with their love 
story, offered the public a glimpse into 
the many costs Alzheimer’s brings and 
for this we should be thankful to Lisa 
Marshall. 

It’s a window that is hard to look 
through but one that all Americans should 
see. 


Cheers for first college football 
title of name-image-likeness era 


By George F. Will 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Monday night’s 
national championship game is the mara- 
schino cherry atop the sundae of post- 
season college football. The nation’s 
highest-paid government employee — 
coach Nick Saban, $9.75 million — will lead 
the University of Alabama’s student-ath- 
letes against their counterparts from the 
University of Georgia. They are coached by 
Kirby Smart, whose salary ($7.13 million) 
ranks only fifth among Southeastern 
Conference coaches, but is 40 times larger 
than that of Georgia’s governor. 

The game will be watched by perhaps 
20 million potential purchasers of beer 
and trucks and other stuff that corpora- 
tions pay broadcast entities to advertise. 
ESPN reportedly pays about $470 million 
annually under a 12-year, $5.64 billion 
agreement for the right to broadcast major 
postseason games. 

There always are, however, solemn 
warnings that the appeal of high-revenue 
college sports — football and basketball 
— is jeopardized by any departures from 
the “revered tradition of amateurism in 
college sports.” Supreme Court Justice 
John Paul Stevens wrote those words ina 
1984 case that came from the University 
of Oklahoma. (One of OU’s wittier presi- 
dents, when a state legislator asked why 
the school needed more money, answered, 
“T would like to build a university of which 
the football team would be proud.”) The 
1984 court weakened the NCAA's grip on 
schools’ football television arrangements, 
but the court’s rhetoric strengthened the 
lucrative myth that sustains the business 
model of the academia-entertainment 
complex: Amateurism is beautiful, so don’t 


pay the talent. 

Andrew Perloff, writing in Educa- 
tion Next, says “student athlete” entered 
academia’s lexicon in 1957 when a widow 
lost a claim for workmen’s compensa- 
tion death benefits from Fort Lewis A&M 
College for fatal injuries her husband 
suffered playing football. The school said 
the player was not an employee because 
the school was not in the “football busi- 
ness.” The NCAA adopted the “student 
athlete” mantra, but Perloff says: “Between 
long daily practices, ongoing physical 
conditioning, and cross-country travel, 
playing on ateam can stand in for a full- 
time job.” 

The supposedly precious aura of 
amateurism is supposedly imperiled by 
new rules that allow those who make $9 
million coaches possible — the players — to 
earn a comparative pittance. Last summer, 
the NCAA (2019 athletics revenue: $18.9 
billion), having uneasily watched more than 
two dozen states pass laws to give college 
athletes some rights to market themselves, 
faced this fact of federalism: Schools in 
states where athletes cannot be punished 
for monetizing their fame will have an 
advantage in recruiting blue-chip prospects. 

So, welcome to the NIL era: Increasingly, 
an athlete can earn money from his or her 
name, image and likeness. A few football 
and basketball players will benefit a lot; 
volleyball and field hockey players not so 
much. Gender disparities will energize the 
“equity” police. And what boosters used 
to do by passing cash under the table can 
now be done on the top of the table, which 
might be progress, of sorts. But if you graft 
a multibillion industry onto higher educa- 
tion, some awkwardness is unavoidable. 

In most states, the highest-paid govern- 
ment employee is a state university foot- 


ball or basketball coach. Louisiana State 
University recently gave its Mow-former) 
football coach Ed Orgeron — he won the 
national championship game just two years 
ago — a $16.9 million severance payment 
to go away. (This was less than the $21.45 
million Auburn paid in order to fire coach 
Gus Malzahn in 2020.) Orgeron’s replace- 
ment, Brian Kelly, was lured from Notre 
Dame by a contract worth $9 million per 
year, plus a $500,000 “longevity” bonus 
every July. Plus $500,000 if LSU wins half 
of its regular-season games: Inflation has 
lifted the price of mediocrity. 

In 2018, Georgia spent $2.6 million 
recruiting players. Given the likely return 
— in money, and in prestige, which has 
monetary value — from getting the Bull- 
dogs into Monday night’s game, this was a 
good investment. As is Saban’s compensa- 
tion, which is scheduled to soon pass $10 
million per year. 

Schools increasingly compete for 
customers, a.k.a. students, by emphasizing 
the college “experience.” This is enhanced 
by decreasing academic demands: There 
is less studying — Education Next reports 
that students spent 27 hours a week on 
studies in 2003, down from 40 hours in the 
1960s — and more grade inflation. In “The 
Debt Trap: How Student Loans Became 
a National Catastrophe,” the Wall Street 
Journal’s Josh Mitchell reports that one 
school’s experience includes “amenities 
like a state-of-the-art recreation center 
with a climbing wall and a ‘lazy river’ pool 
complex with a 30-foot water slide. ... A 
campus dining hall served steak cooked to 
order.” Which school? Roll Tide! 


George F. Will writes on politics and domes- 
tic and foreign affairs for The Washington 
Post. 
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Avon New Britain 
Frederick G. Humphrey Ronald Matyka : : 
Berlin OUT OF STATE Humphrey, Frederick Griswold 
Ronald Matyka Frederick G. Humphrey , . " " 
Gunton Brattleboro, VT Frederick Griswold Humphrey II (known to all as "Fred"), 95, died peacefully of natural 


acne. dunbere causes in Brattleboro, VT on January 5, 2022. 
paey ‘Dae Fred was born on the family dairy farm in Canton Center, CT on October 28, 1926, to 
* Denotes name listing only. See | — Genevieve Stockwell Humphrey and Harold William Humphrey. Cherry Brook Farm had 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. Ea been home to Humphreys for eight generations and Fred took pride in his Yankee heritage. 
He had two brothers, Sam and Harold, both deceased, and two sisters, Ruth (deceased), 
and Lucy Wong (who lives in Killingly, CT). Growing up during the depression, Fred walked 
or rode his pony to a one-room school house and was responsible for endless farm chores. 
He never forgot his rural roots. He was too young to serve in World War II but enlisted 
at the end of the war in the Air Force Cadets, where he was trained as an electrician. 
Subsequently, Fred graduated from the University of Connecticut with a degree in social 
work and married his high school sweetheart Dorothy Marie Peterson, a graduate of the 

Hartford School of Nursing. 

Fred and Dot moved often in their early years together: to Philadelphia, PA, where he received his MSW 
from the University of Pennsylvania; Garrison, NY, where he worked as a counselor at the local Veterans’ hospital; 
Brattleboro, VT where he was a family counselor; back to Philadelphia, where he earned an EdD at the University 
of Pennsylvania; then to Storrs, CT, where he was a Professor of Child Development and Family Relations at the 
University of Connecticut for 25 years, specializing in human sexuality. Along the way, Fred and Dot raised three 
children: Brian (formerly of Guilford, VT, now deceased), Heidi (Shaftsbury, VT), and Alan (Ventnor City, NJ, and 
Ardmore, PA). Fred loved his work and rose to become the president of the American Association of Marriage and 
Family Therapists. He also developed a thriving marriage counseling practice. After retiring from UConn in 1991, 
Fred and Dot moved back to Guilford, VT, just up the street from where they had lived 35 years earlier. 

Fred had a lifetime love of skiing—from conquering the headwall at Tuckerman's Ravine to ski patrolling 
at his beloved Hogback to venturing out west to Utah. He continued to ski into his 80s. His family shared his 
passion and it became the reason for many family adventures. In retirement, he became a devoted volunteer and 
fundraiser for many nonprofit organizations, including the Vermont Land Trust, the Guilford Fire Department, the 
Guilford Historical Society, and the Friends of Algiers, for which he was instrumental in raising funds to acquire and 
renovate the Guilford Country Store. During the 1990s, he helped to establish the Guilford 4th of July celebration 
and often acted as master of ceremonies. He could be found on his tractor year-round, mowing during the summer 
and plowing during the winter, and helped out every year on his family's Christmas Tree farm in Canton Center, CT. 
He also enjoyed reading history, particularly books about World War II. He loved to meet new people and gab. 

Fred leaves behind his loving children Alan and Heidi, their spouses Wendy Rosen Humphrey and Ben 
Benedict, as well as four grandchildren: Lincoln Benedict, lan Humphrey, Margot Benedict, and Erica Humphrey, 
and their spouses and partners; and his special friend Mary Sargent. He was very proud of his family and enjoyed 
presiding over family gatherings. Three years ago, he moved from his hilltop home in Guilford to Bradley House 
in Brattleboro, where he received kind attention and loving care. The family is most grateful to Bradley House for 
providing such a welcoming home during his final years. 

Fred's memorial service will be held when we can gather safely in person. 

Donations may be made in Fred's memory to Garden Path Elder Living (Bradley House), the Guilford, VT Historical 
Society, or the Dr. Frederick G. Humphrey Fellowship in Family Studies at the University of Connecticut. 





Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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WINE RACK CREAM WROUGHT IRON 
50. 860 234 5060 


Wanted To Buy HONDA ACCORD 2014 - $17,999 


T 
Stuff 35,000 miles. Garaged.1 owner. No Get Comfy. 


acc. New tires. 860-742-8363 


sive Dal Every Friday. 


PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


Auto & SUV's 
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860-525-2525 Every Friday. 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS PUBLIC NOTICES 


OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 














BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
BLUESTONE!!! INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
We also repair existing steps / MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF, E 
sidewalks / patios ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE Connecticut 
860-633-6612 HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 

a Gee ao GS es RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 

FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! NOTICE OF TENTATIVE DETERMINATION CITY OF HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT INVITATION TO BID: CT ROUTE 89 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- CALL 860-707-9350 STEWARDSHIP PERMIT NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND CT ROUTE 195 INTERSECTION 
228-2003 ——————————— AND THE SEPARATION OF 32.2 ACRES FROM THE MAIN SITE AT IMPROVEMENTS 

MINI STEREO 5cd radio w/table 30. ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST ABB INC. [AKA COMBUSTION ENGINEERING (CE), WINDSOR] The second semi-annual installment of 
860234 5060 TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 2000 DAY HILL RD, WINDSOR, CT taxes on the Grand List of October 1, 2020, The Town of Mansfield is seeking a General 

nts of machine shops, home worksho- and the Supplemental Motor Vehicle List, Contractor for intersection improvements 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) hereby gives notice that a were due and payable on January 1, 2022. to CT Route 89 and CT Route 195, which 
tentative determination has been reached to issue a Stewardship Permit to ABB Inc., located Failure to pay any tax due January 1, 2022, is required as part of a new school being 


at 2000 Day Hill Road, Windsor, CT, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) Sections on or before February 1, 2022, will cause built on the existing site of the Southeast 
22a-6h, and 22a-449(c) and Section 22a-449(c)-110 of the Regulations of Connecticut State the tax to become delinquent and subject to Elementary School. Bid documents including 























Agencies (RCSA). interest, from the due date, at the rate of 1 plans and project manual will be available on 

1/2 % per full or partial month. Any delin- or after January 4, 2022. Bidders wishing 

The Stewardship Permit authorizes the completion of corrective actions including environmental quent tax is subject to a minimum interest to submit a proposal for this solicitation 

investigation and remediation as needed. As applicable, post-closure care and maintenance as charge of two dollars ($2.00). are requested to respond online through a 

well as long-term environmental monitoring must be conducted to ensure completed corrective Since failure to receive a bill does not invali- secure E-Procurement portal. Responses 

SHEDS BUILT ON SITE actions remain effective into the future. The proposed activity is not expected to adversely date the tax or, in the event of delinquency, can be submitted at the following link: man- 
built on site, rough Sawn lum- affect any natural resources or human health. respective penalties, taxpayers who did not sfieldct.bonfirenub.com under the bid title 
ber. well built full size lumber, shed - 7 receive a bill should request a duplicate from “CT Route 89 and CT Route 195 Intersection 
paseanchided. Call tor pricing: 360- ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED This represents a renewal of a previously issued Stewardship Permit. In addition, 32.2 acres the Division of Assessment and Collection. Improvements”. Bidders will be required to 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games at the site will be separated from the definition of the property regulated under the permit. Payments may be mailed, utilizing the create a Bonfire profile before submitting 
—<$___———___—________—- Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, These areas have been verified to meet the residential criteria of the Connecticut Remediation envelopes included with the bills, on the their bid. Step-by-step instructions on how 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines Standards and can be redeveloped for unfettered use. city’s website, www. HartfordCT.gov/tax, and to register asa vendor are available at this 

Clocks. Tools Xmas interns Oil in person at the Office of the Tax Collector, website: Vendor Registration. Due to the bid 

Lamps, Glassware Knives Hunting A VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING will be held as follows: 550 Main Street, Room 106, Hartford, collection change to a secure online platform, 

Fishing Books 860-874-8396 , Connecticut, Monday through Wednesday multiple copies of your bid are no longer 

’ : Date: February 14, 2022 between 8:15 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Thursday required. Please upload one (1) copy of all 

8:15 a.m. thru 7:00 p.m. and Friday 8:15 required bid documentation. Qualifications 

Time: The Public Meeting will start at 6:00 p.m. a.m. and 2:30 p.m. excluding holidays. and proposals will be accepted until Tuesday, 

February 1, 2022 at 2:00pm. Proposals 

Location: https://ctdeep.zoom.us/j/96242504070 Nancy Raich, CCMC received after that time will not be consid- 

Tax Collector ered. Bidders must be pre-qualified by the 

STONE WALLS Walkways, natural Applicant’s Name / Address: ABB Inc. City of Hartford Connecticut Department of Administrative 
stone. We can break stone into usable 2000 Day Hill Road 1/10, 27/22 7116193 Services (DAS). The Instructions to Bidders, 
fee Pavers, blue stone, patio, Windsor CT, 06095 Form of Bid, Scope of Services, and other 
s contract documents may be examined and 

Call 860-633-6612 Applicant’s Contact Person: Robin Staszak, Environmental Project ee gee downloaded from the “Your Government” 

TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, Manager of ABB Inc. “RFQ, RFR and Bid Postings” section of 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 860-278-6717 The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch, on the Town of Mansfield website mansfieldct. 
Free written estimates & reasonable Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, robin.m.staszak@us.abb.com behalf of the Office of Victim Services is so- gov. Bidders are advised that the contract 
a ae ee Virtual Public Meeting cling banner sats Reauest es meres) cud aie taetcn. hee aa 
WHIRLPOOL ELECTRIC STACKED occa Fraternal Items, Pee | DEEP will host a Virtual Public meeting regarding this draft permit on February 14, 2022, AG ali iol nee Ha eaaa set-aside requirements. State law requires a 
LAUNDRY $450 860-778-0315 check Bsmnt/Attic. 860-817-4350 starting at 6:00 p.m., and ending within one (1) hour if all questions are addressed. During the Assault Forensic Examiners (SAFE) program. minimum of 25% of the state-funded portion 
ee meeting the public will have an opportunity to make comments and ask questions. of the contract be set aside for award to 


Register in advance for this Virtual Public Informational meeting: https://ctdeep.zoom. : tion from the Connecticut Department of 
us/j/96242504070. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing informa- Reha iat arth oan ig ae Administrative Services. The contractor 
tion about joining the meeting. must demonstrate good faith effort to meet 
the 25% set-aside goals. A Non-Mandatory 
Pre-Bid Meeting will be held for all prospec- 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


@) Response to this Request for Interest must subcontractors holding current certifica- 


Request for Interest may be obtained at the 


How to Review the Draft Permit Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web site 


This draft permit and fact sheet may be accessed: bel tive bidders at the gravel parking lot on the 
At Vour Service Auto l Truck Wanted * Through the Department’s website: Proposed Individual Permits; ae west side of CT Route 195, just south of the 
* When open, at the Public Records Center at DEEP Headquarters; or First Church of Christ. The pre-bid meeting 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 











* Contacting Jade Barber by email at jade.barber@ct.gov or by phone at (860) 424-3341. will held on January 19, 2022 at 10:00am. 

CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action | Questions concerning bidding procedures, 

CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS makes. Any condition. Running or Requests for Public Comment Employer requests for additional information or clari- 

in East Granby. For more information not, crashed okay. Will take other The Commissioner will not make a final decision regarding this proposed permit until the public 1/10/2022 7122566 fication should be sent to dobw@mansfieldct. 
860-653-2551 makes and models. 203-600-4431 comment period has closed and all received comments have been evaluated and addressed. org. Official responses to questions will 
be issued only as written Addenda. If you 

WWW. courant. com/pets All interested persons are invited to express their views on the tentative determination concern- NOTICE OF SALE: intend to bid, please notify John Carrington, 

ing this draft permit. Verbal comments provided during the Public Meeting will be considered. Public Works Director by email at dpw@ 


PURSUANT TO AN ORDER OF THE SUPERIOR mansfieldct.org so that you can be notified 
Written comments on the draft permit must be submitted no later than February 28, 2022. COURT JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF MIDDLESEX AT of any addendum that is issued. The Town 














Written comments should be directed to: MIDDLETOWN, DATED DECEMBER 14, 2021, of Mansfield hereby notifies all bidders that 

DOCKET NUMBER MMX-CV-21-6031792-S, it will affirmatively insure that in any contract 

Jade Barber, Environmental Analyst SUN COMMUNITIES, INC. F/K/A JENSEN’S, entered into pursuant to this advertisement, 

By email to: jade.barber@ct.gov with a copy to DEERREMStewardship@ct.gov INC. V CAROL BLANKENSHIP a public sale of a disadvantaged business enterprises will be 

or if email is not possible, by US Postal Service mail to: 1981 Burlington Mobile Manufactured Home, afforded full opportunity to submit bids in re- 

Jade Barber, Environmental Analyst, Remediation Division Identification Number M-2021-HA, owned by sponse to this invitation, and they will not be 

Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse, 2nd Floor Carol Blankenship, shall be held at 17 Grove discriminated against on the grounds of race, 

CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Terrace, a/k/a Grove Beach Community, Site color, national origin or sex, in consideration 

79 Elm Street 057, Westbrook, Connecticut, on January for an award. An Affirmative Action/Equal 

Hartford CT 06106-5127 18, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. Any person, Opportunity Employer. Minority/Women’s 

including a lien holder or the owner of the Business Enterprises are encouraged to bid. 

The State of Connecticut has authorization to administer the RCRA hazardous waste program in mobile manufactured home park, may bid at The Town of Mansfield reserves the right to 

lieu of the federal government. Therefore, hazardous waste facilities in Connecticut, including the sale. THE SALE WILL EXTINGUISH ALL accept or reject any or all bids; to waive any 

Car Reviews those that have stopped operations and are undergoing environmental cleanup, are subject to PREVIOUS OWNERSHIP AND LIEN RIGHTS. informality; or to accept any bid deemed in 

Dogs : and must comply with all applicable requirements found in Sections 22a-449(c)-100 through PLAINTIFF; BY ANDREA DUNN, ITS ATTORNEY, the best interests of the Town of Mansfield. 

Saturdays in 119 and 22a-449(c)-11 of RCSA and Section 22a-449(c) of the CGS. 250 STATE STREET, #D2, NORTH HAVEN, CT All bids shall be considered valid for a period 
MOTORING 06473, 203-248-6440, JURIS # 419633 of ninety (90) days. 

FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPIES 10 wk The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection is an Affirmative 1/7/22, 1/8/22, 1/10/22 7122892 Charmaine Bradshaw-Hill, Director — of 

french bulldog puppies. First shots SS ee Action/Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to complying with the requirements of Finance-Town of Mansfield 

and vet check. Parents on premise. the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact jade.barber@ct.gov if you are seeking a 1/10/22 7124119 


communication aid or service, have limited proficiency in English, or require some other accom- Statutory Reference: Conn. Gen. 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


Will restaurants require vaccination? 


A few do, but many fear 
the repercussions seen 
already in New York 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


When Gov. Ned Lamont intro- 
duced the state’s digital vaccine 
card, he called it a tool businesses 
can use to keep their employees 
and customers safe. But as with 
mask wearing, Lamont declined to 
make proof of vaccination manda- 
tory, as it is in some places, includ- 
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Western green mambas, above, and colorful panther chameleons, below, are amo 


ing New York City. 

“Mandates, sometimes you just 
create a lot of pushback,’ Lamont 
said. 

The Connecticut Restaurant 
Association, which advocates 
for an industry that is still reel- 
ing and vulnerable from the cata- 
strophic effects of the coronavirus 
pandemic, agrees. 

“Two words that hurt the industry 
more than anything are mandates 
and restrictions,” said Scott Dolch, 
president and CEO of the CRA. 

“New York City has had it for 
six months and they haven’t seen 
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RIVERSIDE REPTILES EDUCATION CENTER/COURTESY PHOTOS 


Enfield reptile center 
srowing but struggling 


Lack of group visits 
hurting facility that 
opened in fall 2020 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


Reptile expert Brian Kleinman 
has done educational outreach 
out of his East Granby home since 
2003. In 2019, he began build- 
ing Riverside Reptiles Educa- 
tion Center in Enfield. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck, he 
was half-finished, but he soldiered 
on, opening in October 2020. Now, 
the center is open six days a week, 
but Kleinman is struggling like 
many entrepreneurs whose busi- 
nesses depend on group visits. 

“It’s tough with schools not 
doing field trips yet. That is some- 
thing that gets museums through 
the slow seasons,” Kleinman said. 
“Many museums are hurting, and 
mine is no different. It was just 
bad timing, opening up during a 
pandemic.” 
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So Buddy the Fly River turtle, 
Skittles the panther chameleon, 
Eve the king cobra, reticulated 
pythons Kaa, Tarzan and Jane and 
their herpetological buddies sit in 
climatically appropriate enclo- 
sures, slithering along branches 
and flicking their tongues, wait- 
ing for more people to come to see 
them. 

He has had some luck. “We have 
600 members now, and we’ve had 
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a rise in people coming out to eat. 
More like they’ve seen a rise in 
hostile fights, shouting matches, 
challenges. That’s what a mandate 
does,” Dolch said. “Just like mask 
mandate, it puts policing on the 
restaurant. The last thing you want 
is a front line hostess, 16, 17,18 years 
old, dealing with someone who 
didn’t get vaccinated and wants 
to make a scene in a restaurant. ... 
That’s the fear I have.” 

Left to decide individually, most 
restaurants won’t use the state’s 
vaccine digital vaccine card. Bar 
in New Haven made headlines in 
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16,000 people in a year. But our 
pre-COVID estimate was 20 to 
25,000, so we’re hoping to get the 
word out about us,” he said. 
Kleinman, a former animal 
curator at The Children’s Museum 
in West Hartford, is a good stew- 
ard of the 60-plus reptiles at the 
13,000-square-foot center at 132 
South Road. He collects animals 
on his own and is trusted by DEEP, 
UConn and the Audubon Society 
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August when it began demanding 
proof of vaccination, with a match- 
ing government-issued ID so no 
one can cheat and use someone 
else’s card. 

That policy still stands at the 
pizza place-brew pub-dance club. 
Frank Patrick, who owns Bar, 
could not be reached for comment. 

Only a few restaurants followed 
suit. Red Stone Pub in Simsbury 
and Take Tea, the new tea room 
in Avon, insist all patrons be vacci- 
nated. But both rely on the honor 
system. Unlike Bar, they don’t 
demand proof. 






ng the animals at Riverside Reptiles Education Center in Enfield. 


to take in animals they can’t keep. 

He gets animals that were 
seized because they’re not legal 
for domestic ownership. He is 
bequeathed animals in owners’ 
wills. One of his animals, a spiny 
lizard named Dolly, hitched aride 
on a FedEx package from Texas. 
“Sometimes I get calls. People say, 
‘T found this snake. Is it danger- 
ous?” 

He builds enclosures with back- 
drops of the countries the animals 
are from. Sometimes he teams up 
compatible animals, like Simon, 
the rhinoceros iguana, who 
lives peaceably with some large 
tortoises. 

“You have to keep an eye on 
that. Animals might get along or 
we may have to move them,” he 
said. Kleinman keeps one tortoise 
away from the other tortoises. “He 
is younger, full of testosterone, 
always trying to mate or fight,” he 
said. “He’s not really a bully. He 
just does what tortoises do.” 

He feeds them what they eat in 


Turn to Reptiles, Page 2 


Benedict Arnold’s legacy reassessed in film 


Was Connecticut native 
a villainous traitor? New 
movie offers context 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Benedict Arnold, the Connecti- 
cut native whose name has been 
synonymous with the word trai- 
tor for 240 years, is getting a fairer 
shake thanks to anew movie. 

“Benedict Arnold: Hero 
Betrayed,” a two-hour feature 
directed by Chris Stearn, isn’t revi- 
sionist history. It doesn’t lessen 
or ignore Arnold’s switching of 
his allegiance from the not-yet- 
founded United States back to the 
British in 1780, or his attempt to 


surrender a U.S. fort to the British. 
What it offers is fresh context, to 
counter centuries of unquestioned 
vilification. 

The film premiered in Novem- 
ber at Saratoga, New York (the site 
of one of the battles it reenacts), 
and is now available to rent online 
through Amazon, iTunes, Vudu, 
Roku, Vimeo, on several cable 
systems and through the library 
video service Kanopy. 

“He’s the original cancel culture 
victim,” said Stearns. 

“When his story is told, a lot gets 
left out. The evidence is lying in 
plain sight. He lost faith in Amer- 
ican leadership. When people 
say he’s a traitor, I say, ‘Give me a 
good reason why he should have 
stayed.” 


Connecticut may be ahead of 
much of the rest of the country 
in reassessing Arnold’s role in the 
American Revolution. 

Arnold grew up in Norwich and 
became a prosperous businessman 
in New Haven; he’s represented 
at the historical societies in both 
cities. For decades there have been 
regular costumed recreations 
on New Haven Green to honor 
Powder House Day, when Arnold 
demanded the keys to the gunpow- 
der storage shed (which the city 
had voted to keep closed) so that 
he and his foot brigade could all 
load their guns, head to Massa- 
chusetts and join the revolution. 

After numerous other exam- 
ples of admirable rebellion and 
heroic leadership during the war, 


Arnold — who, the film points out, 
was passed over for numerous 
deserved promotions and assign- 
ments, and who came to perceive 
the new governmentas corrupt — 
“believed the American leadership 
was going to blow it,’ Stearns said. 

“You don’t have to give him 
nefarious ambitions. His motives 
are pretty clear. I believe he simply 
felt that the American experiment 
was not going to work,” Stearns 
said. 

“Benedict Arnold: Hero 
Betrayed” is a blend of documen- 
tary and drama: The key roles are 
played by actors, famous battles 
are restaged and hundreds of 
townsfolk in period dress mill 
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Red Stone Pub 


Marc Lubetkin owns Red Stone 
Pub, known for its huge bar selec- 
tion, pub food and live enter- 
tainment. In August, Lubetkin 
announced his vaccination policy 
on his Facebook page and a few 
community chat pages. 

The reaction was swift, with 
some supportive and many angrily 
opposed. One of the more civil 
comments was “I will no longer 
support this business. You made 
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Pandemic 
funeral 
customs 
are back 


Omicron brings grim 
return of Zoom services, 
small crowds and masks 


By Daniela Altimari 
Hartford Courant 


Carolyn Adams of Middletown 
was known for her epic parties 
and magnanimous personal- 
ity. For 42 years, she operated a 
furniture and home décor store 
on Durham’s Main Street. 

So when Adams died on Dec. 
29, four days after her 97th birth- 
day following what her family 
described as a fierce battle with 
COVID-19, a big crowd would 
have likely turned out for her 
funeral. 

“Everybody knew her,” said 
her daughter-in-law, Marilyn 
Pearson. “Probably the entire 
town of Durham would have 
come.” 

But in response to the enor- 
mous spike in coronavirus cases 
driven by the omicron variant, 
her family opted for a small, 
outdoor gathering instead. 

“Because of COVID and how 
highly contagious it is, we just 
had immediate family,’ Pearson 
said. “We decided to do a cele- 
bration of her life later, in the 
spring, when things are hope- 
fully better.” 

The pandemic has upended 
traditional rituals of mourning 
in a myriad ways, from elimi- 
nating deathbed hospital visits 
to replacing in-person funerals 
with livestream services. 

The coronavirus crisis hit the 
industry hard, said Thomas J. 
Tierney, owner of John F. Tier- 
ney Funeral Home in Manches- 
ter, and many families struggled 
with the loss of human connec- 
tion that has long been part of the 
grieving process. 

“The first go-round was a 
completely new and different 
experience than anything we 
ever had,” Tierney said. “It was 
something that caught everybody 
almost blind.” 

For funeral home opera- 
tors, even mundane tasks, such 
as collecting death certificates 
from hospitals and nursing facil- 
ities and filing them at town halls, 
were complicated by COVID-19. 
(The state has begun the process 
of transitioning to electronic 
death certificates.) 

“We've tried to be creative to 
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Peter O’Meara stars in“Benedict 
Arnold: Hero Betrayed.’ The 
documentary/drama hybrid 
reassesses the reputation of the 
American Revolution icon whose 
name became synonymous with 
“traitor. TALON FILMS 
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your decision and I made 
mine.” Other comments 
were so vitriolic, Lubetkin 
said, that the community 
pages took down the posts. 

Lubetkin doesn’t care. 
“Four restaurant owners 
congratulated me and said 
it was ballsy and a good 
idea. Another one called and 
raved, why would I do some- 
thing so stupid,” he said. “I 
didn’t do it to be ballsy or 
political. It just seems like 
the logical thing to keep 
myself, my staff, my custom- 
ers and my family safe. Also, 
I can’t stand masks and I 
hate plastic dividers.” 

Lubetkin put a sign 
outside his restaurant about 
the policy. He doesn’t worry 
about not asking for proof. 
Unvaccinated people are 
angry and shunning Red 
Stone, so expecting them 
to patronize the pub isn’t 
realistic, he said. And new 
customers, glad of the policy, 
are showing up. 

“A group of people who 
had never been there started 
coming in to show apprecia- 
tion for what we did. But we 
lost three couples who used 
to come in regularly. They 
didn’t want to get vacci- 
nated,” he said. 


Take Tea 


Take Tea, which opened 
this month, requires online 
registration to avoid food 
waste and to limit the clien- 
tele to 50% of capacity. The 
vaccination policy is clearly 
stated on the restaurant’s 
website. Nann Thomson, 
who owns Take Tea, trusts 
customers to comply. 

“As I try to believe the best 
in everyone, I rely on the 
word of my guests that they 
are feeling healthy, have not 
been recently exposed and 
are fully vaccinated before 
they come to tea,” Thom- 
son said. “The feedback I’ve 
gotten has been only posi- 
tive, as many people are 
wary of dining in now. And 
for many this rule provides 
another level of comfort 
regarding their safety.” 

Thomson said her policy 
is grounded in her religious 
beliefs. “My faith requires 
that I be vaccinated to 
guard my health as well as 
take steps to protect others, 
so my family and I adhered 
to the message about the 
myriad benefits of getting 
vaccinated,” she said. 


Most won't ask 


Thomson, Lubetkin and 
Patrick are in the minority. 
Most owners don’t want to 
insist on vaccinations. 

Bryce Hardy, owner of The 
Charles in Wethersfield, said 
“for the most part everyone 
sees the value in what a vacci- 
nation can do for you,” and 
strongly encourages all his 
employees to be vaccinated. 
But Hardy does not plan to 
exclude unvaccinated people. 

“T think that our restaurant 
keeps our customers safe, 
with hand washing, masks, 
keeping distances. And I 
believe everyone does their 
own due diligence, taking 
responsibility for them- 
selves to keep others safe,” he 
said. “I don’t think a vaccine 
mandate is the answer.” 

Billy Grant, who owns 
Bricco in West Hartford, said 
“I am vaxxed and boosted 
and I am all for the vaccine 
but I don’t think we’re ina 
position to exclude people 
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who aren’t vaccinated.” 

Chris Prosperi, owner 
of Metro Bis in Simsbury, 
said traffic has dropped off 
considerably since the holi- 
days so he can keep custom- 
ers safe by keeping them 
separated at his large facil- 
ity. Beyond that, he says 
customers are smarter now 
than earlier in the pandemic. 
“People are being very care- 
ful about what they are 
doing,” he said. 

Others pointed to the lack 
of a government mandate. 
John Pepe of Chez Estin 
in Hartford said he would 
require vaccination “only 
if required by the city or 
the state.” Nikki Vinci of J. 
Timothy’s in Plainville said 
“we have been following all 
the appropriate guidelines 
and will continue to do so.” 
Heather Loranger of Locals 
8 Restaurant Group, with 
eight locations in Hartford, 
Farmington, Glastonbury, 
Milford, Simsbury, South- 
ington and West Hartford, 
said “it’s not mandatory, 
that’s our reason.” 


New York City 


Restaurateurs’ hesitation 
is understandable. New 
York City began enforcing 
vaccine mandates in restau- 
rants in September. Since 
then, according to a poll by 
the New York State Restau- 
rant Association, which got 
125 responses, most restau- 
rants have experienced 
negative repercussion. 

More than 90% have had 
customer-facing challenges, 
such as customers refusing to 
dine there, hesitating to pres- 
ent proof, canceling events or 
screaming at employees. 

More than 75% have had 
staff issues, such as workers 
refusing to get vaccinated 
and having to be placed on 
leave and staff being spread 
too thin to enforce the 
mandate. 

A majority of respon- 
dents, 57.6%, reported busi- 
ness worsened significantly. 
Another 19.2% reported 
business worsened a little. 
Less than 7% reported busi- 
ness improving and 16.8% 
said business was the same. 

Like CRA, New York’s 
restaurant association 
dislikes mandates. “The 
mandate is a burden on 
an industry that cannot 
bear anymore. New York 
City must find alternatives 
instead of relying on already 
taxed business owners and 
their staffs,” said Melissa 
Fleischut, president and 
CEO of NYSRA. “City 
government should work to 
support restaurants during 
this time, not continue to 
add to their plight.” 

Still, others are waiting to 
see how this infection spike 
plays out. Zach Shuman, vice 
president of operations and 
partner at The Bean Restau- 
rant Group, which includes 
Union Kitchen and Wurst 
Haus in West Hartford, said 
he would comply if the town 
issued a mandate, but he 
doesn’t plan to do it now. 

“I’m actually kind of 
shocked that New York City 
has had it for four or five 
months and it’s not in West 
Hartford yet,” Shuman said. 
“But I think people want 
to watch how it turns out 
before making that kind 
of a decision. Maybe it will 
go down in the next two or 
three weeks.” 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 
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around in the background 
of the village scenes. 

But there are also shots 
of famous documents and 
museum pieces, with voice- 
overs from history profes- 
sors such as you might 
hear in a History Channel 
program. 

The narrator of the film 
is no less imperious a voice 
than Martin Sheen, the 
actor/activist who played 
a U.S. president for seven 
seasons of “The West Wing.” 

“We had dreamed about 
getting somebody as great 
as him to lend his voice,” 
Stearns said. 

The director also sings the 
praises of Peter O’Meara, 
the actor who portrays 
Arnold. “He really captures 
what he was thinking.” 

The production style of 
“Benedict Arnold: Hero 
Betrayed” — part costume 
drama, part educational 
film — was “a giant deci- 
sion,” Stearns said. 

“We could have done a 
straight documentary, with 
the historic houses and the 
portraits and the window- 
sills,” he said. “But few 
have done more to preserve 
American freedom than 
Benedict Arnold. We had 
to do right by him.” 

That duty to Arnold’s 
legacy includes restaging 
historic battles in which he 
showed his heroism, battles 
which Stearns says “hardly 
show up in the the history 
books.” 

“Benedict Arnold: Hero 
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help people through these 
dire times,” said Diana 
Duksa Kurz, who owns 
funeral homes in Newing- 
ton and New Britain. 

Adjustments that once 
seemed novel, such as lives- 
treaming memorial services 
— something that was 
virtually unheard of before 
March of 2020 — have now 
become common. 

“We’re much more 
prepared to meet people 
were they are,” Tierney said. 
“We have different ways 
to help families in need, 
which is good, though it’s 
a bad thing we had to find 
out about all of it through a 
pandemic.” 

Now, the sudden surge in 
cases has brought a heart- 
breaking sense of déja vu. 

“All of a sudden, we’re 
doing things we hadn’t 
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the wild, or other foods they 
are fond of. His prehen- 
sile-tailed skinks eat dande- 
lion leaves and bananas. 
The king cobras’ favorite 
food is other snakes. When 
those aren’t available, they 
are fed shedded snakeskin 
stuffed with mice. His Euro- 
pean legless lizard — which 
easily could be mistaken for 
a snake — eats calcium-en- 
crusted cockroaches. 
Kleinman has been in 
love with reptiles since 
childhood. “I am a native 
of Barkhamsted. The cool 
thing when I was young was 
to hang out ina mall, but the 
Simsbury mall was too far 
away, so I hung out in Tunxis 
State Forest,” he said. “Later 


Betrayed,’ the director says, 
is “the first movie to recre- 
ate the Battle of Ridgefield.” 
The film is based on the 
book “Benedict Arnold, 
Revolutionary Hero: An 
American Warrior Recon- 
sidered” by James Kirby 
Martin. He wrote the book, 
Martin tells The Courant, 
because “I remembered 
hearing about this really 
bad guy, but I knew from my 
military history that he did 
some remarkable things. 
“Here’s this guy who 
we’re being told is the 
essence of all evil. Now, a 
historian is an investiga- 
tor. The key is to get into 
the actual records and see 
what really happened.” 
Martin quickly discovered 
that biographies of Arnold, 
dating to the 1835 “Life 
and Treason of Benedict 
Arnold” by Jared Sparks, 
were creating a narrative 
that portrayed him as rotten 
to the core for his entire life. 
“There were stories spread 
about how bad he was as a 
child,” Martin said, the oppo- 
site of the “I cannot tell a lie” 
tale that historians would 
apply to George Washington. 
The instinctive demon- 
ization of Benedict Arnold 
continues today, Martin 
points out. When the site of 
Arnold’s New Haven home 
(now the parking lot of the 
city’s High School in the 
Community) was excavated 
last year, atunnel was discov- 
ered under the foundation. 
“Immediately,” Martin 
said with a sigh, “there was 
a theory that he was smug- 
gling goods from the harbor. 
They jumped to the conclu- 


done in months,” such as 
offering masks to mourn- 
ers, said David W. MacDon- 
ald, who owns two funeral 
homes in Wallingford and 
serves as president of the 
Connecticut Funeral Direc- 
tors Association. 

MacDonald said he 
noticed the change in 
mid-December, when 
he had some business at 
a hospital. He came in 
through the emergency 
room, and “it was stand- 
ing room only.” He encoun- 
tered the same scene when 
he returned a week later. 

“Then, all of a sudden 
out of nowhere,” MacDon- 
ald added, “we had two 
deaths caused by COVID, or 
connected to it, and I said 
‘uh oh’ 

“Tt’s not as many asin the 
first and second waves,, but 
it’s definitely increasing.” 

In the chaotic early days 
nearly two years ago, most 
large gatherings were 


I worked at Roaring Brook 
as an educator and wildlife 
rehabilitator.” 

He later got a degree in 
biology at Franklin Pierce 
University and began his 
animal-curating career. 

His fondness for the 
creatures is obvious. He 
tells funny stories about 
them and imparts facts 
with a laugh and an eye 
toward entertainment. His 
three Gila monsters were 
used by UConn research- 
ers to study what the 
monsters’ tongue-flicking 
meant. After the study was 
over, the university’s Gila 
monster-ownership permits 
ran out, and the trio wound 
up in Kleinman’s care. 

He loves his Gila monsters 
but laughs at their names. 
“You can tell they were 
named by college students. 
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sion that he was this horri- 
ble criminal. But let me give 
you the name of another 
big smuggler of that time: 
John Hancock, the biggest 
name on the Declaration of 
Independence.” The revo- 
lutionaries would smuggle 
goods as a political protest 
because they disagreed with 
the British taxation policies, 
Martin said. “Arnold built 
that home in 1774 or ‘75. He 
hardly lived there. If he built 
a tunnel, he didn’t need to. 
But imaginations run wild. 

“What has happened 
with Arnold is that histori- 
ans have looked backward at 
his life. They start with trea- 
son, then want to prove that 
he always had a weak char- 
acter. Every good historian, 
though, knows you begin a 
story at the beginning.” 

The “Benedict Arnold: 
Hero Betrayed” film begins 
at the beginning, with the 
once-powerful Arnold 
family’s fall from grace in 
Norwich, when they lost 
wealth and power in the 
community. 

As for the ending, Martin 
argues that by 1780, the 
Revolutionary cause “was 
moribund. It had gone inac- 
tive. When Arnold gets back 
to the British empire, his 
original allegiance, George 
Washington and others 
saw the propaganda value 
in this: ‘You’re not Benedict 
Arnold. Join us.” The film 
shows historical examples 
of Arnold being portrayed 
not as disillusioned but as 
the personification of evil. 
A 1780 political cartoon 
shows a literally two-faced 
Arnold riding in a horse 


forbidden. But with the 
emergence of the vaccines 
and a relaxation of govern- 
ment orders limiting 
indoor crowds, the indus- 
try returned toasemblance 
of normalcy. 

“Everybody thought we 
were getting over a hump. 
... We were just hopeful,” 
Tierney said. “Now there is 
a different feeling” 

Just before Christmas, 
with COVID-19 cases 
already rising, Tierney 
reinstated a mask mandate 
inside his funeral home, “for 
our safety and the safety of 
the people we serve.” 

Delaying Carolyn Adams’ 
memorial service until the 
current surge subsides was 
never a question for her 
family, especially since they 
saw the devastation of the 
virus firsthand. 

Before contracting 
COVID-19, Adams, who 
loved watching the news 
and spoiling her dogs, was 


They’re Lazy Boy, Mr. 
McNasty and Speck,” he said. 

His Madagascar giant 
day geckos have a gross 
hobby — “Their favorite 
thing to do is to poop on 
the glass,’ he said — and 
are among the most popu- 
lar animals at the center. 
“Everybody loves geckos 
because of the Geico gecko, 
but that gecko blinks. Real 
geckos don’t blink,” he said. 

His favorite animals 
are the venomous snakes. 
“They’re just a challenge to 
feed,” he said. Among these 
are his beautiful but deadly 
Western green mambas. 
“Drop for drop, they are 
the most venomous snakes 
in the world. And they’re 
very fast, the Ferraris of 
snakes,” he said. “People 
think snakes are not very 
smart, but mambas are 


wagon alongside the devil, 
who’s shaking a bag of 
money at one of the faces. 
“Benedict Arnold: Hero 
Betrayed” quotes Arnold’s 
own published writings 
explaining his decision to 
switch allegiances: “I was 
only solicitous to accomplish 
an event of decisive impor- 
tance and prevent as much 
as possible in the accom- 
plishment of it the effusion 
of blood. Reunion with the 
British Empire is the best 
and only means to dry up the 
streams of misery that have 
deluged this country-” 
Martin and the many 
other historians quoted in 
the film make clear that 
Arnold wasn’t alone in 
losing trust in the incipient 
American leadership. They 
argue that his traitorous plan 
to surrender the fort at West 
Point to the British would 
not have changed the course 
of the Revolutionary War. 
The film quotes Bill Stan- 
ley, a former director of the 
Norwich Historical Soci- 
ety who died in 2010 and 
a longtime champion of 
Arnold: “In many respects, 
America more betrayed 
Benedict Arnold than 
Arnold betrayed America.” 
The big question, Martin 
suggests, is, “How did this 
man who contributed so 
much to the American 
cause, destroy his own 
reputation while in his 
mind he was trying to do 
the right thing? It is anoble 
but tragic story.” 


Christopher Arnott can 
be reached at carnott@ 
courant.com. 


vibrant and healthy, Pear- 
son said. 

A barrier-breaker who 
worked as a supervisor ina 
lighting factory, in the late 
1950s and early ‘60s when 
women factory bosses were 
a novelty, Adams went into 
business for herself in 1974. 
She ran the Carolyn Adams 
Country Barn until 2016, 
when she retired at 91. 

Adams, who had been 
vaccinated, contracted the 
virus several weeks ago. 
After she was admitted to 
the hospital, her family 
couldn’t visit her so they 
had to rely on technology 
to stay in touch. 

It wasn’t easy: “She was 
hard of hearing so it was 
difficult for her to hear us,” 
Pearson said. “The whole 
thing was just horrifying.” 

Adams told her family 
she wanted to come home, 
and they had set everything 
up for her. She died on Dec. 
29. 


intelligent.” 

Kleinman is on a mission 
to familiarize people with 
reptiles because of common 
misconceptions. 

“Some people are scared 
of them, especially snakes,” 
Kleinman said. “My goal is 
to educate the public. These 
creepy creatures are an 
important part of our ecosys- 
tem. How can we respect 
and co-exist with them?” 

Riverside Reptile Educa- 
tion Center is at 132 South 
Road in Enfield. It is open 
Tuesday to Sunday 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and on Monday for 
field trips only. Admission is 
$16, $14 for seniors, veter- 
ans and ages 3 to 11. Group 
rates available. riversiderep- 
tileeducationcenter.com. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 





Smokey 


gave birth to a litter of kittens, most of whom have 

been adopted. She came froma stressful situation 
and shows some residual trauma. Smokey is taking time 
to acclimate to her new surroundings and Cat Tales is 
giving her time to adjust so they can fully understand 
her true personality. She enjoys being petted, picked up 
and held, and is extremely playful. Those considering 
adopting her are encouraged to play with her every day 
and give her time to adjust to anew home. A safe, stable 
and caring environment will help Smokey thrive. Please 
come meet Smokey. No dogs. No children. If interested, 
go to CatTalesCT.org/cats/Smokey-4 or call 860-344- 
9043 or email info@CatTalesC T.org. 


Sweetie 


old, Parsnip has a shy side, but once she’s comfort- 

able with you, she is such a cuddle bug. She has 
flourished into quite the sweetheart and can’t wait to 
find someone who can love and cherish her. She would 
appreciate a quiet, adult home with someone who has 
lots of love and kindness to give. To learn more, please 
contact Our Companions at 860-242-9999 or email 
Helpline@OurCompanions.org. 


Pier: Parsnip is such a love. At around 5 years Ges is 2 years old and was recently rescued and 


has died, and AFOC has been asked to help. He is a 

4-year-old very friendly fellow. It is traumatic for 
any animal when this happens. Please consider giving 
Sweetie a new loving and permanent home. Ifinter- 
ested, call AFOC at 860-693-0303. 


Gc needs a home. Unfortunately his owner 


For more information or to submit a pet for adoption, please email pets@courant.com. 


Please include a photo, a description of the pet including age and personality, and contact information including an email 
address and a phone number. 


Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Monday, January10,2022 3 
































a ' | ‘FF livyweimwd i > A> AD AEA 4D 4D 
ue CUC«éw y | 1 4 =e  hUlmlCUDTCe ! of iy 
. > me mhCUF lL, il as m=, WAT « i « y [7 
! a | [| Mae _ fa | y @ . “ey | | ~~ 
I yh So = 7 | y \ ff | as a y A @ 
— 4 A f £ L a, wwe a 1 y 
, Ss a i 








HOME SERVICES. 24/7 “ane = tans y 
ya —_ >) — rea ft Fa 
eS RUM BuE 
4 = — ~ —_ a e 
indie Sed King Masterpiece 
of Puzzles! A Gown | 


Achievement of / 
Puzzles! [ie X 


a a 
= 
ma 
f 


| MNAOW 
LW 10 TMA Ny 


VAT RIATS IE | “IF YOU THINK THIS IS Ys 
a fe =3 EXPIRES 1/31/22. CALL FOR DETAILS. ) 
] EW Heating & Cooling System 
Save up to $2,022 ona N g — 











INY 


| TUINY | 
LUINT LU TY § 


= : * 
= 
LAIN KG} H (0) | 





















YOU CHOOSE YOUR 








ORTH UP TO $2,022! OFFERENDS1/31/22 














rrgrtiea ] @aa@ V4 























umbie Book 


Join the wordplay fun today with 
our vast collection of puzzle books. 
































¢ 24/7 SERVICE 
¢ ZERO EMERGENCY FEES 


HOME SERVICES... ¢ NIGHTS, WEEKENDS 
& HOLIDAYS 


LIMITED TIME ONLY! Offer Expires 1/31/22 


' PROTECT YOUR SYSTEMS ALL YEAR ‘8 S003 051A OL MOL 0011 


TUNE-UP SPRING 
S99Now 34 TUNE-UP | = , ag 
: PLUS! NO BREAKDOWN GUARANTEE :§§ : —— | 


HEATING cooLING LuNBING (47, T, 7d CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! HEATING «COOLING - PLUMBING SA LJ, Ti 2pm CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! 


(860) 215-3576 


© HARP Home Services LLC. All Rights Reserved. SHM.0004090-SM1 (Sheet Metal) - HTG.0388411-S1 (HVAC) 
-PLM.0281015-P1 (Plumbing) - ELC.0200971-E1 (Electrical) 


Advertise 


Hartford Courant 


ot L Re 


Shop now at 
courant.com/shopjumble 


or call (866) 545-3534 


ea —o Lj eee 


it’s that easy! 


v v 
v v 








Schedule | @ Layout @ Review & Submit 


Self-Service Print and Online Display and Classified Ads 
See Your Options: 


TRIBUNE 


Chicago Tribune Hartford Courant Daily Press 
THE MORNING CALL THE BALTIMORE SUN Che Virginian-Pilot 
Orlando Sentinel SunSentinel 


4 Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Monday, January 10, 2022 











NOW PLAYIN 


‘ENCANTO:: The latest 
Disney Animation film, 
“Encanto,” sweeps audi- 
ences away to acolorful, 
enchanted world of Colom- 
bian magical realism, 
introducing the Madrigal 
family, who have each been 
granted extraordinary gifts, 
except one, our heroine, 
Mirabel (Stefanie Beatriz), 
who has yet to discover 

her own personal magic. 
The Madrigal family magic 
was borne out of extreme 
trauma and pain, when 
matriarch Abuela Alma 
(Maria Cecilia Botero) 

lost her husband while 
fleeing violence in their 
village. In desperation, 

she cried out for protec- 
tion for herself and her 
infant triplets, and a magi- 
cal candle raised moun- 
tains around a charmed 
casita, where she’s raised 
her family since. Each 
Madrigal receives their gift 
in a coming-of-age cere- 
mony, whether it’s super 
strength, high-powered 
hearing, talking to animals, 
spinning flowers out of 
thin air, shape-shifting, 
future divining, weather 
controlling or food healing. 
The only exception to the 
magical rule so far is the 
sweet, smart Mirabel, who 
never received her gift, and 
has since felt like the family 
outcast, bending over 
backward to earn her place 
among them. As she starts 
to see cracks in the founda- 
tion of their beloved casita, 
Mirabel probes deeper in 
to the family’s magic, and 
ultimately realizes that all 
of her family members are 
caught in the trap of perfec- 
tionism, believing that they 
have to use their gifts in the 
ways others want them to, 
without remaining authen- 
tic to themselves and their 
desires. 1:39, 3 stars. — Katie 
Walsh, Tribune News 
Service 


‘THE KING’S MAN’: How 
English is “The King’s 


CELEBRITIES 


Man”? So English that the 
biggest musical flourish in 
the score is reserved for a 
scene in which someone 
decides whether to have 

a cup of tea. It’s a prequel 
to the “Kingsman” movies 
that starred Taron Egerton 
and Samuel L. Jackson, 
but it’s best to forget about 
them since this one takes 
place more than halfa 
century earlier. It purports 
to chart the development 
of the secret spy agency 
depicted in the gleefully 
bloody London-set “King- 
sman” films, connecting 
early 20th-century events 
such as the assassination 
of Archduke Franz Ferdi- 
nand, the Russian reign 

of terror of Rasputin and 
trench warfare in World 
War I. 2:11. 2 stars. — Chris 
Hewitt, Minneapolis Star 
Tribune 


‘LICORICE PIZZA’: Gary 
Valentine is almost famous. 
This enterprising hustler 
parlays his demi-fame 
into a kind of accidental- 
on-purpose mystique, 
that of a15-year-old LA 
whiz kid, with one foot 

in the Industry as a child 
actor and the other in 
whatever he’s cooking up 
at the moment. “Licorice 
Pizza,’ writer-director 
Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
gloriously hazy hangout 
of amovie, starts from 

the premise of this San 
Fernando Valley high 
schooler putting his idea 
of “the moves” on 25-year- 
old Alana. She works as a 
photographer’s assistant. 
He first spies her when 
he’s in line for picture day. 
Their queasy age difference 
makes Gary’s ardor, in 
Alana’s eyes, a foolish 
delusion. Yet Alana — as 
played, indelibly, by Alana 
Haim of the Grammy- 
nominated sisters band 
Haim — finds herself 
weirdly charmed by this 
boy/man. Pretty soon 
she’s hanging out with his 
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Reviews of movies showing 
in theaters or streaming online 


friends, accompanying him 
as an adult chaperon on 

a movie promotional trip 
to New York, all the while 
yearning for her own niche 
in life with actual adults. 
2:13. 3 % stars. — Michael 
Phillips, Chicago Tribune 


‘THE LOST DAUGHTER’: 
Olivia Colman and Jessie 
Buckley never share a 
frame in “The Lost Daugh- 
ter,” since they play the 
same character, Leda, a 
literature professor and 
translator, at different 

and equally challenging 
ages. But for anyone who 
considers these two to be 
among our very best screen 
actors, as honest and exact- 
ing as they are supple and 
versatile, the satisfaction of 
seeing Colman and Buck- 
ley create different stages 
of the same life is enor- 
mous. Taken from Elena 
Ferrante’s 2006 novel, 

first published in Italian, 
“The Lost Daughter” is 

a triumph of adaptation 
for writer and first-time 
feature director Maggie 
Gyllenhaal. Her film, relo- 
cating the novel’s southern 
Italian setting to a Greek 
island, spins a subtle web 
of intrigue. Streaming 

on Netflix. 2:01. 4 stars. 

— Michael Phillips 


‘THE MATRIX 
RESURRECTIONS’: When 
the Wachowski siblings, 
Lana and Lilly, changed 
the film landscape (and 
popular culture) forever 
with 1999’s “The Matrix,” 
a philosophical sci-fi film 
starring Keanu Reeves that 
questioned the very nature 
of existence itself, it was 
no surprise that the studio 
behind the movie, Warner 
Bros., asked them to make 
afew more. They obliged 
in 2003, with “The Matrix 


Reloaded” and “The Matrix 


Revolutions,” though the 
sequels effectively killed 
off the idea that we’d ever 
hang with Neo and Trinity 


Wallen album most popular of 2021 


From news services 


New data from the 
music industry confirms 
what a lot of people long 
suspected — 2021 wasa 
very good year for Morgan 
Wallen, Adele and vinyl. 

MRC Data’s year-end 
report, presented in collab- 
oration with Billboard, 
showed that Wallen’s 
“Dangerous: The Double 
Album” ended 2021 as 
both the top country 
album of the year and 
the most popular album 
across all genres, with 
3.2 million equivalent 
album units earned during 
the year. That’s despite 
Wallen being rebuked by 
the music industry after 
a video surfaced showing 
him using a racial slur. 

Other top albums in 
2021 include Olivia Rodri- 
go’s “SOUR,” Pop Smoke’s 
“Shoot for the Stars Aim 
for the Moon” and Doja 
Cat’s “Planet Her.” Dua 
Lipa’s single “Levitating” 
was unstoppable, with 
804.7 million on-demand 
audio and video streams, 
the top hit of the year. 

Adele’s album “30” 
arrived late last year, and 
she recorded the high- 
est album sales debut in 
four years, with first-week 
sales of 839,000 equivalent 
units. It was the biggest 
selling album debut since 
Taylor Swift’s “Reputa- 
tion” in 2017. 

Drake’s “Certified 
Lover Boy” was 2021’s 
most popular rap album 
in the United States, 
with 1.97 million equiva- 
lent album units earned. 
Masked Wolf’s “Astro- 
naut in the Ocean” was the 
most consumed rap song 
of 2021. Bad Bunny’s “El 
Ultimo Tour Del Mundo” 
was the top Latin album. 

Audio on-demand 
streaming set a single- 
year high with 988.1 
billion streams. And vinyl 
surpassed CDs as the most 
sold physical format for 
the first time since MRC 
Data started measuring 
music sales in 1991. 
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Morgan Wallen’s “Dangerous: The Double Album,’ ended 2021 
as the most popular album across all genres, according to 
MRC Data’s year-end report. EVAN AGOSTINI/INVISION 2019 


Vinyl’s share of phys- 
ical sales accounted for 
less than 2% in 2011, but 
finished 2021 with more 
than half of all physi- 
cal album sales, totaling 
41.7 million albums. 


Morrison short story to 
be published: To much of 
the world, the late Toni 
Morrison was anovelist, 
celebrated for such clas- 
sics as “Beloved,” “Song of 
Solomon” and “The Bluest 
Eye.” 

But the Nobel laure- 
ate also completed plays, 
poems, essays and short 
stories, one of which is 
coming out as abook on 
Feb. 1. “Recitatif,’” written 
by Morrison in the early 
1980s and rarely seen over 
the following decades, 
follows the lives of two 
women from childhood to 
their contrasting fortunes 
as adults. Zadie Smith 
contributes an introduc- 
tion and the story’s audio 
edition is read by actor 
Bahni Turpin. 


“Recitatif” was included 
in the 1983 release “Confir- 
mation: An Anthology 
of African American 
Women,’ now out of print. 
“Recitatif” refers to 
a musical expression 
defined by Merriam-Web- 
ster as “arhythmically free 
vocal style that imitates 
the natural inflections of 
speech,” a style Morrison’s 
often suggested. The story 
tells of a series of encoun- 
ters between Roberta 
and Twyla, one of whom 
is Black, the other white, 
although readers are left to 
guess which is which. 


Jan.10 birthdays: Singer 
Ronnie Hawkins is 87. 
Actor William Sanderson 
is 78. Singer Rod Stewart is 
77. Musician Donald Fagen 
is 74. Singer Pat Benatar is 
69. Singer Shawn Colvin 

is 66. Actor Evan Handler 
is 61. Singer Brad Roberts 
is 58. Actor Trini Alvarado 
is 55. Singer Brent Smith 

is 44, Rapper Chris Smith 
is 43. 


again. But the powers 
that be will always want 
more, and so a sequel to 
the trilogy, “The Matrix 
Resurrections,” arrives 18 
years later. But this isn’t 


just another rehash. Rather, 


the film asks us to question 
the utility of sequels, 
reboots and the constant 
churn of intellectual 
property, especially when 
the original lesson of “The 
Matrix” was to awaken 
oneself to the system and 
then bring the whole thing 
crashing down. 2:28. 3 stars. 
Streaming on HBO Max. 

— Katie Walsh 


‘SING 2’: The turning point 
in “Sing 2” happens about 
45 minutes in, whena 
porcupine croons a wistful 
version of U2’s “Stuck ina 
Moment You Can’t Get Out 
Of” Up until that scene, 
“Sing 2” has been all too 
much like its predeces- 

sor, a weirdly disjointed 
animated comedy that 

was sort of like if karaoke 
were performed by stuffed 
animals. A bunch of cuddly 
creatures, including that 
porcupine (voiced by Scar- 
lett Johansson) and a koala 
(Matthew McConaughey), 
are involved in a musical 
competition where blandly 
competent singers perform 
versions of songs that 
make you wish you could 
hear the original perform- 
ers instead. Writer/ 
director Garth Jennings 
keeps making the musical 
numbers bigger and bigger, 
including a version of space 
travel, and we get to hear 
Johansson’s moody take 

on another U2 song, “With 
or Without You.” 1:52. 

2% stars. — Katie Walsh 


‘SPIDER-MAN: NO WAY 
HOME’: Casting Tom 
Holland as Peter Parker 
was one of the sharper 
decisions to emerge from 
the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe. Holland provides 
the glue and the webbing 
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Kathryn Hunter in director Joel Coen’s “The Tragedy of 


Macbeth.” APPLE TV+ 


for the latest Spidey 
outing, “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home.” Director Jon 
Watts and screenwrit- 

ers Chris McKenna and 
Erik Sommers deliver an 
extremely busy, gener- 

ally entertaining venture 
into the MCU multiverse 
of alternate timelines, 
competing versions of 

the same character and 
swirling trippiness. If 

you caught the animated 
and extremely deft 2018 
“Spider-Man: Into the 
Spider-Verse,” you'll get the 
idea. This film has little of 
that film’s visual invention 
but a good deal of its verbal 
wit. 2:28. 3 stars. — Michael 
Phillips 


“THE TRAGEDY OF 
MACBETH: The early 
17th-century potboiler 
“The Tragedy of Macbeth” 
is the shortest of Shake- 
speare’s tragedies. Direc- 
tor and adapter Joel Coen 
— working here without 
brother Ethan — took on 
this film version with his 
wife, Frances McDor- 
mand, committed to Lady 


Macbeth, opposite Denzel 
Washington as the ruth- 
less warrior who lusts for 
the crown and goes blood 
simple in the process. 
Stripping “Macbeth” for 
parts, keeping the focus on 
the main narrative lines 

of political assassination 
and what Macbeth himself 
refers to as “supernatu- 

ral soliciting,’ Coen turns 
out to be ideally suited to 

a straight-ahead, let’s-get- 
on-with-it rendition. Shot 
on an LA soundstage, in 
tight, boxy 4:3 and black 
and white, this 105-minute 
trot through a charismatic 
power couple’s rise and fall 
is ripping stuff — largely 
because it dwells ina 
shadow realm where theat- 
rical methods meet cine- 
matic expression. In the 
best way, we never quite 
know where we are here. 
1:45. 3% stars. — Michael 
Phillips 


RATINGS: The movies 
listed are rated according 
to the following key: 4 stars, 
excellent; 3 stars, 00d; 2 
stars, fair; 1 star, poor. 


ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Christmas Eve brings competing traditions 


Dear Amy: My late first 
wife has a sister who hosts 
a Christmas Eve dinner. 

I remarried after my 
wife’s death, and three 
of the five boys in our 
blended family, ages 18 
to 27, attend their aunt’s 
dinner. 

The event tends to go 
past 10 p.m., resulting in 
tired participants for our 
Christmas morning, as 
well as no Christmas Eve 
together for our blended 
family. 

We asked the boys’ aunt 
afew years ago whether 
she would be willing to 
host her event on Dec. 23, 
so the three sons could 
attend with less impact on 
our own Christmas. 

The response was, 
“Absolutely not, Christmas 
Eve dinner is our tradi- 
tion.” 

The three boys who 
attend are old enough 
to make their own deci- 
sions, but they have 
expressed that they are 


caught between competing 


Christmas Eve events (we 


have even had negotiations 


about this event in family 
therapy). 

We do not know 
whether to drop it or 
continue to express regret 
about this competing 
annual Christmas Eve 
event. Your advice? 

— Halfa Family on 
Christmas Eve 


Dear Half-a-Family: Many, 
many families split their 
time and attendance over 
various holiday celebra- 
tions. For you to have all of 
your adult children with 
you on both Christmas Eve 
and the following day — is 
unrealistic. 

You have your own 
blended family celebration 
on Christmas Day. 

I suggest that you adjust 


the timing of your cele- 
bration so that all of your 
family members can 
regroup on Christmas 
morning, and not arrive at 
your home bedraggled. 

This aunt’s Christmas 
Eve tradition is longstand- 
ing, and because your 
sons choose to attend it, I 
think you should accept 
that — for them — this is 
an important aspect of 
their Christmas celebra- 
tion. And so, you should let 
them have it, and instead 
of hosting a competing 
event — you and your 
wife should scale back 
your own Christmas Eve. 
Develop your own inti- 
mate traditions with the 
smaller group. 

This whole issue is 
obviously a big sticking 
point with you, but if you 
couldn’t work it out to your 
satisfaction in family ther- 
apy, then I’d say that the 
adult response would be 
to accept things as they are 
and to stop pushing. 


Dear Amy: I have two 
grandsons that are worry- 
ing me quite a bit. 

One child is a 9-year-old 
and the other a 5-year-old. 

Here’s my concern: The 
9-year-old weighs 140 
pounds, and the 5-year-old 
weighs 80. 

They are both almost 
twice the average weight 
for children their ages. 

How can I address my 
concerns for their health 
with my son and his wife? 

— Grampa 


Dear Grampa: According 
to statistics published by 
the CDC (cdc.gov), the rate 
of childhood obesity in 
America is truly alarming: 
“Tn 2017-18, the prevalence 
of obesity was 19.3% and 
affected about 14.4 million 
children and adolescents. 


Obesity prevalence was 
13.4% among 2- to 5-year- 
olds, 20.3% among 6- to 
11-year-olds, and 21.2% 
among 12- to 19-year-olds.” 

Obesity in children can 
lead to serious health prob- 
lems, including diabetes 
and high cholesterol. 

Yes, you should express 
your concern. You can start 
by saying, “I’m worried 
about the boys’ weight. 
Have they had a wellness 
check this year? Did the 
pediatrician bring this up?” 

You can expect these 
parents to respond defen- 
sively, but if you are open 
and nonjudgmental about 
this topic, it might inspire 
them to continue to talk 
with you about it. 


Dear Amy: Thank you for 
publishing the question 
from “Underperformer,” 
a woman whose husband 
was demanding that she 
submit to a sexual act she 
“hated,” and who refused 
to kiss her because she 
didn’t. 

I was shocked when I 
read the question, because 
I could have written it. 

Thank you for breaking 
from your usual practice 
of urging couples to work 
things out — and for telling 
her, point blank, to get out. 

I wish I had followed 
this frank advice years 
ago — I would have been 
spared years of escalating 
abuse. 

— Survivor 


Dear Survivor: The 
number of women 
responding with similar 
stories (well over 100), is 
frankly heartbreaking. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Zabka turned ‘Cobra Kai’ into 
comedy worth taking seriously 


By Lorraine Ali 


Los Angeles Times 


The Emmys aren’t until 
September, but I’m kicking 
off the Nominate “Cobra 
Kai” Movement now. Now 
streaming, the fourth 
season of Netflix’s martial 
arts series — and more 
pointedly its lead William 
Zabka — should be top 
contenders in the comedy 
categories. If I could end 
this paragraph with a low 
roundhouse kick and knee 
strike to drive my point 
home, I would. 

I understand this 
crusade is an uphill climb. 
I’m advocating for the 
aging television academy 
to vote for a young adult 
series where teens beat up 
each other, and the show 
may as well have dropped 
from the sky when it 
debuted in 2018 and ran for 
two seasons on YouTube 
Premium. It did land a 
comedy series nomination 
last year after moving to 
Netflix, and its mini-mall 
brawls and karate cham- 
pionship showdowns 
made it stand out among 
kid-gloved nominees 
such as “Emily in Paris,” 
“Ted Lasso” and “The 
Kominsky Method.” Fans 
delighted in the ruckus 
and the humor, but the 
action may have distracted 
voters from “Cobra Kai’s” 
strength as an inventive, 
cohesive series that over 
four seasons has refined 
its comedic rhythm like its 
characters have perfected 
their fighting skills. 

At the forefront of the 
charge is series lead and 
co-executive producer 
William Zabka. He 
reprises the role of Johnny 
Lawrence, the rich-kid 
bully from the 1980s “The 
Karate Kid” film franchise 
who rivaled working-class 
good guy Daniel LaRusso 
(Ralph Macchio). Their 
fortunes are reversed 
in the TV series, where 
Lawrence is a divorced, 
often out-of-work 
handyman and former 
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Actor William Zabka reprises 
his role as Johnny Lawrence 
in the series “Cobra Kai.” 
JEROD HARRIS/GETTY 2019 


sensei of the ruthless 

dojo Cobra Kai. He’s 
emotionally stunted, lacks 
basic social skills and has 
a cultural barometer that’s 
stuck in 1985. 

Johnny’s glacial self- 
improvement — two good 
deeds forward, three 
six-packs back — could 
have become a mere shtick 
in another performer’s 
hands. But Zabka has craft- 
ily pushed the stubborn 
character to grow without 
forfeiting Johnny’s dude- 
like essence. Though set 
in his ways, the All-Val- 
ley tournament champ 
is never the same from 
season to season, despite 
his penchant for Judas 
Priest cranked to 11 and 
Manwiches seasoned with 
beef jerky. 

He is the heart and 
soul of the show. This 
season, he has conceded to 
work with rival LaRusso, 
who’s now the owner ofa 
successful car dealership 
— which makes Johnny 
both question and double 
down on his Strike First, 
No Mercy policy. The 
story unfolds around him 
with the returning cast, 
more original characters 
from the films (Thomas 
Griffith as the schem- 
ing Terry Silver) and new 
additions to the teen- 


age crew (such as Dallas 
Dupree’s Kenny). Cobra 
Kai, usurped by John 
Kreese (Martin Kove), is 

a threat to all that’s good 
and noble about karate, 
and the series continues to 
draw on the themes that 
made the films resonate: 
anger versus restraint, the 
wealthy versus the work- 
ing class, winning at all 
costs versus moral respon- 
sibility. Though rooted in 
the history of the films, the 
story is compelling and 
fresh thanks to new twists, 
character turns and the 
cunning refusal to take the 
’80s-era earnestness too 
far before making fun of it. 

The drama plays out in 
the San Fernando Valley, 
from the tony hills of 
Encino where the LaRus- 
sos live, including daugh- 
ter Amanda (Courtney 
Henggeler), to the flats 
of Reseda, where Johnny 
and his mentee Miguel 
(Xolo Mariduena) live 
in an unironic, rundown 
mid-century apartment 
complex. The teens are 
destined to repeat the 
mistakes of their parents 
if something, or someone, 
doesn’t change their ways. 

And so we’re back at 
Zabka. As Johnny, he’s still 
trying to survive finan- 
cially after the duplici- 
tous Kreese stole his dojo, 
and is struggling to keep 
up with a world that’s 
changed drastically over 
his lifetime. He’s growing 
ever so Slowly with each 
new sober experience, so 
forgive him if he stumbles 
over pronouns and thinks 
“sender fluid” is a sports 
drink. Zabka is master- 
ful in setting off tiny light 
bulbs of promise and prog- 
ress inside an otherwise 
hardheaded and seemingly 
hopeless case. He subtly 
makes the case that guys 
who eat 7-Eleven hot dogs 
for breakfast deserve love 
and respect too. 

Thanks largely to Zabka, 
“Cobra Kai” is a comedy 
that needs to be taken seri- 
ously. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 19): 
Spend time alone today. 
While you can work 
successfully toward your 
goals, you might be better 
off first ensuring that 
they’re truly your goals and 
not someone else’s idea of 
success that you’ve picked 
up along the way. 


Taurus (April 20-May 

20): Inaccurate ideas 
about the world could be 
holding you back! Your 
friends may be able to give 
you a necessary nudge to 
move forward. The fear of 
making a dramatic break 
from your past could have 
prevented you from going 
there in the past, but you 
don’t need to make a big 
display. 


Gemini (May 21-June 

20): Excitement about an 
in-progress collaboration 
on a personal goal could 
fill your heart at this time, 
and it might be hard for 
you to stop yourself from 
telling everyone you know 
all about it. However, you 
might be better off giving 
your project the space it 
needs to develop. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Your longing for adventure 
may be more powerful at 
the moment. Someone else 
in your life could be very 
happy to provide you with 
perhaps more direction 
than you want. However, 
even their less helpful 
suggestions can at least 
remind you of what doesn’t 
interest you! 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Jan.10, 1776, Thomas 
Paine published “Common 
Sense,’ which argued for 
American independence. 


In1870, John D. Rockefel- 
ler incorporated Standard 
Oil. 
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Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Any 
efforts to explore a fasci- 
nating investment oppor- 
tunity may be stymied 

by authority figures or 
bureaucratic processes at 
this time. Still, try to keep 
in mind that they could 
actually be looking out for 
you! The little details could 
trip you up if you aren’t 
careful. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You may really idealize 
someone in your life right 
now, but trying to hold on 
to them too tightly could 
push them away. While 
this person might have 
great qualities, focus on the 
good things that they bring 
out in you. Their influence 
may allow you to explore 
your intellectual side more 
than usual. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Though others you live 
with may drive you crazy, 
try to think of disrup- 
tions as excess energy that 
needs an outlet rather 
than attempts to ruin your 
life. If you make an effort 
to look at the situation in 
an intuitive way, you may 
see what some underlying 
requirements are. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 

21): Talking to someone 
else about a creative idea 
you have brewing may be 
helpful. While you might 
feel that they’re overly 
picky about the details, you 
probably should be able to 
answer some of their ques- 
tions, at least to yourself, 

in order to move forward 
with the project. 


In 1920, the League of 
Nations was established 
as the Treaty of Versailles 
went into effect. 


In 1967, Massachusetts 
Republican Edward W. 
Brooke, the first Black 
person elected to the U.S. 
Senate by popular vote, 
took his seat. 


In 1971, French fashion 


designer Coco Chanel died 
in Paris at age 87. 
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THE STORIES OF HOW WAITS KINGDOM 
BECAME MAGICAL IN ORLANDO 
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Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and fascinating history of Disney World with 
this stunning retrospective, featuring original coverage and 
over 100 photos from our archives. 


tribpub.com/disneybook 


Shop now at 


or call (866) 545-3534 


TRIBUNE 


PUBLISHING 


*Available for pre-order only. Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 
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Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Visions of ahome 
makeover may be swirl- 
ing in your head! While 
becoming aware of what 
you can afford could seem 
to throw a wet blanket on 
your fun, this constraint 
may ultimately give you 
enough focus to plana 
plausible project that you'll 
actually be able to get done. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may want to avoid 
getting pinned down 

to a particular position, 
whether it’s because you’re 
trying to keep your options 
open or because you’re 
attempting to remain 
friends with people on 
multiple sides of a contro- 
versial topic. Don’t take 

it too far. Plot your next 
move. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): The way you currently 
handle money may look 
unstructured, but you 
might actually have clearer 
underlying logic than you 
let on. This isn’t a bad 
thing — as long as you’re 
aware of what that logic 

is. Secrets you keep from 
yourself have the potential 
to be used against you. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): Your friends may be 
a dominant presence in 
your life at this time, and 
you might be grateful for 
the direction they provide. 
Even if your own identity 
feels a little vague these 
days, you could wind up 
discovering what you 
want. Embrace them — 
even if they are awkward. 


In 2002, Marines began 
flying al-Qaida prisoners in 
Afghanistan to a U.S. base 
at Guantanamo Bay. 


In 2003, North Korea 
withdrew from a global 
treaty barring it from 
making nuclear weapons. 


In 2007, the Democrat- 
ic-controlled House voted 
315-116 to increase the 
federal minimum wage to 
$7.25 an hour. 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 


LEAN = _ STAND 


REACH —ON THIS 

THAT — UNSTABLE 

HIGH. OFFICE CHAIR. 
I'LL HOLD IT 


TED, I NEED YOU 
TO HELP ME REACH 
A BOX ON A HIGH 


IN MY DEFENSE, HE 
NEVER SHOULD HAVE 
TRUSTED ME. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 
—_ 
as Bi 


— | 


1-10-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 
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WE HAVE TO MOVE THE WATER- BASICALLY WHAT \| | THATS WHERE YOU COME IN. 
FALL OVER ABOUT SIX FEET, | TM HAVING BUILT }4 | 1M GOING TO NEED QUTDOOR 






BUT YOU GET THE GENERAL. | : . Bee oan : : pet - Gil Thorp By Neal Rubin and Frank McLaughlin 


PE COOL AS THE HOUSE ITSELF! / , 1 HEY, GLYS. IF ANYONE 
f/ AT THIS POINT, O WANTS TO JOIN US, CATHY 
| / W CAPTAIN, I'0 SAY JUST 
/ LEAD BY EXAMPLE. | 






oo T 
CUTS AND 


OWORKON \22——4 
1 
i, 






AND | ARE STAYING AFTER 
PRACTICE... 
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= s| | HOLLIS BUY 
=< An a. NVNeLA me correc. | 






SO THAT BY THE TIME 


I'M FOLLY AWAKE, ; ener es 
IT'S FRIDAY CALLING WILBUR WESTON poll acts poe 


TO GUEST SERVICES! 
WILBUR WESTON... 


I TRY TO EASE 
INTO THE WEEK 
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T NEED A HEADLINE FOR THE STORY 

ABOUT THE VISITING ACROBATS FROM 

PRAGUE WHO DO A HIGH WIRE ACT. 
[7 Aa 


TWINS ON AN OLD | MY OLD SKETCHBOOKS. 
\ DRAWING OF YOURSP \_ IT WAS REALLY CUTE. 





AN EMBATTLED MAYOR SANDERSON 
MEETS WITH HIS ADVISERS--- 


a : eS THERE IS NO PROOF! ‘ 
Ey = THERE'S - WHERE IS THE PROOF?! 
{ SOMETHING : VF} \ SHOW ME THE PROOF 


ABOUT THIS, SAM- 
\ BE PROOF ABBEY ‘—~7/\\ 


1 GOT YOU A JOB THAT \_a SIMONEr I TOLD YOU I DON'T 
PAYS FIFTY DOLLARS . =| WANT TO WORK NIGHTS. Pieaee 


AN HOUR, BUT ITS WY - : f 
; SIXTEEN 
THE NIGHT SHIFT. _/ | ve , . : DOLLARS 


AN HOUR. 















THIS JUST CAN‘T 









HEY RAT IT'S ME, GOAT. 
WONDERING IF YOURE GONNA 
TOIN US FOR OUR LITTLE 
GET-TOGETHER. 


MY DAD ALWAYS 
SAYS LIFE GOES 
TOO FAST. 


HE'S NEVER \ | 
TAKEN MR. GARCIA'S 


ALGEBRA CLASS. 
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Mutts By Patrick McDonnell 
0 . # . ¥ 







The Autobiography of 

Harry L. Dinkle - The 

World’s Greatest Band 
.. Director. 


You Really Haven’t Retired 
Until All of the Band 
Turkeys Are Gone From 
Your Freezer. 


© 2022 Batom, Inc. Distributed by North America 
Syndicate Inc. All Rights Reserved 





Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 


How De WE DECIDE 

WHICH TOWNS AND CITIES 

WE SAVE FRoM SEA 
LEVEL RISE? 






bf A FISHING 
GAME SEEMS 
IN POOE TASIE . 


r: 


— 
— 


POPULATION SIZE? 
COST OF DEFENSES P 
TAX REVENUE? 






~\ make it worth | 
= your while... 7. 





2022 Mark Tatuj}i/Distr. by Andrews McMeel Syndication 





© 2022 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 
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Jump Start By Robb Armstrong Wizard Of Id By Johnny Hart and Brant Parker 
IT'S ALL ABOUT GETTING 
THE BEST PROTECTION 
FROM THE ENEMY... YEAH 


How COME IT STILL HIGH-EFRICIENCY WHEN You SMELL ' 
SMELLS LIKE A PARTICULATE AIR PINE, IT MEANS Yrs He cal hl) Mie 
CHRISTMAS TREE FULTERS, OURS (5 |] UR SYSTEM HIELD TO BE PERFECTLY 
IN THIS HOSPITAL? ‘L UNIT"? J THE most ADVANCED] HAS REMOVED ROUND AND SMOOTH 
CA IN THE WORLD. J} NiRGoRNE VIRUS 
CONTAMINANTS. BAYSMITH 


Facebook.com/WizardOfld 


@©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


Wizardofld.com 
Dist, by Creators 
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HE GOES NUTS WHEN THERE'S 
ANYTHING HAPPENING AT 
THE WINDOW. 


ING FEATURES 


A PRINT AT RHYMESWITHORANGE-COM 





Git 
Sir Woofalo 





GoComics.com 1/10 
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SOUND TECHNOLOGY. a j es SS = , Ban a TM WT HERE, ; 
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SIZED 
SIONS 






For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
PEOPLE ALWAYS SAY THE! 
PUT THEIR BACK ay: at 
[TS NOT POSSIBLE TO , 
* PUT BACK OUT — 
SO-- HEH HEH: LET ME 
SET YOU 


TAA Hr! 


§ ACTUALLY, THERES NO SUCH 
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B.C. By Hart 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 
I JUST SET THE 
CLOCK BACK. 


»e WASN'T 
THAT LIKE 
TWO MONTHS 
AGO? 


An) 
y ! 
. \ —_ A Be 
| SSS. wat 
1-10-22 4 ( ssetsert"™ Dist. by Creators 


Beetle Bailey by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker 


esl A ee aoe e I'M A WINNER ! 
WINNEK, K E UR- , | 
SELF YOU ARE A WINNER!” Tm A se eagp 


IT TAKES A 
WHILE TO MOVE 
THAT THING. 
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YOU RUSHED 
OUT OF HERE Q 
THIS MORNING. /T |_| “N 


MWD 220e@ — 


nyeo4 Bury Aq poinquisig ‘ou; “‘eue: 


“9}B9IPUAS sou 


MIND TURNING 
ME AROUND ? 


YOU HAVE NOTHING 
TO SA 
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NO..HE'S kN 
ETROLOGIST 

FROM EARTH 2.0 
STUDYING THE 









WHERE ARE YoU AND 
LUCN GOING, DANKE? 


I'N\ JUST GOING To ASSUME LARS 
Ib AN IMAGINARN FRIEND OR A 
KID HOS REALLWN INTo COSPLAN 


GOOD... LARS NEEDS 


NDULTS FoR Wis 
RESEARCH 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


EXCEPT THE ONES 
THAT KEEP SENDING 
THESE MONTHI BILLS 


MANY BUSINESSES 
HAVE BEEN FORCED 
JO SHUT THEIR DOORS 
‘CAUSE OF COVID 


MY FAN PIZZERIA 
HAS CLOSED \TS 

DOORS FOR GOOD 
‘CAUSE OF COVID! 


nyee4 Bury Aq 2zoz © 
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Pickles By Brian Crane 
WHAT HAPPENED UGH! |GOTALL THE (SEARCHED FOR IT AH.T00 BAD, 
TO THAT SICSAW WAY TO THE END | FOR HOURS, FINALLY \ FOUND THE 
PUZZLE YOU WERE AND FOUND OUT \ WAS SO UPSET | MISSING PIECE. 
WORKING ON? THE LAST PIECE THREW THE PUZZLE 







WAS MISSING !! IN THE TRASH! 










IT AMGOING TOMAKE 
THE ABSOLUTE MOST OF 
THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY! 





THERE ARE 

TIMEZ WHEN 
A KITTEN 
WAKE? UP 


\\ We g YO Se : Fe ; ww 


\y 


ON THE 
WRONG JIVE 
OF BALANCE 
AND GRACE | 
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Mother Goose And Grimm By Mike Peters 





WHAT DID 
20U VO OVER 


DNAS D Web RAY BEFORE GRIMMA 
THE WEEKEND? Al pt ROOM Ff 


GETS A CHANCE To 


> HEY 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 64 Places for ll “Wait, I'llbe right 38 Lendl of tennis 

1 It may be acute, astronomy buffs there!” 39 Campfire stories, 
obtuse or right 65 Screen door 12 Daisylike flower Say 

6 Lee with stuff 13 Unit of heat 42 Pasadena 
desserts 66 Wile E. Coyote’s energy engineering 

10 Way cool, in the supplier 15 Whale sch. 
00S 67 Funny sketches constellation 45 Fork over 

14 High school (anagram of 47 Reason for extra 
experiment site pDown CUTES) innings 

16 Mishmash dish 1 More than 21 Stubbornanimal 48 Snow speck 

17 *Sensei’s studio wonders 22 “American Dad!” 49 Secona-string 

18 Poker pot starter 2 Final Four org. channel squad 

19 Khan of Khan 3 Oneofagroup 23 Santa’s jolly 50 Chilling 
Academy who “just wanna syllables 51 The “A” in James 

20 Greek T have fu-un”: 24 Awards show A. Garfield 

21 Rage Cyndi Lauper host 52 Singer Frankie 

22 *Loud, wet 4 Meadow 25 Skateboard park 55 Sushiroll 
weather event 5 Sinusdoc feature wrap 

26 Big jets 6 Four-door, 26 Actor Gyllenhaal 56 Inchor yard 

29 Fictional lawyer usually 27 __Eats: delivery 57 Tazo products 
Perry 7 Not whispered service 59 Pampering 

30 Leavered-faced 8 Koothrappalion 28 Abracadabra et place 

31 Central points “The Big Bang al. 60 Pampering, 

33 Hat-tipper’s Theory” 31 Casual love initially 
word 9 Blood type affair 61 UFO crew 

36 Beer barrel letters 32 Accept blame for 62 Drummer 

37 *Sourceofcrude 10 “The__ofthe 34 Celestial glow Starkey, son of 

40 Edible hero 44-Across” 35 CFOs’ degrees Ringo 


4] Stonestreet 
of “Modern 
Family” 

43 Climbing 
plant 

44 “|In__, there 
is always 
too much 
singing”: 
Debussy 

46 Game with 
settlers 

48 Noisy 
quarrel 

49 *Site of 


spares and a 
ey ELL 
53 Fed. security rr 
54 What the 
ewe said 


55 Cashew or 
almond 


sg Emenause [PP TTT FP 
59 Home 
pateumos | | | | | i | | eee. 


concern... 
or what the 
answer to 
each starred 
clue can be? 

63 “High 
Voltage” 
band 
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By Daniel Bodily 
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BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


South dealer. 
East-West vulnerable. 


six soades. Here, however, because of a 
quirk in the U.S. pair’s bidding methods, 


NORTH 
4382 North bid spades first and was therefore 
: 6 . ? about to become the declarer. But this 
&KQOJ43 development prompted West to double six 
a oe * spades, hoping to steer East to a club lead. 
V¥OI7642 85 West’s plan would have worked 
ag eeoe a oe 7 beautifully had everyone passed (and East 
SOUTH led aclub). But North, interpreting the 
4AKQ10743 a 
VA3 significance of the double perfectly, wisely 
- ‘ an retreated to six notrump, a contract that 
The bidding: | was Safe against any lead. 
South West North East Indeed, had East not cashed the ace of 


2% zV i. a diamonds at trick one, declarer would have 


34 Pass 49 Pass 
: he Pass 5 & Pass made all 13 tricks. 
Opening lead — jack of diamonds. The combined result of plus 990 at one 


Famous h and table and plus 50 at the other gave the U.S. 
a total gain of 1,040 points, or 14 IMPs, on 
This deal contributed substantially tothe the deal. 
victory by a U.S. team over Pakistan in the Tomorrow: No time to relax. 


final of the 1986 world championship. 

When the hand was first played, with 
a Pakistani pair sitting North-South, the 
bidding went as shown. South’s two-club 
opening was strong and artificial, after 
which the bidding was natural, except for 
North’s cue-bid of hearts at his second 
turn. When Blackwood revealed that North UNPSR 
had no aces, South settled for a small slam / 
in spades. 

East, Robert Lipsitz, won the opening 
diamond lead with the ace and quickly 
concluded that his side’s best — and THE CIRCLE WAS THE FIRST 


probably only — chance to defeat the slam R OTHN = Wie Five Uh tae 
was to find his partner with a void in clubs. SHEESH: A Now arrange the circled letters 
. ©2022 Tribune Content A LLC to form the surprise answer, as 
So he returned a club at trick two and was All Rights avheiags iin suggested by the above cartoon. 

delighted to see West ruff for down one. €eeee eee6e86 
The deal seemed headed for an identical nent 
(Answers tomorrow) 

result at the second table when the 


Jumbles: QUIRK GECKO INDUCT SAILOR 
American North-South pair also reached 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Looks like Can | get you a drink 
9» 
while you wait?__ 


Don't mind me.} | / 
I'm sure the Be 
others from 


or 
8 
2 
— 


Ya 
NS ae 
. 
eed 
Pes 
as 
the free JUST JUMBLE app -« Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 





Saturday's | Answer: The thunder wasn't impressive being so distant, 


but the lightning was — STRIKING 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Complete the grid so each 
| 8f2] | | 19] J roncotnnants-ny3bx [B[ATRTS]ATAIWIU RNS TWIR ETA: 
el] [sa[ [7 |eeaeree, eS Bee 

every digit, | TO ¥. FOr Strate- EIGIA sie 

gies on how to solve Sudoku, BIEIGIAID OSE 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk 


















ANSWER TO 
PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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O|T|TIA|WIA BEC] IILJAIN|T{RIO} 
FIAILILIE|N MEH AL I {R|ClulT|s) 
FIR[E{E|S| TMB OINI ALLIES] H) 


















































Bice Siaeem— 


LET ME 
2} Now WHEN 




















TH FIREBIRD 
SUVITE7 1S (TT 
ElrEeued SUITE” 


Mey W0..NOT A SHOW 

TUNE..A JVAZZS 
. F2tEEICOULDITBE / 
Mim 4 AZZ FFP 


~ 
BY \TSLURKING ’/ 
| LURKING, OUT IN TH 
1 DARK--- WAITING.- 


BREATHING. 
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WUT 

a ff 
j 
fi 


NEZ7 
1ST HUMMING 
A sHow 
TUNE? 
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SUDOKU 


BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 


Level: 1 13 |[ 4 | 


Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 





Scan QR code to 





WORD SEARCH 
Wordsearch: copycat oi 


Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 





© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All rights res 


BOGGLE 


INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as you can by linking 


letters up, down, side-to-side and diagonally, writing words 
© [3 Ul P iH} | d id ide and di II iti d 
Ww) Olls] on a blank sheet of paper. You may only use each letter box 
once within a single word, Play with a friend and compare 
word finds, crossing out common words. 
@(O]KJE d find i d 
AIG LiMy = BoGGcLe’ YOUR BOGGLE” 
RATING 





151+ = Champ 
101-150 = Expert 
61-100 = Pro 


31- 60 = Gamer 
21- 30= Rookie 
11- 20 = Amateur 
0-10 = Try again 


Boggle BrainBusters Bonus 


We put special brain-busting words into the grid 
of letters. Can you find them? 


Find AT LEAST FIVE CHESS PIECES 
in the grid of letters. 





BOGGLE is a trademark of Hasbro, Inc. 10-18-19 
© 2019 Hasbro, Inc. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. All Rights Reserved 
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TV CROSSWORD 
by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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ACROSS 
1 Bixby and Cullen 
6 “What __ to Wear” 
9 Look for with expectation 


39 Brief snooze 

42 Patsy of country music 
44 Dwelling 

45 “The __ Reed Show” 


visit www.sudoku.org.uk. 
















PF TNESERPERS I _MPQEA 
WORE TODMKSCREPLICA 
OLANJOEATI!ELIMI SCA F 
RLNNUMFMCRPRSODBNRE 
ROS BUHUEHLCEQURUTC 
OWL LWLQPGMAHSEGHZU 
BEAQALDGKAXLTSQOM OD 
ZTTTEHUFPXMTY Pl I BO 
FEEDRPUZGWAIWENMNTR 
YKOETACtILPUODM I ILS P 
PMCYARERIDBRDCWTAAE 
OQWEGGDOLIKETSAECR 
CPENROKCOMJPHKTRTL 
WordWheel OAQOQOVTREPEATKEENCE 
TRFHYONNERF KI TIUIN 
OORPY HKEREGNACS J PO 
HDBPWKPNOBRACWHCEEL 
PY PRINTMtIRRORSDLODC 
@ BOGUS FACSIMILE PARODY SCAN 
BORROW FAKE PARROT SHAM 
CARBON FOLLOW PATTERN SIMULATE 
CAST FORGE PHONEY SKETCH : 
CLONE IMAGE PHOTOCOPY TRACE : 
CRIME IMITATE PHOTOGRAPH TRANSLATE : 
DEPICT MIMIC PRINT TWIN : 
Insert the missing letter to complete an eight-letter DOLIKE MIRROR PSEUD UNREAL : 
word reading clockwise or counterclockwise. DOUBLE MISREPRESENT REPEAT g 
oo AV INWYOS DUPLICATE MOCK REPLICA ; 
©2020 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 10/22 EM U LATE M ODEL REP RO D UC E : 
— JUMBLE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
NLS i by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 





.. | know I can | 
avg you. 
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 
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HE TOLD CASPER THE GHOST 
HIS SECRET BECAUSE 
HE KNEW CASPER —-— 


Now arrange the circled letters 


YW YN YN 
to form the surprise answer, as 
NIN ZN NA suggested by the above cartoon. 


/ XXX XX) J ees €¢¢e 
ZINA AK ARK AN A IAL NAN AN A NAN ARN A) 


Jumbles: DOOZY ROYAL WINDOW — SUBMIT 
Answer: He told Casper the ghost his secret because 
he knew Casper — WOULDN’T SAY BOO 
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ARROW WORDS 


Plas 








Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


The fox in 
Disney's 
Cut * 
The Fox 
maybe and the 


Non- 


earthling Gist 


Hound" 


1940 


movie 


10 “The Mod __” 46 “The __ & Stimpy Show” 
12 Praises 47 “Suddenly __” 
13 Rushmore and Everest 
14 Jerusalem’s nation: abbr. DOWN 
15 Lucie’s dad 1 “Road to __”; Crosby/Hope 
16 Steve or Woody movie 
19 Advice to Nanette 2 “| Didn’t Know __ Pregnant” 
23 Prescription label info 3 Debra Messing’s role 
24 “But the Brave”; movie for 4 Tupperware cover 
Frank Sinatra 5 Easy and Wall: abbr. 
25 “__ Enemy Lines”; Gene 6 “The Flying __” 
Hackman film 7 Cereal grain 
28 Series for Leo G. Carroll 8 Scores for the Raiders: abbr. 
30 __ code; beginning of a phone 10 Steel wool pad 
number 11 Katie Lowes’ role on “Scandal” 


31 “Name That __” 

32 Lead role on “JAG” 

33 Finch or Falk 

34 “The __”; horror movie for 
Gregory Peck and Lee Remick 

36 Monogram for Kareem of the 
NBA 


BI iI Ltt 
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KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 





13 “Two and a Half __” 

15 Billy __ Williams 

17 Actor __ Chaney, Jr. 

18 Psychedelic drug, for short 

20 Alley of the comic strips 

21 180° from SSW 

22."...___ the ramparts we 
watched...” 

25 Word from Scrooge 

26 Historical period 

27 Joaquin Phoenix sci-fi romance 
movie 

28 Egypt’s boy king 

29 “___ Life to Live” 

31 “The __ Commandments” 

33 Energy 

35 Actress West 

37 Paquin or Faris 

38 Stapleton or Smart 

39 “__ 54, Where Are You?” 

40 Actor Vigoda 

41 2000 pounds 

42 Music lover’s purchases, 
familiarly 

43 Ferrigno or Dobbs 
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Plant 
firmly 
Prince 
Valiant's 
son 
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1/5/20 


Game- 
stopping 
II 
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Pot starter 
Sciences' 
partner 


Blood fluid] Lion's den Escarator They may 


be drawn 


Common 
street 
name 


Adversary 


Casual 
talk 


Get higher 


Daisylike 
bloom 


Greet the 
ay 
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Pats, swept by Dolphins, fall short of AFC East title 


By Tim Reynolds 


Associated Press 


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — They 
came running off the sideline after 
the last play, one final sprint of the 
season, one final moment of joy. 

The Miami Dolphins aren’t 
going to the playoffs, but they went 
into the offseason happy. 

Jaylen Waddle had a touch- 
down grab and set the NFL record 
for receptions in a rookie year, Tua 
Tagovailoa used his legs — not his 
arm — to get a critical first down 
in the final moments, and the 
Dolphins finished their season by 
defeating the playoff-bound New 


UCONN MEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


Team still 
working 
to find 
finishing 
touch 


By Shreyas Laddha 


Do you remember “Ground- 
hog Day”? It’s a 1993 movie 
starring Bill Murray, who plays 
a weatherman who lives the 
same day over and over again. 
UConn men’s basketball coach 
Dan Hurley must be feeling the 
same way watching his team 
unravel in close games. 

UConn (10-4, 1-2 Big East) 
lost an overtime thriller to No. 
24 Seton Hall (11-3, 2-2) 90-87 
on Saturday afternoon at the 
Prudential Center in Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Just 14 points in four losses 
separates UConn from being 
undefeated as Hurley said 
after the game. The difference 
between a good team and a 
great team is its ability to close 
out close games. Consistently, 
the Huskies have fallen apart in 
close games, which has fans and 
Hurley bewildered. 

The Huskies have to take 
a hard look in the mirror and 
figure out who they are. 

It’s important remember, 
they played well Saturday, espe- 
cially considering they were 
coming off a 17-day hiatus due 
to COVID-19 issues within the 
program. 

“We didn’t start playing 
5-on-5 until Thursday,” Hurley 
said. “We had guys getting out 
of quarantine and then practice 
once, then the game.” 

Here are five things we have 
learned about the Huskies so 
far: 


Jackson secondary 


ballhandler 


Good things happen when 
Andre Jackson has the ball in 
his hands. Against Seton Hall, 
he played the role of a second- 
ary ballhandler and often took 
the ball off the rebound while 
pushing the pace. Jackson’s 
elite athleticism and fantastic 
vision lead to easy buckets for 
not only his teammates, but 
himself. His passing almost felt 
too good because a few times 
his teammates bobbled or lost 
the ball because they weren’t 
quite ready for the pass. Jack- 
son finished with 10 points, six 
rebounds and two assists. 


Turn to Men’s, Page 4 


England Patriots 33-24 on Sunday. 

A team that started 1-7 won eight 
of its last nine games, finishing 9-8. 

“That just shows who we are 
as men and as a team,” linebacker 
Jaelan Phillips said. “That’s the 
story of our season. It’s just perse- 
verance.” 

Brandon Bolden scored two 
touchdowns — one rushing, one 
receiving — for the Patriots (10-7), 
who are headed to the playoffs asa 
wild card. But they were swept by 
the Dolphins for the first time since 
2000 and the outcome handed the 
AFC East title to the Buffalo Bills, 
whose game against the New York 
Jets had not gone final when the 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


= 


Patriots-Dolphins game ended. 

The Bills won 27-10, so the Patri- 
ots wouldn’t have won the division 
anyway. 

“Played poorly, coached poorly, 
didn’t do anything very well,’ 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. 
‘Just too many mistakes. Way too 
many. We'll go look at the film, turn 
the page here, make some correc- 
tions and move on to next week. 
That’s really about it.” 

Xavien Howard returned an 
interception for a touchdown 
and Duke Johnson rushed for 117 
yards and a score for Miami, which 


Turn to Patriots, Page 6 





Dolphins quarterback Tua Tagovailoa runs pursued by Patriots linebacker 
Josh Uche in the first half Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. LYNNE SLADKY/AP 





UConn’s Christyn Williams looks to shoot under pressure from Creighton’s Tatum Rembao. Williams says she can 
be the floor leader the Huskies need. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


Call goes out for 
leadership on team 





Dom Amore 


STORRS — The UConn women 
were back on the basketball court 
for the first time since Dec. 19, and 
the issues haven’t gone away. The 
Huskies, unlike the men’s team, 
did start what we all hope will 
be the post-COVID-19 portion of 
their season with a victory, beat- 
ing a stubborn Creighton team at 
Gampel Pavilion, but there was 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 


still a weariness in Geno Auriem- 
ma’s voice. 

There’s a lot of forest in front of 
the Huskies, and they need some- 
one who can read a compass, who 
knows survival skills. 

“We're searching for who is 
going to be that individual on the 
court that’s going to bring some 
sort of sense of order to what 
we're doing, to finish out late- 
game situations, to play through 
adversity,” Auriemma said, after 
the 63-55 victory. “That, to me, is 
the most glaring thing this team 
has to fix. We’re missing a quar- 
terback, missing a calming influ- 
ence on the floor that can put the 


ball in the right people’s hands at 
the right time, make a shot at the 
right time. Maybe we will find 
someone as the weeks go on.” 

Who are the candidates to be 
the glue until Paige Bueckers’ 
return, hoped to be in mid-Febru- 
ary? The coach paused — maybe 
for effect. 

“Unfortunately, there isn’t a 
single individual who you can 
say, ‘This is who is running it, ” 
he said. “We generally spread 
the ball around so that burden 
doesn’t fall on just one person, 
but, yeah, you'd like to have some- 
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UCONN 63, 
CREIGHTON 55 


Huskies 
return 
with win 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


STORRS — It wasn’t pretty, 
but a win’s a win. 

In their first game in 21 days 
after an extended layoff due 
to COVID-19 issues, as well as 
their first Big East home game 
with fans since returning to the 
conference, the No. 11 UConn 
Huskies somewhat sloppily 
took down Creighton 63-55 to 
earn their second conference 
win of the season. 

UConn (7-3, 2-0 Big East) 
remains undefeated in confer- 
ence play since 2013, although 
this was the first time the 
Huskies haven’t beaten a Big 
East team by double figures 
since rejoining the league. 
They did, however, avoid back- 
to-back losses for the 1,033rd 
straight game, dating back to 
1993. 

Freshman Caroline Ducha- 
rme picked back up where she 
left off prior to the holidays, 
scoring at least 14 points for 
the fourth time in five games, 
finishing with a team-high 17. 
After scoring four points in the 
first four games of her career, 
she’s averaging a team-high 
14.3 points in the four-game 
stretch the Huskies have been 
without Paige Bueckers. She 
also showed some improve- 
ment defensively, as she 
recorded a team-high three 
blocks in addition to her five 
rebounds. 

“I thought Caroline has 
done an amazing job filling in 
that role,” said senior Christyn 
Williams, who had 13 points. 
“Today she had three blocks. 
She definitely had been work- 
ing on her defensive efforts. I 
see it every day in practice. But 
yeah, she’s a scorer. She’s not 
afraid to shoot that thing.” 

Graduate student Dorka 
Juhasz and sophomore Aali- 
yah Edwards scored 10 and 12, 
respectively. Sophomore Nika 
Miihl returned after missing 
the previous three games with 
a foot injury and totaled two 
points, two rebounds and three 
assists. 

UConn had a solid defensive 
outing for the most part, which 
compensated for its offensive 
struggles: The Huskies shot 
45% and just 25% from 3 while 
committing 16 turnovers, half 
of which were traveling calls. 
They also saw their 17-point 
advantage shrink to eight in the 
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Safety Tip of the Day 


Does the car your new teenage driver will be using have 
technology like a lane departure warning system? Try to teach 
them how to drive defensively first before they start relying on these 


features. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 


860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


injured for more than 60 years 





2 Hartford Courant | Section3 | Monday, January 10, 2022 


SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

Patriots: playoffs, TBD. 

UConn MBB: St. John’s 
(Gampel), Wednesday, 8:30 
p.m.; at Providence, Saturday, 2 
p.m.; Butler (XL), Jan. 18, 7 p.m. 
UConn WBEB: at Butler, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; Xavier (XL), 
Saturday, noon; at Oregon, Jan. 
17,5 p.m. 

Celtics: Pacers, Monday, 7:30 
p.m.; at Pacers, Wednesday, 7 
p.m.; at 76ers, Friday, 7 p.m. 
Knicks: Sours, Monday, 7:30 
p.m.; Mavericks, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; at Hawks, Saturday, 
7:30 p.m. 

Nets: at Trail Blazers, Monday, 
10 p.m.; at Bulls, Wednesday, 10 
p.m.; Thunder, Thursday, 8:30 
p.m. 

UConn hockey: at AIC, Tuesday, 
7p.m.; Boston Univ., Friday, 7 
.m.; New Hampshire, Jan. 21, 7 
p.m. 

Bruins: at Capitals, Monday, 7 
p.m.; Canadiens, Wednesday, 7 
p.m.; Flyers, Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Rangers: at Kings, Monday, 
10:30 p.m.; at Sharks, Thursday, 
10:30 p.m.; at Flyers, Saturday, 
tp.m. 

Wolf Pack: Charlotte, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; at 
Providence, Friday, 7 p.m.; Laval, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 

BASKETBALL 

7p.m.: Boston University at 
American. (Live) CBSSN 

7 p.m.: Bucks at Hornets. (Live) 
NBA 

7:30 p.m.: Celtics at Pacers. 
(Live) NBCSB 

7:30 p.m.: Sours at Knicks. 
(Live) MSG 

10 p.m.: Nets at Trail Blazers. 
(Live) YES 

FOOTBALL 

8 p.m.: CFP National 
Championship Georgia vs 
Alabama. (Live) ESPN 
HOCKEY 

7p.m.: Bruins at Capitals. (Live) 
NESN 

10:30 p.m.: Rangers at Kings. 
(Live) MSGPlus 

TENNIS 

6 a.m.: Sydney-WTA, Adelaide 
2-WTA Early Rounds. (Live) 
TENNIS 

7p.m.: Sydney-WTA, Adelaide 
2-WTA Early Rounds. (Live) 
TENNIS 


REGIONAL DIGEST 
UConn skates 
to last-minute 
victory over 
No. 18 BC 


Staff reports 


HARTFORD — UConn grad 
student Kevin O’Neil capped 
a wild third period Saturday 
night, scoring with 34 seconds 
left to send the Huskies home 
with a 5-4 Hockey East win 
over 18th-ranked Boston 
College in Chestnut Hill. The 
Huskies (9-7-0, 6-40) earned 
their first victory at BC’s Kelley 
Rink in 10 games (1-7-2) since 
joining the league. 

UConn fell behind 2-0 in the 
second period but managed to 
enter the third tied 2-2 behind 
goals by sophomore Hudson 
Schandor and senior Carter 
Turnbull. UConn struck early 
in the third as sophomore 
Artem Shlaine scored his third 
goal of the season for a 3-2 lead 
just 1:03 in. 

BC tied it on a Colby Ambro- 
sio goal at 7:24, but a UConn 
power play with 5:34 to go gave 
the Huskies the lead again on 
senior Jachym Kondelik’s 
fourth goal of the season. After 
just pulling the goaltender with 
a minute to play, BC’s Patrick 
Giles created a breakaway 
chance and tied it again, 4-4, 
with 54 seconds to play, setting 
up O’Neil’s late heroics. 

The Huskies got a late rush 
as O’Neil broke up a BC break 
in the neutral zone and burst 
up the right side. Looking shot 
all the way, he buried it past 
Eric Dop to the far post for the 
UConn win. 

Niagara men top Quinnip- 
iac: Noah Thomasson had a 
career-high 21 points as Niag- 
ara beat Quinnipiac ina MAAC 
men’s basketball game Sunday 
in Niagara, N-Y. Niagara (6-7, 1-3) 
totaled a season-high 53 points 
in the second half. Dezi Jones 
scored a season-high 24 points 
for the Bobcats (7-5, 2-2), whose 
four-game winning streak was 
broken. Matt Balanc added 14 
points, and Kevin Marfo had 12 
rebounds and five assists. 

Fairfield loses fourth in 
a row: Nick Hopkins posted 
19 points and eight rebounds 
as Siena handed Fairfield its 
fourth straight loss, 69-62 in 
Albany. Aidan Carpenter had 
15 points for Siena (5-6, 2-1 
MAAC). Jesus Cruz had 14 
points for the Stags (8-7, 2-2). 
Supreme Cook added 14 points 
and 11 rebounds. 


NETS 121, SPURS 119 OT 


Nets end 5-game home skid on Thomas’ shot 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — The Brooklyn 
Nets just needed any home win, 
so they weren’t about to complain 
when one that appeared to be 
coming easily almost didn’t come 
at all. 

A blown lead late in regulation 
resulted in five more minutes, but 
it finally ended with their first win 
at Barclays Center since Dec. 16. 

“Different challenges each 
game, so we figure out what they 
are, fight through them and do 
better,” Kevin Durant said. 

Rookie Cam Thomas made a 
runner in the lane with 1.4 seconds 
left in overtime to lift the Nets past 
the San Antonio Spurs 121-119 on 
Sunday to snap a five-game home 
losing streak. 

Durant scored 28 points for 
the Nets and James Harden had 
26 points, 12 assists and seven 
rebounds. But both struggled after 
the Nets had a 10-point lead with 
4:01 to play in regulation, and the 
Spurs sent it to overtime. 

The Spurs made Durant give up 
the ball on the Nets’ final posses- 
sion, and he got it to Thomas. 

“T just trust the work I put in,” 
Thomas said. “I’ve put in a lot of 
work, so I’m always ready when- 
ever KD or James kicks it to me in 
a situation like that.” 

Lonnie Walker IV scored 25 for 
the Spurs, while Dejounte Murray 
finished with 19 points, 12 assists 
and nine rebounds. 

But the Spurs couldn’t get up a 
good shot on the last possession 
of regulation or overtime in their 
sixth loss in seven games. 

Harden’s basket gave the Nets a 
111-99 lead with 4:59 left in regula- 
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Nets guard James Harden celebrates after scoring against the Sours on Sunday in New York. He had 26 points, 12 
assists and seven rebounds. JESSIE ALCHEH/AP 


tion, and it still was 113-103 when 
Durant scored with 4:01 to play. 
But Brooklyn was shut out from 
there, with rookie Josh Primo’s 
3-pointer tying it for the Spurs 
with 40 seconds to play. 

Durant missed a series of jump- 
ers afterward, and his only basket 
OT was a follow shot. But he made 
the pass the Nets needed to end 
their woes at home, where they 
had fallen to 10-10. 

“Tf you wish and could make your 


CELTICS 99, KNICKS 75 (LATE SATURDAY) 


Knicks put up unforgiveable performance 


By Steve Popper 
Newsday 


The apology went out Friday 
and the $25,000 fine from the 
NBA followed Saturday, appar- 
ently putting a tidy bow on the 
troubles for the Knicks and Julius 
Randle. 

His anger directed at the fan 
base had boiled over Thursday 
night when he gave a thumbs- 
down sign and then clarified his 
message by telling them to “shut 
the [expletive] up.” 

Randle had said his piece to 
express his frustration with the 
reaction to his and the Knicks’ 
play a season after he was sere- 
naded with chants of “M-V-P” 
every time he touched the ball. 
The Knicks had fought back 
from the early booing Thurs- 
day to capture a buzzer-beating 
victory over the Celtics at Madi- 
son Square Garden, and everyone 
seemed happy again. 

All the Knicks needed to do was 
follow that momentum-gathering 
victory with another stellar effort 
in Boston on Saturday night, and 
the return home Monday night 
could present an opportunity for 
both sides to kiss and make up. 

But the Knicks and Randle 


RED SOX 


instead produced a dismal perfor- 
mance, scoring 49 points in the 
final three quarters and getting 
pummeled by the Celtics at TD 
Garden, 99-75. It marked their 
lowest scoring output since April 
3, 2018. 

If you don’t recall those 
glory days that put the finish- 
ing touches on a 28-win season, 
the starting lineup included 
Tim Hardaway Jr., Trey Burke, 
Kyle O’Quinn, Frank Ntilikina 
and Lance Thomas. The Knicks 
(19-21) were shorthanded Satur- 
day, but not to that level. 

Evan Fournier was side- 
lined with a thigh bruise, and 
the Knicks still were missing 
point guards Kemba Walker and 
Derrick Rose. Randle seemed 
to play with the same sort of 
emotional edge he did after the 
sluggish start Thursday, but he 
still struggled, shooting 6-for-19 
— with the six field goals match- 
ing his six turnovers. 

And he wasn’t alone. Immanuel 
Quickley stepped into a starting 
role, had 18 points and shot 7-for- 
11, but RJ Barrett (19 points) shot 
33% and was 1-for-5 from the free- 
throw line. Alec Burks shot 2-for- 
11 and is 3-for-21 in the last two 
games. 


wish come true, you don’t want 
him shooting the last shot, that’s 
for sure,” Spurs coach Gregg Popo- 
vich said. “But we let the young man 
go middle. A tough closeout. We 
needed to send him the opposite 
direction, so he made a tough shot.” 

Nic Claxton had 16 points and 14 
rebounds for the Nets, who opened 
a cross-country, back-to-back set 
of games. They play at Portland on 
Monday in a game that was origi- 
nally scheduled for December but 


postponed when the Nets had a 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The Spurs had a three-point lead 
with 4:23 left in the second quar- 
ter before the Nets closed with a 
16-4 spurt to take a 60-51 lead at 
halftime. 

Brooklyn pushed it to 72-58 
when Patty Mills made a 3-pointer 
against his former team, but Bryn 
Forbes had a good finish to the 
third quarter as the Spurs cut it to 
91-89. 
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Knicks forward Julius Randle capped off a rough week by shooting 6-for-19 
Saturday night against Boston — with the six field goals matching his six 


turnovers. MICHAEL DWYER/AP 


“I think that’s just going to 
happen sometimes,” Barrett said. 
“There’s a lot of games during 
the season, and for some reason, 
today was that day.” 

The fans may forgive and 
forget the gesture and words of 
frustration from Randle — after 
all, in New York City, who hasn’t 
uttered a similar phrase? — but if 
this sort of struggle continues, the 
fans might not be so gracious. 


“T don’t know if he was press- 
ing,” coach Tom Thibodeau said. 
“They loaded up on him pretty 
good. That was anticipated. I 
thought he made a number of 
really good plays in the first half 
where the defense collapsed and 
he sprayed it out. We got some 
really good quality looks from the 
3. To win on the road, you have to 
play 48 minutes, and we didn’t do 
that tonight.” 


Sox could use an outfielder, but Suzuki comes with risk 


By Jason Mastrodonato 
Boston Herald 


The stove is not hot in Amer- 
ica, but in Japan, power-hitting 
outfielder Seiya Suzuki is in the 
spotlight. 

During an interview with former 
Red Sox reliever Koji Uehara that 
was posted to Twitter last week, 
Suzuki tells Uehara he isn’t sure 
where he'll sign in 2022 after he 
was posted for a transfer to MLB 
by his current team, the Hiroshima 
Toyo Carp of the Nippon Profes- 
sional Baseball Organization. 

But Uehara kept pushing Suzuki, 
asking him first where he’ll sign, 
then flat out stating, “You’re going 
to Boston, right?” according to a 
translation by a baseball YouTu- 
ber on Friday. 

“No,” Suzuki reportedly told 
Uehara. “I don’t know about 
Boston.” 

While the 27-year-old hit 38 
homers, one behind the league lead 
during the 2021 season, he comes 
with the risk of the unknown as the 
modern game continues to evolve. 

The question is whether or not 
his upper-cut swing will remain 
en vogue. The all-or-nothing 
approach has been popular in MLB 
over the last few years, but we’ve 
seen signs of that fading away. 

The strikeout rate actually 
dropped from 2020 to ‘21, and 
although the difference was less 
than a full percentage point, it 
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Outfielder Seiya Suzuki, who hit 38 homers in Japan last season, is looking 
for ahome in the U.S. major leagues. MATT SLOCUM/AP 


represented the first time the 
K-rate declined since ‘04 to ‘05. 
The league-wide contact rate also 
improved from ‘20 to ‘21, the first 
time that number has gone up 
since ‘07 to ‘08. 

But there’s unquestionable 
intrigue around Suzuki, who keeps 
popping up in rumors related to 
the Red Sox. 

The fit makes sense. When the 
Sox traded Hunter Renfroe to the 
Brewers for Jackie Bradley Jr. 
and two prospects just before the 
lockout in December, it cleared 
up aroster spot for a right-handed 
hitting outfielder. The Sox need 
to replace Renfroe, who has been 
one of the best in baseball at crush- 
ing left-handed pitchers through- 


out his career. Kiké Hernandez is 
the only right-handed outfielder 
remaining, with Bradley, Alex 
Verdugo and Jarren Duran all 
swinging it from the left-hand side. 

Carlos Correa, Trevor Story and 
Kris Bryant are among the best 
right-handed hitters still available 
in free agency, but there’s a better 
chance of getting hit by a stray 
snowball on Newbury Street than 
Chaim Bloom signing any of them 
at market value. 

There are more afford- 
able options, such as Andrew 
McCutchen and Jorge Soler, 
though they’ll each be in their 30s 
by the time the season starts. 

Suzuki is projected to sign for 
five years, $55 million, plus a post- 


ing fee, via MLB Trade Rumors. 
There’s such a wide range of 
outcomes that it’s possible it’d be 
a waste of money altogether and 
become Bloom’s version of Rusney 
Castillo, the stain on former 
general manager Ben Cherington’s 
resume, just as well as it could be 
Bloom’s best move since finding 
Garrett Whitlock in the Rule 5 
draft. 

The numbers are impressive and 
have steadily gotten better since 
Suzuki began his professional 
career at 18 years old. He was a 
contact hitter early in his career 
but has turned into one of the best 
power hitters in Japan from 2015 
to 2016, when he saw his home 
run totals jump from five in ‘15 to 
29 in ‘16. 

He also had a remarkable 87 
walks, second-most in NPB, while 
showing improved plate discipline 
throughout his pro career. 

Suzuki has shown the ability to 
hit for contact and power, with a 
.317 average, 433 on-base percent- 
age and 1.072 OPS in 2021. His 
OPS was first in NPB. Behind him 
in second place was Tyler Austin, 
the former Yankees outfielder who 
had a.741 OPS in the majors before 
going to Japan. 

If Suzuki has an OPS around 
.750 in Boston, he’d probably be 
considered a waste of an eight-fig- 
ure salary. The average OPS by a 
big league right fielder last year 
was .757. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 35:23 7 51 137 106 


TampaBay 37 23 9 


Toronto 33 22 8 47 112 83 
Boston 31 18 11 38 92 81 
Detroit 35 16 16 35 96 118 
Buffalo 34 10 18 26 91 119 
Ottawa 29 9 18 20 79 107 
Montreal 34 7 23 18 73 123 
METRO. GP W 


L 
Carolina 33 24 7 
N.Y.Rangers 36 23 9 
Washington 36 20 7 
Pittsburgh 34 20 9 
Columbus 33 16 16 
Philadelphia 35 13 15 
New Jersey 36 14 17 


33 106 118 
33° -90 119 
33 105 126 
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N.Y. Islanders 28 10 12 26 64 80 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Nashville 36 23 11 2 48 112 95 
St. Louis 36 21 10 5 47 126 98 
Colorado 31 21 82 44 135 101 
Minnesota 33 21 10 2 44 122 102 
Winnipeg 33 16 12 5 37 99 99 
Dallas 32 17 13 2 36 92 94 
Chicago 35 12 18 5 29 83 119 
Arizona 33 723 3 17 72 128 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 38 23 14 1 47 135 113 
Anaheim 37 18 12 7 43 112 103 
Calgary 33 17 10 6 40 104 83 
LosAngeles 35 17 13 5 39 97 93 
San Jose 36 19 16 1 39 102 112 
Edmonton 34 18 14 2 38 113 111 
Vancouver 34 1615 3 35 89 95 
Seattle 33 10 19 4 24 92 122 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 
St. Louis 2, Dallas 1 
Detroit at Anaheim, late 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Boston at Washington, 7p.m. 

Tampa Bay at New Jersey, 7p.m. 
Seattle at Colorado, 9p.m. 

Ottawa at Edmonton, 10p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 
Columbus at Montreal, ppd 
Minnesota at Winnipeg, ppd 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Carolina at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Chicago at Columbus, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 7p.m. 
Vancouver at Florida, 7p.m. 
Colorado at Nashville, 8p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Anaheim, 10p.m. 
Toronto at Vegas, 10p.m. 
Detroit at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 
N.Y. Islanders at Calgary, ppd 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 
Montreal at Boston, 7p.m. 
Seattle at Dallas, 8:30p.m. 
Toronto at Arizona, 10p.m. 
Minnesota at Edmonton, ppd 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 

Dallas 3, Pittsburgh 2 

San Jose 3, Philadelphia 2, OT 
Boston 5, Tampa Bay 2 

Florida 4, Carolina 3, OT 
Columbus 4, New Jersey 3 
Colorado 5, Toronto 4, OT 
Nashville 4, Arizona 2 
Minnesota 3, Washington 2, SO 
Chicago 2, Vegas 1 

N.Y. Rangers 4, Anaheim 1 

Los Angeles 4, Detroit 0 

Buffalo at Montreal, ppd 
Seattle at Winnipeg, ppd 

N.Y. Islanders at Edmonton, ppd 
Ottawa at Vancouver, ppd 


TENNIS 


ATP CUP 

Sunday in Sydney, Australia; Hard- 

court-Outdoor 

FINAL: CANADA 2, SPAIN 0 

Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, d. 
Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 
7-6(3), 6-3. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, d. 
Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, 6-4, 6-3. 


ATP GREAT OCEAN ROAD OPEN 

Sunday at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, 

Austra, outdoors-hardcourt 

MEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP 

#1 Rafael Nadal d. Maxime Cressy, 
7-6(6), 6-3. 


ATP MURRAY RIVER OPEN 
Sunday at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, 
Australia, outdoors-hardcourt 
MEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP 
#1 Gael Monfils d. 
#2 Karen Khachanov, 6-4, 6-4. 


WTA ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL 
Sunday at Memorial Drive Tennis 
Centre, Adelaide, Australia, 
outdoors-hardcourt 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP 
#1 Ashleigh Barty d. 

#7 Elena Rybakina, 6-3, 6-2. 


WTA YARRA VALLEY CLASSIC 
Sunday at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, 
Australia, outdoors-hardcourt 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP 
#2 Simona Halep d. 

#3 Veronika Kudermetova, 6-2, 6-3. 


SYDNEY TENNIS CLASSIC 

Sunday in Sydney, Australia; 

outdoors-hardcourt 

MEn’S SINGLES, FIRST ROUND 

#5 Lorenzo Sonego vs. Hugo Gaston, 

late 

#8David Goffin vs. Facundo Bagnis. late 

Jordan Thompason vs. Marcos Giron, 

late 

WOMEN’S SINGLES, FIRST ROUND 

#4 Anett Kontaveit vs. Shuai Zhang, 

late 

#5 Paula Badosa d. Jelena Ostapenko, 
7-6(1), 6-1. 

Petra Kvitova vs. Arantxa Rus, late 


ADELAIDE CLASSIC 

Sunday in Australia; outdoors-hard 
MEN’S SINGLES FIRST ROUND 

#6 Alexander Bublik vs. Aleksandar 
Vukic, late 

#7 Frances Taifoe vs. Tommy Paul, late 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, FIRSTROUND 
#8Marketa Vondrousova vs. Viktorija 
Golubic, late 

Alize Cornet vs. Nuria Parrizas Diaz, 
late 

Marta Kostyuk d. Shelby Rogers, 6-3, 6-4 
Daria Saville vs. Ana Konjuh, late 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL MONDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at N. Kentucky 1 Wright State 
Wofford 3 atNC Greensboro 
at ETSU 7% Western Carolina 
Illinois-Chicago 7% at IUPUI 
at UMKC 112 Omaha 
South Dakota 5 at Nork Dakota 
North Dakota St. 7 at Denver 
Oregon 6% at Oregon State 
at Pepperdine 2V2 San Diego 
NBA MONDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
Utah 11 (222) at Detroit 
atCharlotte off (off) Milwaukee 


at New York 6% (off) San Antonio 
at Boston off (off) Indiana 
at Houston off (off) Philadelphia 


at Sacramento off (off) Cleveland 
at Portland off (off) Brooklyn 
NHL MONDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
at Washington -120 Boston +100 
Tampa Bay -235 at New Jersey +190 
atColorado -365 Seattle +285 
atEdmonton -245 Ottawa +198 


at Los Angeles -118 NY Rangers -102 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL MONDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
CFP National Championship Game 
Georgia 2¥2 (52%2) Alabama 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT GB 
Brooklyn 25 13 .658 — 
Philadelphia 22 16 .579 3 
Toronto 20 17 541 4% 
Boston 19 21 .475 T 
New York 19 21 .475 T 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT GB 
Miami 25 15 .625 _ 
Charlotte 21 19 .525 4 
Washington 20 20 .500 5 
Atlanta 17 22 .435 7% 
Orlando 7 34 .171 18% 
CENTRAL W L PCT GB 
Chicago 26 10 .722 — 
Milwaukee 26 16 .619 3 
Cleveland 22 17 1.564 5% 
Indiana 15 25 .375 13 
Detroit 8 30 .211 19 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Memphis 27 14 = .659 — 
Dallas 21 18 = .538 5 
San Antonio 15 24 .385 11 
New Orleans 14 26 .350 12% 
Houston 11 30 .268 16 
NORTHWEST Ww L PCT GB 
Utah 28 12  .700 _ 
Denver 20 18 .526 T 
Minnesota 20 20 .500 8 
Portland 14 24 .368 13 


Oklahoma City 13 26 .333 14 
Yaw 


PACIFIC W L PCT~ GB 
Phoenix 30 9 .769 — 
Golden State 29 9 .763 WY 
L.A. Lakers 21 19 525 9% 
L.A. Clippers 20 21 .488 11 
Sacramento 16 25 .390 15 
SUNDAY’S RESULTS 


Brooklyn 121, San Antonio 119, OT 
L.A. Clippers 106, Atlanta 93 
Washington 1-2. Orlando 100 
Toronto 105, New Orlans 101 
Minnesota 141, Houston 123 
Denver 99, Oklahoma City 95 
Chicago at Dallas, late 

Cleveland at Golden State, late 
Sacramento at Portland, late 
Memphis at L.A. Lakers, late 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Milwaukee at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Utah at Detroit, 7p.m. 

Indiana at Boston, 7:30p.m. 

San Antonio at New York, 7:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Houston, 8p.m. 
Brooklyn at Portland, 10p.m. 
Cleveland at Sacramento, 10p.m. 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Oklahoma City at Washington, 7p.m. 
Phoenix at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 

Detroit at Chicago, 8p.m. 

Golden State at Memphis, 8p.m. 
Minnesota at New Orleans, 8p.m. 
Denver at L.A. Clippers, 10:30p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Boston at Indiana, 7p.m. 
Charlotte at Philadelphia, 7p.m. 
Orlando at Washington, 7p.m. 
Dallas at New York, 7:30p.m. 
Miami at Atlanta, 7:30p.m. 
Houston at San Antonio, 8:30p.m. 
Cleveland at Utah, 9p.m. 

Brooklyn at Chicago, 10p.m. 

L.A. Lakers at Sacramento, 10p.m. 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Memphis 123, L.A. Clippers 108 
Indiana 125, Utah 113 

Detroit 97, Orlando 92 
Charlotte 114, Milwaukee 106 
Boston 99, New York 75 


SCORING LEADERS 

PLAYER G FG FT PTS PPG 
Durant, Brk 32 348 202 958 29.9 
James, LAL 28 299 124 803 28.7 


GAnttKnmpo, Mil 33 329 245 940 28.5 


Young, Atl 34 329 210 962 28.3 
St.Curry, GS 35 302 154 938 26.8 
Embiid, Phi 27 231 227 724 26.8 
DeRozan, Chi 33 314 223 876 26.5 
LaVine, Chi 34 325 140 896 26.4 
Jokic, Den 32 325 132 831 26.0 
Mitchell, Utah 36 338 134 928 25.8 
Tatum, Bos 36 319 179 919 25.5 
through Saturday 

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D_ LGF GAPTS 
Man City 2117 2 253 13 53 
Chelsea 2112 7 245 16 43 
Liverpool 2012 6 252 18 42 
Arsenal 20 11 2 7 33 25-35 
West Ham 20 10 4 637 27 34 
Tottenham 18 10 3 5 23 20 33 
Man United 19 9 4 630 27 31 
Wolverhampton 19 8 4 7 14 14 28 
Brighton 19 69 420 20 27 
Leicester 18 74 731 33 25 
CrystalPalace 20 5 8 729 30 23 
Brentford 19 65 8 23 26 23 
Aston Villa 19 7 11125 30 22 
Southampton 19 49 620 29 21 
Everton 18 5 4 9 23 32 19 
Leeds 19 47 821 37 19 
Watford 18 4 113 22 36 13 
Burnley 17 18 816 27 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 19 2 413 8 42 10 
TUESDAY’S MATCHES 


Southampton vs. Brentford, 2:45p.m. 
Everton vs. Leicester, 3p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S MATCH 
West Ham vs. Norwich, 2:45p.m. 


FRIDAY’S MATCH 
Brighton vs. Crystal Palace, 3p.m. 


SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Man City vs. Chelsea, 7:30a.m. 

Burnley vs. Leicester, 10a.m. 
Newcastle vs. Watford, 10a.m. 

Norwich vs. Everton, 10a.m. 
Wolverhampton vs. Southampton, 10 a.m. 
Aston Villa vs. Man United, 12:30p.m. 


SUNDAY, JAN. 16 

Liverpool vs. Brentford, 9a.m. 
West Ham vs. Leeds, 9a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Arsenal, 11:30a.m. 


LATE SATURDAY: PGA SENTRY 
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 


3rd of 4 rounds; Kapalua Plantation GC, 
Kapalua, Maui, Hawaii, 7,596 yds; Par 73 
Cameron Smith 65-64-64—193 -26 


Jon Rahm 66-66-61—193 -26 
Daniel Berger 66-66-66—198 -21 
Matt Jones 70-67-62—199 -20 
Sungjae Im 67-67-65—199 -20 
Patrick Cantlay 66-67-66—199 -20 


Marc Leishman 69-67-65—201 -18 
Justin Thomas 74-67-61—202 -17 
Hideki Matsuyama 69-65-68—202 -17 


Cam Davis 69-68-66—203 -16 
Kevin Kisner 69-68-66—203 -16 
Stewart Cink 69-67-67—203 -16 
Kevin Na 67-68-68—203 -16 
Max Homa 72-67-65—204 -15 
Patrick Reed 74-64-66—204 -15 


Bryson DeChambeau 69-68-67—204 -15 
Xander Schauffele 69-67-68—204 -15 
Sam Burns 72-64-68—204 -15 
Talor Gooch 68-70-67—205 -14 
Collin Morikawa 68-70-67—205 -14 
Seamus Power 71-65-69—205 -14 
Si Woo Kim 71-65-69—205 -14 
Joel Dahmen 68-69-69—206 -13 
Garrick Higgo 68-69-69—206 -13 
Erik van Rooyen 67-70-70—207 -12 
Jordan Spieth 71-69-68—208 -11 


Tony Finau 70-69-69—208 -11 
Brooks Koepka 68-68-72—208 -11 
Billy Horschel 72-67-70—209 -10 
Lucas Herbert 69-73-68—210 -9 
Phil Mickelson 71-69-70—210 -9 


73-70-68—211 -8 
69-69-73—211 -8 
72-71-69—212_ -7 
12-69-T1—212.-7 
69-69-74—212 -7 
74-69-70—213 -6 
72-70-72—214 -5 


Harris English 
Viktor Hovland 
K.H. Lee 
Abraham Ancer 
Branden Grace 
Lucas Glover 
Jason Kokrak 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Baylor (15-0) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 25 Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

No. 2 Duke (12-2) did not play. Next: at 
Wake Forest, Wednesday. 

No. 3 Purdue (13-2) did not play. Next: 
at Michigan, Tuesday. 

No. 4 Gonzaga (12-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. BYU, Thursday. 

No. 5 UCLA (10-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oregon, Thursday. 

No. 6 Kansas (12-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 11 lowa St., Tuesday. 

No. 7 Southern Cal (13-0) did not play. 
Next: vs. Oregon St., Thursday. 

No. 8 Arizona (12-1) did not play. Next: 
Colorado St., Thursday. 

No. 9 Auburn (14-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 15 Alabama, Tuesday. 

No. 10 Michigan State (13-2) did not 
play. Next: vs. Minnesota, Wednesday. 
No. 11 lowa St. (13-2) did not play. 
Next: at No. 6 Kansas, Tuesday. 

No. 12 Houston (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at Tulsa, Saturday. 

No. 13 Ohio State (10-3) beat 
Northwestern 95-87. Next: at No. 23 
Wisconsin, Thursday. 

No. 14 Texas (12-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

No. 15 Alabama (11-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 9 Auburn, Tuesday. 

No. 16 Kentucky (12-3) did not play. 
Next: at Vanderbilt, Tuesday. 

No. 16 Providence (14-2) did not play. 
Next: at Creighton, Tuesday. 

No. 18 Tennessee (10-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. South Carolina, Tuesday 

No. 19 Villanova (11-4) did not play. 
Next: at Xavier, Wednesday. 

No. 20 Colorado St. (11-1) did not play. 
Next: at Utah State, Wednesday. 

No. 21 LSU (14-1) did not play. Next: at 
Florida, Wednesday. 

No. 22 Xavier (12-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Villanova, Wednesday. 

No. 23 Wisconsin (12-2) at Maryland. 
Next: at No. 13 Ohio State, Thursday. 
No. 24 Seton Hall (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at DePaul, Thursday. 

No. 25 Texas Tech (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 1 Baylor, Tuesday. 


SUNDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Fort Wayne 76, Robert Morris 70 
Niagara 76, Quinnipiac 66 

Rider 79, Marist 75 

SUNY-Cobleskill 93, Maine Maritime 90 
Siena 69, Fairfield 62 

Towson 70, Northeastern 67 

SOUTH 

Berry 77, Hendrix 66 

Centre 66, Millsaps 57 

Coll. of Charleston 65, Elon 61 

Hofstra 87, James Madison 80 
Memphis 87, Cincinnati 80 

Sewanee 79, Birmingham Southern 74 
William Peace 66, Brevard 60 
MIDWEST 

Cleveland St. 86, Youngstown St. 80, OT 
Indiana 73, Minnesota 60 

Oakland 86, Milwaukee 65 
SOUTHWEST 

Cent. Arkansas 93, Lipscomb 88 

St. Thomas (Texas) 70, Centenary 59 
WEST 

Colorado 78, Washington 64 

Colorado College 87, Austin 75 
Colorado Mesa 81, Black Hills St. 71 
Montana St. 66, Montana 59 


SEASON SCORING 
PLAYER SCHOOL PPG 


Keegan Murray lowa 24.7 
Antoine Davis Detroit Mercy 23.6 


Max Abmas Oral Roberts 22.9 
Johnny Davis Wisconsin 22.6 
Kofi Cockburn Illinois 22.5 
Jav. Freeman-Liberty DePaul 21.6 
through Saturday 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1. South Carolina (15-1) beat No. 21 
Kentucky 74-54. Next: vs. No. 25 Texas 
A&M, Thursday. 

No. 2. Stanford (11-3) beat Gonzaga 
66-50. Next: at Colorado, Friday. 

No. 3. Louisville (13-1) did not play. 
Next: vs. Syracuse, Thursday. 

No. 4. Arizona (11-1) lost to South- 

ern Cal 76-67. Next: at Oregon State, 
Thursday. 

No. 5. NC State (14-2) beat Miami 76-64. 
Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

No. 6. Indiana (12-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Nebraska, Thursday. 

No. 7. Tennessee (15-1) beat 
Mississippi 70-58. Next: at Vanderbilt, 
Thursday. 

No. 8. Michigan (13-2) beat Rutgers 
76-47. Next: at Penn St., Thursday. 

No. 9. Texas (11-2) beat Texas Rio 
Grande Valley 93-58. Next: vs. Kansas, 
Wednesday. 

No. 10. Maryland (12-4) beat Minnesota 
87-73. Next: vs. No. 8 Michigan, Sunday. 
No. 11. UConn (7-3) beat Creighton 
63-55. Next: at Butler, Wednesday. 

No. 12. lowa State (14-1) did not play. 
Next: at Kansas St., Tuesday. 

No. 13. LSU (15-2) beat Auburn 76-48. 
Next: vs. Missouri, Thursday. 

No. 14. Baylor (10-3) did not play. Next: 
at No. 23 Oklahoma, Wednesday. 

No. 15. Georgia (13-3) beat Alabama 
72-68. Next: at Missouri, Monday, 

Jan. 17. 

No. 16. Georgia Tech (11-3) beat 
Virginia 67-31. Next: at Pittsburgh, 
Tuesday. 

No. 17. Duke (11-2) beat Syracuse 
74-65. Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Thursday. 
No. 18. BYU (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Saint Mary’s (Cal), Thursday. 

No. 19. North Carolina (14-1) beat 
Virginia Tech 71-46. Next: at No. 20 
Notre Dame, Sunday. 

No. 20. Notre Dame (11-3) did not play. 
Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday. 

No. 21. Kentucky (8-4) lost to No. 1 
South Carolina 74-54. Next: vs. Missis- 
sippi St., Thursday. 

No. 22. lowa (8-4) beat Nebraska 95-86. 
Next: at Purdue, Thursday. 

No. 23. Oklahoma (13-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 14 Baylor, Wednesday. 
No. 24. South Florida (11-4) did not 
play. Next: at Tulane, Wednesday. 

No. 25. Texas A&M (10-5) lost Florida 
97-89. Next: at No. 1 South Carolina, 
Thursday. 


SUNDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Duke 74, Syracuse 65 

La Salle 71, Fordham 62 

Niagara 87, Canisius 86, OT 
Northeastern 64, Hofstra 51 
Sciences (Pa.) 76, Arizona 67 

Stony Brook 63, Maine 44 

Towson 91, William & Mary 55 
UConn 63, Creighton 55 

SOUTH 

Boston College 80, Clemson 74 
Delaware 86, Coll. of Charleston 84, OT 
Drexel 71, UNC-Wilmington 68, OT 
Florida Gulf Coast 83, Jacksonville 64 
Florida St. 87, Wake Forest 46 
Georgia 72, Alabama 68 

Georgia Tech 67, Virginia 31 

James Madison 59, Elon 57 

LSU 76, Auburn 48 

McNeese St. 108, Royals 39 

Middle Tennessee 80, North Texas 52 
Mississippi St. 70, Vanderbilt 63 

NC State 76, Miami 64 

North Carolina 71, Virginia Tech 46 
South Carolina 74, Kentucky 54 
Southern Miss. 65, Louisiana Tech 59 
Tennessee 70, Mississippi 58 

VCU 72, Saint Joseph’s 64 

MIDWEST 

Illinois 68, Wisconsin 47 

Illinois St. 87, Evansville 68 

Indiana St. 73, Bradley 57 

lowa 95, Nebraska 86 

Kent St. 54, Ball St. 51 

Maryland 87, Minnesota 73 
Michigan 76, Rutgers 47 

Ohio St. 74, Northwestern 61 

Purdue 69, Michigan St. 59 

Robert Morris 2, Wright St. 0 
Valparaiso 71, Drake 61 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 83, Missouri 73 

Florida 97, Texas A&M 89, 20T 

Texas 93, Texas Rio Grande Valley 58 
Texas A&M-CC 62, Incarnate Word 43 
WEST 

Boise St. 71, Utah St. 47 

Colorado 71, UCLA 63 

Colorado St. 90, San Jose St. 64 
Hawaii 54, Cal St.-Fullerton 52 

New Mexico 75, San Diego St. 72 
Oregon 88, California 53 

Stanford 66, Gonzaga 50 


Lofo] BB = c) 9 felony -7.\ RE 


UPCOMING BOWLS 

MONDAY’S FINAL 

CFP Championship Game, Indianapolis 
Alabama (13-1) vs. Georgia (13-1), 8 p.m 


PAST BOWL RESULTS 

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 

Bahamas BowlNassau, Bahamas 
Middle Tennessee 31, Toledo 24 
Cure Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 

Coastal Carolina 47, Northern Illinois 41 





SATURDAY, DEC. 18 

Boca Raton Bowl, Boca Raton, Fla. 
W. Kentucky 59, Appalahican St. 38 
Celebration Bowl, Atlanta 

S. Carolina St. 31, Jackson St. 10 
New Mexico Bowl, Albuquerque 
Fresno State 31, UTEP 24 
Independence Bowl, Shreveport, La. 
Ala-Birmingham 31, #13BYU 28 
LendingTree Bowl, Mobile, Ala. 
Liberty 56, Eastern Michigan 20 

LA Bowl, Inglewood, Calif. 

Utah St. 24, Oregon State 13 

New Orleans Bowl, New Orleans 
#16 La-Lafayette 36, Marshall 21e 


MONDAY, DEC. 20 
Myrtle Beach Bowl, Conway, S.C. 
Tulsa 30, Old Dominion 17 


TUESDAY, DEC. 21 

Famous Idaho Potato, Boise, Idaho 
Wyoming 52, Kent State 38 

Frisco Bowl, Frisco, Texas 

San Diego State 38, #24 UTSA 24 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 
Armed Forces Bowl, Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 24, Missouri 22 


THURSDAY, DEC. 23 

Frisco Football Classic, Frisco, Texas 
Miami (Ohio) 27, North Texas 14 
Gasparilla Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 

UCF 29, Florida 17 


FRIDAY, DEC. 24 
Hawaii Bowl, Honolulu 
Memphis (6-6) vs. Hawaii (6-7), ccd. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 25 
Camellia Bowl, Montgomery, Ala. 
Georgia St. 51, Ball State 20 


MONDAY, DEC. 27 

Quick Lane Bowl 

Western Michigan 52, Nevada 24 
Military Bowl, Annapolis, Md. 

Boston Coll. (6-6) vs. E. Carolina (7-5), ccd. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 28 

Birmingham Bowl, Birmingham, Ala. 
#20 Houston 17, Auburn 13 

SERVPRO First Responder Bowl, Dallas 
Air Force 31, Louisville 28 

Liberty Bowl, Memphis, Tenn. 

Texas Tech 34, Mississippi State 7 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl, Phoenix 
Minnesota 18, West Virginia 6 

Holiday Bowl, San Diego 

UCLA (8-4) vs. NC State (9-3), ccd. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 29 

Pinstripe Bowl, New York City 
Maryland 54, Virginia Tech 10 
Cheez-Iit Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#19Clemson 20, lowa State 13 
Alamo Bowl, San Antonio 

#16 Oklahoma 47, #14 Oregon 32 
Fenway Bowl, Boston 

Virginia (6-6) vs. SMU (8-4), ccd 


THURSDAY, DEC. 30 

Duke’s Mayo Bowl, Charlotte, N.C. 
South Carolina 38, North Carolina 21 
Music City Bowl, Nashville 

Purdue 48, Tennessee 45(OT) 

Peach Bowl, Atlanta 

#10 Michigan State 31, #12 Pittsburgh 21 
Las Vegas Bowl, Las Vegas 

Wisconsin 20, Arizona State 13 


FRIDAY, DEC. 31 

College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Cotton Bowl Classic), Arlington, Texas 
#1Alabama 27, #4Cincinnati 6 

College Football Playoff Semifinal 
(Orange Bowl), Miami Gardens, Fla. 

#3 Georgia 34, #2 Michigan 11 

Gator Bowl, Jacksonville, Fla. 

#17Wake Forest 38, Rutgers 10 

Sun Bowl, El Paso, Texas 

Cent. Michigan 24, Washington State 21 
Arizona Bowl, Tucson, Ariz., ccd. 


SATURDAY, JAN. 1 

Outback Bowl, Tampa, Fla. 
#21 Arkansas 24, Penn State 10 
Citrus Bowl, Orlando, Fla. 
#21 Kentucky 20, #15 lowa 17 
Fiesta Bowl, Glendale, Ariz. 
#90klahoma St. 37, #5Notre Dame 35 
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. 
#6 Ohio State 48, #11 Utah 45 
Sugar Bowl, New Orleans 
#7Baylor 21, #8Mississippi 7 


TUESDAY, JAN. 4 
Texas Bowl, Houston 
Kansas State 42, LSU 20 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
OFFENSE UGA ALA 
Avg Points PerGame 39.0 41.4 
First Downs 271 343 
Rushing yardage 2,119 2,220 
Number of Rush Plays 515 520 
Avg. Yards Per Rush 5.3 4.3 
Rushing Yards/Game 194.2 158.6 
Rushing Touchdowns 28 21 
Passing yardage 3,554 4,704 
Passing Plays 381 514 
Avg. Yards/Completion 14.4 13.6 
Passing Yards/Game 253.9 336.0 
Passing touchdowns 37 47 
Passes Intercepted 12 5 
Total offensive yards 6,270 6,924 
Yards per game 448.1 494.6 
Offensive toudhdowns 59 74 
3rd down conversions 73/159 ~=107/203 
3rd down conv pct. 46% 52% 
Fumbles Lost 4 5 
DEFENSE UGA ALA 
Avg. points allowed 9.6 19.2 
First downs allowed 199 245 
Rushing yards allowed 1,150 1,152 
Rushing Plays 435 455 
Yards Per Rush 2.6 25 
Rushing Yards/Game 82.4 82.3 
Passing yards allowed 2,481 3,046 
Passing Plays 450 444 
Yards PerCompletion 9.9 10.9 
Passing Yards/Game_ 177.2 217.6 
Passes Intercepted 14 15 
Opponent total offense 3,631 4,198 
Opp. yards/game 259.6 299.9 
Opp. 3rd downconv. 74/219 60/196 
Opp 3rd down conv 34% 30% 
Rush TDs allowed 3 8 
Pass TDs allowed 9 23 
Fumbles Recovered 4 5 
Def. sacks-yds lost 45-331 53-329 
QB hits n/a 49 
Interceptions 14 15 
Forced fumbles 10 5 
Solo tackles 483 493 
Safeties 2 0 
SPECIAL TEAMS UGA ALA 
Field goals 20-25 19-24 
Longest made FG 46 51 
Avg. Kickoff Return 18.2 25.3 
Op. Avg. Kickoff Return13.00 18.48 
Avg. Punt Return 9.0 8.2 
Opp. Avg. Punt Return 11.09 6.08 
Net Punting 41.2 36.8 
Special tm return TDs il 2 
SCORE BY 
QUARTER 1 2 3 4 OT TOT 
Georgia 163 189 109 85 0 546 
Opp. 22 34 21 58 O 135 
Alabama 125 204 103 134 14 580 
Opp. 53 61 71 72 12 269 
POSSESSION UGA ALA 
Time of possession 30:42 31:54 
Opp. possession 29:17 28:06 
Penalties 67 100 
Opp. 90 91 
TURNOVERS GAIN LOST TM AVG 
Georgia 19 16 +3 +.14 
Alabama 19 11 +8 +.64 


georgiadogs.comAports/football 
rolltide.comAports/football 
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Nathan Chen dominated the competition to win his sixth 
U.S. figure skating championship in row Sunday, one short 
of Dick Button’s record of seven straight. MARK ZALESKI/AP 


FIGURE SKATING 


Chen claims 


6th US title 


By Dave Skretta 


Associated Press 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
Nathan Chen had landed 
some of the most diffi- 
cult jumps in figure skat- 
ing, soaring through the 
air with a dizzying array 
of quads and flawlessly 
stringing together incred- 
ible combinations that left 
the crowd wanting more. 

Figures that he would 
faceplant on a simple step 
sequence. 

It didn’t matter, though. 
Nor did a mistake on one of 
his four quadruple jumps. 
Chen was that much better 
than everyone else at the 
US. Figure Skating Cham- 
pionships on Sunday, 
winning the free skate with 
212.63 points and scoring 
328.01 in all — good for 
his sixth consecutive title 
by nearly 26 points over 
17-year-old wunderkind 
Tlia Malinin. 

“Silly things happen all 
the time. Am I to expect 
that? Probably not,’ Chen 
said with a smile and 
shrug. “It was a dumb 
little moment. I just 
got wrapped up in that 
moment and lost my foot- 
ing. It is what it is. Make 
sure I don’t do that again.” 

Chen’s six titles are the 
most by a men’s skater 
since Todd Eldredge won 
his sixth in 2002, and he’s 
the first to win six in arow 
since two-time Olympic 
champion Dick Button 
won seven straight in the 
1940s and ’50s. 

Vincent Zhou followed 
an exceptional short 
program with acalamitous 
free skate Sunday, barely 
edging Jason Brown for 
third place and putting his 
spot on the U.S. team for 
Beijing in question. 

It has been a remark- 
able four-year run for the 
22-year-old Chen since 
a shockingly poor short 
program at the Pyeong- 
chang Games cost him a 
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shot at an Olympic medal. 
Chen won 14 consecutive 
events, from national titles 
to world championships 
and everything in between, 
before losing to Zhou at 
Skate America in October. 

That turned out to be 
a blip: Chen won Skate 
Canada the very next 
week. 

He underscored his 
readiness for Beijing 
when he broke his own 
national record in the short 
program, a throwback to 
his “La Boheme” program 
from a couple years ago 
that featured a pair of soar- 
ing quads and scored 115.39 
points. 

Then, Chen put his read- 
iness in all CAPS with his 
performance in the free 
skate. 

Wearing a costume 
adorned with a super- 
nova, Chen blasted off into 
another level to music 
from “Rocketman” with 
a score that beat his own 
Grand Prix best this season 
of 307.18 points. And he 
topped the 322.36 points 
his biggest rival in Beijing, 
two-time Olympic champ 
Yuzuru Hanyu, scored 
in winning the Japanese 
national title last month. 

Malinin, whose parents 
both skated for Uzbeki- 
stan at the Olympics, hada 
three-point lead after the 
short program over long- 
time fan favorite Jason 
Brown, whose odyssey 
getting to Nashville — 
five canceled flights, four 
airline changes, three 
airports, two countries 
and about 33 hours of trav- 
eling — made him a winner 
regardless of his perfor- 
mance. 

Malinin, the self-pro- 
claimed “quad god,” hit a 
huge opening quad lutz 
and quad toe loop to set 
the tone for his program. 
He also hit a quad salchow 
later in the performance 
to finish second with 
302.48 points. 


Broncos fire Fangio 
after three seasons 


News services 


The Broncos are look- 
ing for a new head coach 
to lead them out of a 
six-year playoff drought 
and a half decade of losing 
seasons that marks the 
most protracted plunge by 
a Super Bowl champion in 
NFL history. 

The Broncos fired head 
coach Vic Fangio, 63, after 
he went 19-30 over three 
years, including 7-10 this 
season. 

Fangio’s .387 winning 
percentage included a 
6-11 mark at home over the 
last two seasons, the worst 
two-year stretch for the 
Broncos since they went 
4-10 in 1967-68. 

The new coach will be 
the Broncos’ fifth in nine 
years. 


College basketball: Mich- 
igan’s home game against 
No. 3 Purdue scheduled 
for Tuesday night was 
postponed because the 
Wolverines have fewer 
than seven scholarship 
players cleared to play 
as a result of COVID-19 
protocols. Michigan had 
already postponed their 
game Saturday against 
No. 10 Michigan State. 


College football: The 
administrators who 
manage the College Foot- 
ball Playoff will report on 
the progress of expansion 
talks to a presidential over- 
sight committee Monday. 
The CFP management 
committee wrapped up 
about seven hours of meet- 
ings over the weekend. 
Executive Director Bill 
Hancock said only that the 
group had made progress, 
but gave no indication on 
whether a consensus was 
reached on a new format. 


NBA: Grizzlies F Dillon 
Brooks is expected to miss 
at least 3-5 weeks, and may 
be out through the All-Star 
break with a sprained 
ankle, ESPN reported. 
Brooks is the Grizzlies’ 
No. 2 scorer at 18.4 ppg. 


NHL: The Devils-Light- 
ning and Oilers-Sena- 
tors games scheduled for 
Monday were postponed 
due to COVID issues with 
the Devils and Oilers. 


Soccer: Premier League 
club Arsenal was knocked 
out of the FA Cup witha 
1-0 third-round road loss 
to second-tier Nottingham 
Forest. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Wednesday: at Butler, 7p.m., Wednesday: vs. St. John’s 
SNY (at Gampel), 8:30 p.m., FS1 
9 
Women’s 
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final minutes of the game before 
pulling out the win. 

“The offense looked really good 
at times, but we have to just get 
better at sustaining things,” coach 
Geno Auriemma said. “We allow 
something that happens to set 
us back, so we'll take two steps 
forward, something will happen, 
we'll take two steps back. And 
that hopefully is something we 
can work on in the next couple of 
days, the next couple weeks. ... The 
only constant that I’ve seen [as the 
team searches for its identity] is the 
inconsistency.” 

UConn looked good early 
considering Sunday was its first 
game in three weeks, bouncing 
ahead 16-9 behind seven points on 
perfect shooting from Juhasz. But 
Creighton (10-4, 5-1) hung around 
thanks to the Huskies’ nine first- 
halfturnovers (including five trav- 
eling calls) and some defensive 
breakdowns leading to easy Blue- 
jays baskets in the paint. 

The Huskies led by as many 
as 10 in the first 20 minutes, but 
when the Bluejays cut the deficit 
to four twice, UConn responded 
each time: the first with back-to- 
back baskets from Ducharme and 
Edwards, and the second with a 
free throw from Juhasz and transi- 
tion layup from Ducharme, giving 
UConn a 36-29 edge going into 
the break. At that point, Juhasz, 
Ducharme and Edwards combined 
for 28 of UConn’s points. 

UConn pulled ahead by 11 early 
in the third quarter offa pair of free 
throws from Evina Westbrook, 
but some miscues on both ends 
allowed the Bluejays to score six 
straight points and make it a five- 
point game with 4:30 left in the 
period. The Huskies composed 
themselves and closed the third 
up 10, finishing the frame on a 7-2 
run, before getting some breath- 
ing room early in the fourth behind 
another Ducharme basket, a 
Williams 3 and then a Williams 
layup to go up 56-39. 

They turned things around 
starting with their defense, hold- 
ing Creighton to just two points for 
roughly eight minutes spanning 
the third into the fourth. 

“T feel like we have to get stops 
on defense for our offense to flow,” 
Williams said. “That’s been the 
big emphasis. Once we get steals 
and stops, everything flows on the 
other end, and I think we’re start- 
ing to pick up on that every day in 
practice and in games.” 

In all, the Huskies held Creigh- 
ton, which entered the game one 
of the most prolific 3-point shoot- 
ing teams in the nation, to 5-for- 
25 shooting from the arc. But the 
Bluejays’ excellent offensive move- 
ment allowed them to outscore 
UConn in the paint, 34-28. 

“They’re not an easy team to 
defend,’ Auriemma said. “You’ve 
got to work really, really hard, and 
you’ve got to keep working. The 
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one step up and be that person, 
but we haven’t found that person 
yet.” 

When Auriemma left the 
room, at least one obvious candi- 
date raised her hand. Couldn’t 
Christyn Williams be the floor 
general the Huskies need? 

“Yes,” Williams said. “He’s 
been talking to me about that. 
It’s been an emphasis on that 
in practice, trying to be a leader 
out there. I’ve had some rough 
games in the past, so I’m still 
trying to get myself back to 
speed so I can lead my team- 
mates the way they need to be 
led. But I feel like I can be that 
player, and I will be that player 
for you guys.” 

Caroline Ducharme was on 
Williams’ right, Aaliyah Edwards 
on her left. They carried much 
of the load Sunday. Ducharme, 
the freshman who has been 
the leading scorer since Buec- 
kers went down, had 17 points, 
five rebounds, three blocks, 
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UConn’s Caroline Ducharme blocks a shot by Creighton’s Carly Bachelor in the second half Sunday in Storrs. 
Ducharme had 17 points and three blocks. JESSICA HILL/AP 


minute you stop, they get a layup 
or they get an open 3.” 

A sloppy final few minutes for 
the Huskies as Creighton intensi- 
fied its defensive pressure helped 
the Bluejays cut the deficit to nine 
with 1:41 to play and eight with 16.5 
seconds left, but they couldn’t pull 
any closer. 

“T think it was progress in the 
first half of the fourth quarter, but 
the second half of the fourth quar- 
ter, I don’t know if it was mental 
fatigue and that we hadn’t played 
in a while, but I think we kind of 
let the pressure get to us alittle bit,” 
Williams said. “That’s just some- 
thing that we have to work on.” 


Nika Mihl return 


Mihl’s return after dealing 
with a foot injury was a welcome 
sight, but she didn’t do herself any 
favors: She ran over a Creighton 
player and got called for a foul 24 
seconds after checking into the 
game for the first time and picked 
up asecond foul early in the second 
quarter. She finished with four 
fouls in 17 minutes. 

“It’s hard when you miss that 
much time and you haven’t prac- 
ticed much,” Auriemma said. 
“She’s looked a lot better in prac- 


two assists and two steals, a 
sturdy all-round performance 
that exhibited all the work she 
has put in to raise her game, 
especially on defense, to the 
major college level faster than 
anyone imagined. Edwards had 
12 points, three rebounds and 
three steals in 22 minutes off the 
bench. Neither has the experi- 
ence to have that responsibility 
put on her back. 

The Huskies, first and fore- 
most, will have to do this with 
defense, though Auriemma is not 
convinced 63 points, let alone the 
60.5 they are averaging without 
Bueckers, will be enough. 

“We've got to figure outa 
way to get to 75, at least,” he 
said. “...So much of it is self-in- 
flicted, unforced errors, a mental 
toughness that has to be there, a 
concentration element that has 
to be there. When you watch this 
particular group play, as it was 
[Sunday], there really was an up 
and down factor to it, and that’s 
the only constant that I’ve seen 
in this group is its inconsistency. 
Players will look really good for 
four or five possessions, and then 
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tice than she looked today playing. 

“T think she just has to under- 
stand that she’s not right all the 
time and that the refs are allowed 
to call fouls once in a while, that 
it’s not always their fault when 
you foul. And that causes her to 
not have a rhythm in the game 
because she can’t be in the game as 
long as she wants to be or for long 
stretches like she wants to be.” 

Miuhl was only supposed to play 
15 minutes, ultimately logging just 
north of that at 17. 

“All in all, I’m just glad that we 
got her the minutes we got her, and 
hopefully we can get a few more 
out of her this coming week,” 
Auriemma said. 


Personnel updates 


Auriemma said that junior 
Aubrey Griffin, who has yet to 
play this season, is having surgery 
Monday to repair a disk issue in 
her back. He reiterated that she’s 
unlikely to return this season. 

He added that he’s hoping fresh- 
man Amari DeBerry will be “good to 
go this coming week,” while sopho- 
more Piath Gabriel is not ready yet 
and will be “a little bit longer.” 

Sophomore Azzi Fudd is “being 
allowed to do more and more each 


look completely opposite for five 
possessions.” 

Williams, who has been in the 
program the longest, was 5-for- 
11, 2-for-5 on 3s, scoring 13 with 
five rebounds, but had no assists 
and three turnovers. Evina West- 
brook, the fifth-year senior, had 
two points, four rebounds, three 
assists — and six turnovers. 

“When you’re a senior and 
you’ve played a lot of basket- 
ball in college, there are certain 
expectations you should have for 
yourself,” Auriemma said, “and 
I think, if you asked her, she’s 
not exactly thrilled with some of 
her performances. Being a play- 
maker is exactly what we need, 
and we haven’t gotten that.” 

So here the Huskies stand at 
7-3, in unfamiliar surroundings. 
Creighton, 5-0 in the Big East 
coming in, is presumably one of 
the better conference opponents, 
and it’s beginning to look like this 
won’t be the annual unbeaten 
frolic through the conference 
season for UConn. 

“This is going to be what it 
looks like?’ Auriemma said. “This 
is gong to be what it is, fora 


day, so hopefully she’s getting 
close”? Auriemma said. 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com. 


UCONN 63, CREIGHTON 55 
FT 


Creighton M FG RB A PF PT 
Ronsiek 25 5-9 0-0 4 2 2 10 
Rembao 33 3-6 0-0 4 3 1 6 
Brotzki 16 3-5 0-0 1 1 3 6 
Jensen 28 2-7 0-0 5 1 1 5 
Bachelor 18 0-4 0-0 1 0 3 0 
Maly 23 5-16 0-0 5 3 O 14 
Mogensen 21 2-4 44 3 2 0 8 
Brake 10 2-3 0-0 1 1 5 4 
Saunders 20 1-7 0-2 2 0 2 2 
Horan 6 0-1 0-0 1 O O 0 
TOTALS — 23-62 4-6 34 13 17 55 


Three-point goals: 5-25, 20.0(Maly 4-13, Jensen 
1-5, Ronsiek 0-1, Rembao 0-1, Brotzki 0-1, 
Mogensen 0-1, Horan 0-1, Saunders 0-2). FG pct.: 
37.1. FT pct.: 66.7. Team rebounds: 7. Turnovers: 
16(Maly 4, Jensen 3, Ronsiek 2, Rembao 2, Brot- 
zki 2, Mogensen 2, Brake). Blocks: 1(Bachelor). 
Steals: 4(Rembao, Maly, Mogensen, Saunders). 
F 


UConn M RB A PF PT 
Ducharme 38 7-13 12 5 2 3 #17 
Williams 38 5-11 1-4 5 0 2 £13 
Juhasz 31 3-8 3-4 3 3 0 10 
Nelson-Ododa 22 3-6 1-1 7 3 #1 7 
Westbrook 33 (0-1 22 4 3 O 2 
Edwards 22 5-10 2-22 3 1 3 12 
Muhl 16 1-4 0-0 2 3 4 2 
TOTALS — 24-53 10-1533 15 13 63 


Three-point goals: 5-20, 25.0(Williams 2-5, 
Ducharme 2-6, Juhasz 1-4, Nelson-Ododa 0-1, 
Westbrook 0-1, Muhl 0-3). FG pct.: 45.3. FT pct.: 
66.7. Team rebounds: 4. Turnovers: 16(West- 
brook 6, Williams 3, Edwards 3, Ducharme 2, 
Nelson-Ododa, Muhl). Blocks: 5(Ducharme 3, 
Juhasz, Edwards). Steals: 9(Edwards 3, Ducha- 
rme 2, Westbrook 2, Williams, Nelson-Ododa). 
Creighton 15 14 10 16 — 55 
UConn 21 15 13 14 — 63 
Officials: Smith, Stuck, Brunette. Att.: 6,636at 
Gampel Pavilion, Storrs. 


while, so I’m hoping our defense 
can stay exactly the way it is and 
we can get a little more consis- 
tent on offense.” 

They know they can’t expect 
Aubrey Griffin, who had back 
surgery, back this season. Maybe 
freshman Azzi Fudd, with her 
potential to provide instant 
offense, is back before too many 
more games. Nika Muhl’s return 
provided a little more support, 
17 minutes, on Sunday. Maybe 
Amari DeBerry and Piath Gabriel 
return soon and add a little more 
depth. 

But the Huskies have 17 games 
packed into the next 47 days. It’s 
going to be a long hike with food 
and water in limited supply, and 
the Huskies must look to the 
most experienced to lead them 
through the wilderness. 

“T need to be that player for my 
teammates every day in prac- 
tice,’ Williams said, “be consis- 
tent with it, carry it over in the 
games. As an upper classman, I 
feel it’s my duty.” 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com. 
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UConn’s hot 
3-point shooting 


Perhaps one of the most 
interesting things about this 
Huskies team is its 3-point 
shooting. Players who are not 
typically shooters (Akok Akok 
and Jackson) are leading the 
team in percentages. While 
players like Tyler Polley, who 
is traditionally a good shooter, 
is shooting 32% from 3. On 
Saturday against Seton Hall, 
the Huskies shot a season- 
best 14-for-23 (61%) from 3. 
Polley was 3-for-5, his first 
good game from beyond the 
arc since the Auburn game, 
when he went 6-for-9. Tyrese 
Martin went 3-for-4 and 
Akok and Jackson each went 
2-for-4 from 3. Watching Akok 
drain 3s never gets old. 


Akok’s lack of 


minutes 


On Saturday, UConn started 
Sanogo and Akok together, 
which has only happened 
one other time this season, 
UConn’s 64-60 loss to Mich- 
igan State. They started 
together due to Isaiah Whaley 
coming off COVID-19, accord- 
ing to Hurley. Akok ended up 
with six points and two assists, 
but played just 19 minutes. 
While he wasn’t dominant on 
the boards (Sanogo gobbled 
up 16 rebounds), he gave the 
Huskies a nice balance of 
floor spacing and big 3-point 
shooting threat. As UConn 
needed three points to tie the 
game at the end of overtime, 
why wasn’t the best 3-point 
shooter on the floor? Typically 
most teams don’t play double- 
big due to lack of spacing, but 
his 3-point shooting isn’t just 
a mirage. Akok has been step- 
ping into his 3s and making 
his catch-and-shoot oppor- 
tunities. 


UConn’s 
ballhandling and 


turnover issues 


You can’t win alot of games 
when you turn the ball over 
19 times like the Huskies 
did, leading to 26 Seton Hall 
points. It felt like every time 
UConn was on the verge 
of putting the game away, 
it would turn the ball over, 
breathing life into the Pirates. 
The Huskies’ ballhandling 
issues have been a consis- 
tent problem throughout the 
season with guard R.J Cole 
forced to carry the load. When 
Cole fouled out with 2:19 to 
play in overtime, the Huskies 
struggled to initiate sets, lead- 
ing to Martin turning the ball 
over when down one with 2 
seconds left and essentially 
sealing the game. 


Sanogo is back to 
his old self 


Sanogo started his first 
game since UConn faced 
Maryland Eastern Shore. He 
had missed four games due 
to an abdominal strain, but 
played 13 minutes against 
Marquette. He came into 
Saturday’s game question- 
able to play after being 
limited in practice due to a 
hamstring injury he sustained 
in the Marquette game. He 
finished with 18 points and 
16 rebounds. According to 
Sanogo, he felt 100 percent 
but later said he was play- 
ing through some pain. 
Coming into the game he 
was supposed to play under 
20 minutes, but ended up 
playing 32. On the court, he 
looked comfortable. He got to 
his spots in the post for easy 
scores, dominated the glass 
and passed out of double 
teams, an important develop- 
ment. 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


SHORTS 
Smith holds off No. 1 Rahm in Hawaii 


No one ever finished a PGA Tour more shots under par 
than Cameron Smith, and he needed every one of them 
to outlast world No. 1 Jon Rahm and win the Tournament 
of Champions in Hawaii. In the best scoring conditions 
Kapalua has seen in the 24 times it has hosted the winners- 
only start to the new year, Smith was relentless all the day 
down to the 3-foot birdie putt he made on the 18th hole 
for an 8-under 65 and a one-shot victory Sunday. Smith 
finished at 34-under 258, a tournament record by three 
shots. Ernie Els won at 31 under in 2003, and that was the 
PGA Tour record for shots under par. Three players beat 
that in this week on the western edge of Maui. Rahm, play- 
ing for the first time since Oct. 15, closed with a 66 to finish 
at 33 under. Matt Jones tied the Plantation course record 
at 61— Justin Thomas and Rahm each shot 61 on Saturday 
— to finish third at 32 under. Until this week, only three 
players had ever finished a 72-hole event at 30 under or 
lower — Els in 2003, Jordan Spieth at Kapalua in 2016 and 
Dustin Johnson at rain-soaked Liberty National in 2020. 
Smith picked up his fourth PGA Tour victory — two were 
team titles in New Orleans — and became the sixth player 
to have won at both Hawaii stops on the PGA Tour. 


CFP CHAMPIONSHIP ANALYSIS 


Georgia’s Warren Ericson, right, and Alabama’s Slade Bolden battle during the SEC title game on Dec. 4 in Atlanta. AP FILE 


Watt ties NFL season sack record 


T.J. Watt has entered rare company in 
the NFL. His name is now at the top of 
the league’s single-season sack list. The 
Steelers two-time All-Pro linebacker 
tied Hall of Famer Michael Strahan’s 
mark of 22 % sacks in a season during 
Sunday’s 16-13 overtime victory againt 
the Ravens in Baltimore. Watt wrapped 
up Ravens quarterback Tyler Huntley for a loss on a first- 
and-goal from the 3-yard line with 23 seconds left in the 
second quarter. The Ravens ended up settling for a field 
goal. Watt, 27, considered the favorite for defensive player 
of the year, also had three quarterback hits, a tackle for 
loss, a batted pass and a forced fumble to help the Steelers 
likely book a trip to the playoffs. Though Strahan set the 
record in a 16-game season, Watt only played in 15 regu- 
lar-season games this year due to injury and illness. “It’s 
definitely a cool thing,” Watt said of breaking the record. 
“T don’t know if any of it’s really hit me.” The NFL didn’t 
keep track of sacks before the 1982 season. The unofficial 
record-holder is Al “Bubba” Baker, who had 23 sacks as a 
rookie for the Lions in 1978. 
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Southern comfort 


Whether the Tide or Dawgs capture the crown, one thing is clear: It’s the SEC’s world 


Why Alabama will win 


If it’s not easy beating a team a second time, it’s likely 
even harder to do it using the same formula. 

But No. 1 Alabama does have enough ways it can attack 
opposing defenses, even a dominant one like third-ranked 
Georgia has, to win the College Football Playoff champi- 
onship game Monday night in Indianapolis. 

The Crimson Tide features two of the top players in 
college football: Heisman Trophy-winning quarter- 
back Bryce Young and linebacker Will Anderson. And 
Alabama’s defense has proven to be quite formidable even 
if its been overshadowed at times. 

The Alabama isn’t shying away from the challenge beat- 
ing a team twice in just over a month. 

“T don’t think it’s tough having to play somebody twice,” 
Tide defensive coordinator Pete Golding said. “I mean, I 
know everybody talks about that and all that. But if you look 
at the NFL, you’re playing everybody in your division twice.” 

Georgia may have extra motivation coming out of the 
locker room. But Alabama has the confidence from having 
done it before. 

The Tide dominated the Bulldogs 41-24 in the South- 
eastern Conference championship game with Young 
passing for 421 yards and a hobbled Brian Robinson Jr. 
running for 55. 

Then the Tide clamped down on Cincinnati 27-6 in 
the Cotton Bowl. In that CFP semifinal, Young yielded 
the starring role. The sophomore passed for 181 yards, 
while Robinson’s 204 rushing yards paved the way for the 
offense. 

An injury to wide receiver John Metchie III after nearly 
reaching 100 yards in the first half changed the offensive 
dynamics. 

But freshman Ja’Corey Brooks and other receivers 
have shown flashes that could help them complement 
All-America receiver Jameson Williams in the rematch 
with Georgia along with veteran Slade Bolden. Tight 
ends Jahleel Billingsley and Cameron Latu are capable of 
making plays, too. 

The Bulldogs, like most teams, had scant success 
containing Williams in the SEC title game. O’Brien and his 
offensive coaches have found ways to keep getting him the 
ball, often downfield. 

Alabama’s offensive line will play a significant role in 
the outcome. The unit has been strong since giving up 
seven sacks against Auburn. And it will have to be against 
Georgia’s defensive front led by Jordan Davis. 

Defensively, Alabama will be looking to slow down 
Bulldogs tight end Brock Bowers, who had 10 catches in 
Atlanta, and contain Georgia’s running game. 

The Crimson Tide are confident they'll be able to get 
in done. Nick Saban has had tremendous success making 
adjustments in a second meeting against a team, especially 
defensively. 

The experience in tight contests another edge that 
could title the game in the Crimson Tide’s favor. 

— John Zenor, Associated Press 


Why Georgia will win 


Former longtime Georgia coach Vince Dooley loves 
history — especially the kind he says favors his beloved 
Bulldogs. 

Dooley believes a rematch will work in Georgia’s advan- 
tage against Alabama on Monday. Dooley also has faith 
Georgia’s defense will fare better in its second chance 
against Young. 

“In most cases, not all, it’s tough to beat good teams 
again for the second time,” Dooley told The Associated 
Press earlier this week. “I’m hopeful that’s what is going 
to happen.” 

The psychological edge that comes with the rematch 
favors Georgia. The extra motivation helps, but the best 
reason to pick the Bulldogs is the defense which carried 
the team all season. 

Dooley, 89, plans to attend the game after recently test- 
ing positive for COVID-19 but recovering from symptoms 
he said were “kind of like a cold. I’m OK and ready to go.” 

Dooley won 201 games Georgia’s coach for 25 years, 
from 1964 to 1988. With Dooley as coach, Georgia won its 
last national championship in 1980, beating Notre Dame 
in the Sugar Bowl. 

Dooley’s 1982 team, led by Heisman Trophy winning 
tailback Herschel Walker, won its third consecutive SEC 
title and was undefeated before losing to Penn State in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

This season’s Bulldogs completed their first undefeated 
regular season since the 1982 team and were ranked No. 1 
before before losing to Alabama 41-24 in the SEC champi- 
onship game. 

Georgia responded to the loss with an impressive 
34-11 win over Michigan in the CFP semifinal Orange 
Bowl on Dec. 31. 

The rout of Michigan stands as the Bulldogs’ response 
to those who suspect they were exposed as overrated in 
their SEC championship game loss to Alabama. 

The Bulldogs proved they indeed have a dominant 
defense, as they showed in the regular season. And history 
also is on their side. 

Dooley cited several instances of teams winning SEC or 
national championships in rematches, including Alabama’s 
second-chance win over LSU in the 2011 BCS national 
championship game. Dooley also recalled Georgia’s 28-7 
win over Auburn in the 2017 SEC championship game after 
losing to the Tigers in the regular season. 

Smart said the inability to pressure Young in the 
SEC championship game “wasn’t for a lack of trying.” 

“And we brought a lot of different pressures,” Smart said 
Monday. “They did a good job picking those pressures up. 
And at the end of the day, there’s four or five guys that are 
one-on-one up there. Somebody’s got to win one-on-one.” 

Georgia’s defense won those battles all season. If Dool- 
ey’s history lessons prove correct, the defense will help 
the Bulldogs end their 40-year national championship 
drought. 

— Charles Odum, Associated Press 


Barty, Nadal win Aussie tuneups 


Top-ranked Ash Barty won her second Adelaide Interna- 
tional title in three years with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over Elena 
Rybakina on Sunday. Rafael Nadal also added another title 
to his illustrious career, capturing at least one ATP title 
for the 19th consecutive year. The top-seeded Nadal beat 
American Maxime Cressy, 7-6 (6), 6-3 at Melbourne in 
one of six tournaments this week ahead of the Australian 
Open, the first Grand Slam of the year that begins Jan. 17. 
The Adelaide win improved Barty’s record against top-20 
rivals to 17-1 since the beginning of 2021. Barty also beat 
Coco Gauff, 2020 Australian Open champion Sofin Kenin 
and 2020 French Open winner Iga Swiatek en route to 
her 14th WTA tournament win. Barty is scheduled to play 
the Sydney Tennis Classic next week before the Austra- 
lian Open begins on Jan. 17. In a WTA tournament at 
Melbourne, 20-year-old American Amanda Anisimova 
beat Aliaksandra Sasnovich of Belarus 7-5, 1-6, 6-4 to win 
her second WTA title. In other tournament finals Sunday, 
second-seeded Simona Halep beat Veronika Kudermetova 
6-2, 6-3 to win the WTA 500 event in Melbourne, and in the 
Adelaide International men’s final, Gael Monfils defeated 
Karen Khachanov 6-4, 6-4. —News services 


CFP CHAMPIONSHIP BREAKING IT DOWN 
No. 1 Alabama (13-1) vs. 
No. 3 Georgia (13-1) 


8 p.m. Monday in Indianapolis, ESPN 





Line: Georgia by 2 2, according to FanDuel Sportsbook. 
Series record: Alabama leads 42-25-4. 


WHAT’S AT STAKE? 

Simple. The national championship. For Alabama, it would 
make the Crimson Tlde the first team in the CFP era to earn 
back-to-back titles. The Crimson Tide last won consecutive 
titles in 2011-12. Under coach Nick Saban, Alabama has won 
six national championships in 14 years. Georgia, meanwhile, 
is trying to snap a seven-game losing streak against the 
Tide, win the school’s first title in 41 years and swing the 
SEC’s balance of power east. 


KEY MATCHUP 

Georgia’s pass defense vs. Alabama QB Bryce Young: 
When these teams met in last month’s SEC title game, 
Young carved up a seemingly invincible defense for 

421 yards and three touchdowns despite losing star receiver 
John Metchie III for the second half. Metchie (knee) remains 
out. Young wasn’t sacked and the Crimson Tide finished 
with no turnovers against the Bulldogs. Georgia needs to 
corral the Heisman Trophy winner and still be stout enough 
to slow down an offense that ran for more than 300 yards 

in asemifinal victory against No. 4 Cincinnati in the Cotton 
Bowl. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 

Georgia: DT Jordan Davis and LB Nakobe Dean, the award- 
winning stars of the Bulldogs’ dominant defense. Davis, 
the 340-pound Outland Trophy winner, is the leader of 

the Bulldogs’ run stuffers. Dean, the Butkus Award winner, 
needs to replicate the stellar performance he had against 
Michigan in the Orange Bowl and get Georgia into the 
proper defensive alignments. 

Alabama: WR Jameson Williams. The Ohio State transfer 
has been the ultimate game-breaker for Alabama. The 
junior averages 20 yards per catch with 15 touchdowns and 
he burned Georgia for 184 yards and two scores in the first 
meeting. 


FACTS & FIGURES 

Georgia coach Kirby Smart is 0-4 against his former mentor, 
Saban. ... Saban is 25-1 all-time against former assistants, 
but the lone loss came in October against Texas A&M 
coach Jimbo Fisher. ... The Bulldogs have appeared in only 
one other CFP title game, losing to Alabama in overtime in 
January 2018. ... The Crimson Tide has won 34 consecutive 
games against SEC East foes, dating to an October 

2010 loss at No. 19 South Carolina. ... Georgia allows 9.6 
points, best in the nation, while scoring 39.0 points (ninth 
nationally). ... Saban’s 29 wins over top-five teams is an 
FBS record. ... Georgia OB Stetson Bennett IV ranks fourth 
nationally in passing efficiency at 176.8 and could break 
Aaron Murray’s single-season school record (174.8 in 2012). 
... [E Brock Bowers broke Georgia’s school record for 

TD catches in a season (12) en route to earning 

SEC freshman of the year honors. ... Alabama OLB Will 
Anderson Jr. leads country in sacks (17 ¥2) and tackles for 
loss (33 2). ... Monday marks the first time Alabama and 
Georgia will meet outside their respective states. The 
2018 title game was played in Atlanta. 


Team statistics 

Category Alabama Georgia 
SCORING 

Total points per game 41.4 39.0 
Total points 580 546 
Total touchdowns 14 69 
1ST DOWNS 

Total Ist downs 345 319 
Rushing 1st downs 125 143 
Passing 1st downs 200 152 

Ist downs by penalty 20 24 

3rd down efficiency 108-205 73-160 
3rd down % 52.7 45.6 
4th down efficiency 9-16 8-14 
4th down % 56.3 57] 
PASSING 

Comp-att 345-514 247-381 
Net passing yards 4,104 3.554 
Yards per pass attempt 9.2 9.3 
Net passing YPG 336.0 253.9 
Passing touchdowns 47 37 
Interceptions 5 12 
Sacks-yards lost 37-239 11-75 
RUSHING 

Rushing attempts 520 515 
Rushing yards 2,220 2,124 
Yards per rush attempt 4.3 5.3 
Rushing yards per game 158.6 194.6 
Rushing touchdowns 21 28 
OFFENSE 

Total offensive plays 1,071 907 
Total yards 6.924 6,278 
Yards per game 494.6 448.4 
KICKING 

Net average punt yards 36.6 41.2 
Punt: Total yards 45-1,730 42-1,974 
FG: Good-attempts 19-24 20-25 


Touchback percentage 55 73 
TIME OF POSSESSION 


Possession time average S2:26 30:42 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Fumbles-lost 16-6 13-4 
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SPORTS 


BILLS 27, JETS 10 


Bills clinch AFC East title with victory over Jets 


By John Wawrow 


Associated Press 


ORCHARD PARK, NY. — The 
Buffalo Bills clinched their second 
consecutive AFC East title after 
Devin Singletary scored twice in 
the final 8:21in a27-10 win over the 
New York Jets on Sunday. 

The Bills (11-6) enter the play- 
offs as the conference’s third seed, 
but had to await the outcome of the 
late game between the Los Ange- 
les Chargers and Las Vegas Raid- 
ers to determine who they'll host 
in the wild-card playoff round next 
weekend. The game wasn’t over in 
time for this edition. 

Buffalo would face the Chargers 
with an LA victory over Las Vegas. 
A Raiders victory would pit Buffalo 
against the division-rival Patriots. 

The Bills actually moved up a 
spot in the conference standings, 
jumping ahead of Cincinnati after 
the Bengals (10-7) lost to Cleveland 
earlier in the day. 

The Bills limited the Jets to a 
franchise-low 53 yards of total 
offense and four first downs — the 
fewest allowed by Buffalo in fran- 
chise history. Buffalo also sacked 
Jets rookie Zach Wilson nine 
times, the most by Buffalo since 
getting 10 in a 23-0 win over Wash- 
ington on Oct. 20, 2011. 

The outcome, however, wasn’t 
decided until the final quarter on 
an afternoon in which wind gusts 
of up to 30 mph played havoc with 





Jets rookie quarterback Zach Wilson was sacked nine times by the Bills on Sunday. JOSHUA BESSEX/AP 


the passing and kicking games. 
Ina game the Bills never trailed, 

Singletary broke things open by 

scoring on a consecutive drives 


4:28 apart. 


Singletary put the Bills up 20-10 


WASHINGTON 22, GIANTS 7 


Washington beats Giants 
on Gibson TD run, 
McCain’s 2 interceptions 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— After a final month marred by 
COVID-19 issues, a fight on the 
field, a tragic automobile acci- 
dent involving a passenger in a 
car driven by a fellow player and 
a losing streak, Washington had 
something to feel good about 
after its last game. 

Antonio Gibson ran for a 
career-high 146 yards, scored 
a touchdown and capped his 
first 1,000-yard rushing season 
by leading Washington to a 22-7 
victory over New York on Sunday 
in what might have been Dave 
Gettleman’s final game as the 
Giants’ general manager. 

Jake Fromm’s 22-yard touch- 
down pass to Darius Slayton in 
the fourth quarter was the only 
highlight for the Giants (4-13), 
who finished a miserable second 
season under coach Joe Judge 
with a six-game losing streak. 

Gettleman’s four-year tenure 
as GM is likely over after a 
fourth-straight double-digit 
losing season. This one was 
marked by injuries, including 
one that sidelined quarterback 
Daniel Jones the last six weeks. 

Neither Gettleman nor the 
team’s ownership spoke after 
the game. 

Judge’s status depends on 
what co-owners John Mara and 
Steve Tisch want. He has a group 
that plays hard, but just doesn’t 
have enough talent — particu- 
larly on the offensive line. 

Judge plans to meet with them 
this week. He refused to specu- 
late on his future. He declined to 
discuss a hypothetical on work- 
ing with a new general manager. 
He was blunt about the season, 
which came after the team went 
6-10 in his first year and missed 
the playoffs by a game. 

“Ultimately, it wasn’t good 
enough,” Judge said. “And my 
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focus right now is already on 
next season immediately and 
changing everything. We have 
to make every necessary adjust- 
ment.” 

Coach Ron Rivera’s major 
regret after Washington (7-10) 
ended a season that saw his team 
go from a division champion to 
an also-ran was the late four- 
game losing streak. His team was 
in position to make a playoff run 
if it could string together some 
wins. 

“If we had, we could be wait- 
ing to see what happens later on 
today,’ Rivera said. “And that’s 
unfortunate. The best thing 
about it was the way guys rallied 
around each other, came out and 
played for one another and really 
set the tempo and the tone going 
into the offseason and into next 
season.” 

Bobby McCain returned the 
first of his two interceptions 30 
yards for a touchdown, and Joey 
Slye kicked three field goals for 
Washington. 

Gibson carried the load with 
his cutback runs on stretch plays. 
He finished the season with 
1,037 yards, highlighted by a 
game-clinching 18-yard TD after 
New York got within 12-7 in the 
fourth quarter on Fromm’s first 
NFL touchdown pass. 

“I’m putting it out there on 
the field,’ Gibson said. “I feel 
like with what I’m doing, I can 
be in this league for a long time 
as I want to be one of the greats. 
I’ve got a long road ahead of me. 
I’ve just got to keep pounding.” 

Slye’s field goals of 23 and 43 
yards gave Washington a 6-0 
halftime lead and McCain’s 
interception return made it 12-0 
in the third quarter. Washington 
failed on a 2-point try. 

Fromm’s first NFL TD pass got 
New York within five points early 
in the fourth quarter, but Wash- 
ington came right back behind its 
running game (226 yards). 





Washington running back Antonio Gibson, who rushed for a career-high 
146 yards, scores a fourth-quarter touchdown against the Giants on 
Sunday in East Rutherford, N.J. FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP 


by scoring on a 1-yard run to cap 
a seven-play 51-yard drive with 
8:21 remaining. He followed that 
by catching a 5-yard TD pass from 
Josh Allen. 

It was Singletary’s second 


PATRIOTS 


consecutive two-touchdown 
outing, which gives him six TDs in 
his past four games. 

The Bills clinched their first 
division title at home since 1995. 
Security officials guarded against 


fans rushing the field by disman- 
tling the goalposts in the west end, 
while also guarding the goalposts 
on the other side of the field. 

Allen was 24 of 45 for 239 yards 
and two touchdowns, including a 
10-yard touchdown pass to Stefon 
Diggs on Buffalo’s game-opening 
drive. 

The Jets (4-13), under first- 
time head coach Robert Saleh, 
completed their sixth consecutive 
losing season — and fifth with five 
or fewer wins in extending their 
playoff drought to a franchise 
record-matching 11th consecutive 
year. It’s also the longest active 
streak in the NFL. 

Credit the Jets for not running 
for the bus in having long ago been 
eliminated from playoff conten- 
tion. While their offense sputtered, 
the Jets defense held Buffalo to 13 
points and forced five three-and- 
outs through three quarters. 

The Jets’ offense was also 
depleted by injuries in missing 
receivers Elijah Moore (quadri- 
ceps), Corey Davis (core muscle) 
and Braxton Berrios (quadriceps), 
and then lost Jamison Crowder in 
the second quarter to a calf injury. 

Wilson finished 7 of 20 for 87 
yards, with a 40-yard touchdown 
pass to Keelan Cole, which cut the 
score to 10-7 with 3:51 left in the 
second quarter. The No. 2 draft 
pick finished the season not throw- 
ing an interception over his final 
five games. 


Pats, doomed by another slow 
start, look ahead to playoffs 


By Tim Reynolds 


Associated Press 


MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. — 
Matthew Slater quickly sounded 
the alarm. 

The consistent thread in the final 
three New England losses of the 
regular season — all of which came 
in the Patriots’ final four games — 
was slow starts, and another one 
doomed them Sunday in a 33-24 
defeat at Miami. 

So, a few minutes after the 
Dolphins game was over, the 
veteran receiver and locker room 
leader made it clear: The slow starts 
have to end, or the season proba- 
bly will end much sooner than the 
Patriots would like. 

“Whether it’s energy, focus, 
execution, you name it, we’re not 
doing anything well enough early in 
the games to give ourselves a chance 
to get in a rhythm and remain 
competitive early on,” Slater said. 
“And obviously, it’s tough playing 
from behind — and now the next 
team we play will be the best team 
we've seen all year. So, if we play 
like that, it’ll be really challenging 
for us.” 

He said that without even know- 
ing if the Patriots were heading to 
Buffalo or Cincinnati for a wild-card 
game next weekend, because it was 
irrelevant. A slow start in the regu- 
lar season, that’s bad. A slow start 
in the playoffs makes it that much 
tougher to win and advance. 

His teammates were likely listen- 
ing. 

“It’s a new season,’ tight end 
Hunter Henry said. “It really is. 
Everything is on the line now.” 

Added rookie quarterback Mac 
Jones: “We have to play better.” 

A 14-0 deficit midway through 
the first quarter on Sunday set the 
tone, even though New England 


Patriots 


from Page 1 


finished with a winning record for 
the second consecutive season and 
once again didn’t have a playoff 
berth to show for it. 

The Patriots have played in 
wild-card games before under 
Belichick — but have never been to 
the playoffs in the Belichick era as 
a wild card. All 17 of the previous 
playoff appearances in his years 
there have come after a division 
title. 

Until now. 

That streak didn’t end easily, 
though. 

New England needed only eight 
minutes to cut a 27-10 fourth-quar- 
ter deficit to 27-24. Mac Jones 
connected with Bolden for an 
18-yard score on a screen to get 
New England within 10. Damien 
Harris rumbled in from a yard out 
a few minutes later, and just like 
that the Patriots were within three. 

“T think it says a lot about our 
character,” Patriots receiver 
Matthew Slater said. “We’re not 
going to quit, but you know as well 
as I do, at this time of year, going 
out there and competing to the end 





Dolphins wide receiver Jaylen Waddle catches a touchdown pass against 
the Patriots in the first half Sunday at Hard Rock Stadium. JOHN MCCALL/ 
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rallied in the final minutes to get 
within three — before giving up 
a touchdown to Miami’s defense 
on the final play of the Dolphins’ 
season. It was reminiscent in some 
ways of falling behind 20-7 to 
Buffalo and 20-0 to Indianapolis, 
both in December, both becoming 
losses after futile comeback tries. 

“Wasn’t good enough today,” 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick said. 
“Leave it at that.” 

The Patriots’ troubles were not 
limited to the slow start. 

They could have gotten the ball 
back at the end of the third quar- 
ter after forcing Miami to punt on 
fourth-and-1 from the Dolphins 33. 


doesn’t mean anything if you don’t 
have more points than the other 
team.” 

Miami took over with 2:53 
remaining, on its 25, with no 
timeouts and Tagovailoa having 
thrown for the grand total of 2 
yards in the second half. 

He wound up sealing matters 
with his feet. Facing third-and-8 
from his 42 with just inside of two 
minutes to go and New England 
poised to get the ball back, Tagov- 
ailoa scrambled for 11 yards. 

First down. 

“He got to show off his speed a 
little bit,’ Waddle said. 

And soon, game over. 

“We just beat a tough team,” 
said Tagovailoa, who passed for 
109 yards. “All week, that’s what 
we've been harping on. We wanted 
to end this season with a bang, and 
that’s what we went out there and 
did.” 

Jones completed 20 of 30 passes 
for 261 yards for New England. 
The Patriots got the ball back 
with 3 seconds left, needing 98 
yards for a score, and Miami’s 
Sam Eguaoven was credited with 
recovering a fumble that became 
a game-ending touchdown after a 
lateral went awry. 


Down 24-10, it was not the time for 
New England to make a mistake. 

And that’s exactly what was 
made. 

Defensive end Lawrence Guy was 
flagged for illegal formation, the 5 
yards being 4 more than Miami 
needed for a drive-extending 
first down. The Dolphins’ offense 
remained on the field and more time 
ticked, ticked, ticked away for the 
Patriots and their comeback hopes. 

The penalty proved costly. Jason 
Sanders kicked a 49-yard field goal 
with 10:55 left, giving the Dolphins 
a 27-10 lead — a three-possession 
margin that cost the Patriots four 
valuable minutes as well. 


“Just proud of this team,” 
Dolphins coach Brian Flores said. 
“I’m proud of their fight, their 
resiliency, their ability to deal and 
battle adversity. We’ve had ups 
and downs. It’s a year Ill certainly 
remember. But yes, very proud of 
this team.” 

It was 14-0 Miami in a flash. 
Waddle entered Sunday three 
catches from breaking Anquan 
Boldin’s NFL rookie record of 
101 grabs set in 2003 — and the 
Dolphins got him that in their first 
four plays. He capped the drive 
with his sixth touchdown of the 
year, catching a 7-yard pass from 
Tagovailoa to opening the scoring. 


Injury report 

Patriots: OL Isaiah Wynn 
injured an ankle in the second 
quarter. He walked up the tunnel 
leading to the locker room without 
much difficulty. ... RB Rhamondre 
Stevenson (head) and DB Sean 
Davis (shoulder) also had first-half 
injuries. DL Christian Barmore 
was hurt on the Tagovailoa scram- 
ble with 1:48 remaining. 

Dolphins: S Eric Rowe limped 
off in the third quarter with a back 
injury and didn’t return. 


NFL 


AFC 


East W L 
x-Buffalo 11 6 
x-New England 10 7 
e-Miami 9 8 
e-N.Y. Jets 4 13 
South WwW L 
*-Tennessee 12 
e-Indianapolis 9 8 
e-Houston 4 13 
e-Jacksonville 3 14 
North Ww L 
y-Cincinnati 10 7 
Pittsburgh 7 
e-Baltimore 9 
e-Cleveland 9 
West W L 
y-Kansas City 12 5 
L.A. Chargers 7 
Las Vegas 7 
e-Denver 7 10 
ROUNDUP 


Titans top 


Associated Press 


The Titans clinched the 
top seed in the AFC for the 
first time in 14 years, beat- 
ing the Texans 28-25 on 
Sunday in Houston behind 
quarterback Ryan Tanne- 
hill’s career-high-tying four 
touchdown passes. 

The 12-5 Titans, who 
secured their second 
straight AFC South title last 
week, have the No. 1 seed in 
the AFC for the third time 
since leaving Houston in 
1997 and first since 2008. 

Tannehill threw three TD 
passes in the second quarter 
to put the Titans up 21-0 at 
halftime. 

But the Texans (4-13) 
came alive in the second half 
and twice cut the lead to 3 in 
the fourth quarter. 


Steelers 16, Ravens 13: Chris 
Boswell made a 36-yard FG 
with 1:56 remaining in OT 
to win the game for the 
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Pct PF PA Home 
.647 483 289 6-3-0 
588 462 303 4-5-0 
529 341 373 6-3-0 
239 310 504 3-6-0 

Pct PF PA Home 
./06 419 354 =7-2-0 
529 451 365 4-5-0 
235 280 452 2-7-0 
.176 253 457 3-6-0 

Pct PF PA Home 
588 460 376 5-4-0 
559 343 398 6-2-1 
471 387 392 5-4-0 
471 349 371 ~=6-3-0 

Pct PF PA Home 
./06 480 364 =7-2-0 
563 442 424 5-4-0 
563 339 407 4-4-0 
412 335 322 4-5-0 


Away AFC NFC Div 
5-3-0 7-5-0 4-1-0 5-1-0 
6-2-0 8-4-0 2-3-0 3-3-0 
3-5-0 6-6-0 3-2-0 4-2-0 
1-7-0 4-8-0 0-5-0 0-6-0 

Away AFC NFC Div 
5-3-0 8-4-0 4-1-0 5-1-0 
5-3-0 7-5-0 2-3-0 3-3-0 
2-6-0 4-8-0 0-5-0 3-3-0 
0-8-0 3-9-0 0-5-0 1-5-0 

Away AFC NFC Div 
5-3-0 8-4-0 2-3-0 4-2-0 
3-5-0 7-5-0 2-2-1 4-2-0 
3-5-0 5-7-0 3-2-0 1-5-0 
2-6-0 5-7-0 3-2-0 3-3-0 

Away = AFC NFC Div 
5-3-0 7-5-0 5-0-0 5-1-0 
4-3-0 6-5-0 3-2-0 3-2-0 
5-3-0 7-4-0 2-3-0 2-3-0 
3-5-0 3-9-0 4-1-0 1-5-0 


visiting Steelers, who were 
positioned to make the 
playoffs as long as the Char- 
gers-Raiders game Sunday 
night didn’t end in atie. That 
game ended too late for this 
edition. 

Bills 27, Jets 10: The host 
Bills clinched their second 
consecutive AFC East title 
after RB Devin Singletary 
scored twice in the final 8:21. 
Jaguars 26, Colts 11: 
The Colts botched a 
chance to secure an 
AFC wild-card spot by 
suffering their seventh 
consecutive road loss to 
the Jaguars. And they were 
eliminated from postseason 
contention when the Steel- 
ers won their game. Rushing 
champ Jonathan Taylor was 
held to 77 yards and Carson 
Wentz turned the ball over 
twice — leading to 10 points. 
Buccaneers 41, Panthers 17: 
Tom Brady topped 5,000 
yards passing for the second 
time in his career, tossed 


seed 


in AFC 
three TDs and the host Bucs 
set a franchise record for 
regular-season victories (13) 
and secured the No. 2 seed in 
the NFC playofts. 

49ers 27, Rams 24: Robbie 
Gould’s 24-yard FG with 
2:45 left in OT and Ambry 
Thomas’ game-ending INT 
lifted the visiting 49ers over 
the NFC West champion 
Rams and into the playofts. 
Seahawks 38, Cardinals 30: 
The Seahawks spoiled a shot 
at the NFC West title for the 
host Cardinals. 

Saints 30, Falcons 20: The 
visiting Saints topped the 
Falcons but just missed 
making the playoffs after the 
49ers’ win over the Rams. 
Lions 37, Packers 30: Aaron 
Rodgers tossed two TD 
passes and then sat out the 
second half with nothing 
at stake for the Packers as 
the Lions earned the win 
at home. The Packers had 
already clinched the top 
seed in the NFC. 


NFC 


L 
y-Dallas 12 
Philadelphia 9 8 
e-Washington 7 10 
e-N.Y. Giants 4 13 
South WwW 
y-Tampa Bay 13 4 
New Orleans 9 
e-Atlanta 7 10 
e-Carolina 5 1 
North WwW L 
*-Green Bay 13 4 
e-Minnesota 8 9 
e-Chicago 6 11 
e-Detroit 3 3 
West W L 
x-L.A. Rams 12 5 
x-Arizona 11 6 
San Francisco 10 7 
e-Seattle 7 10 
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T Pct PF PA Home 
0 .706 530 358 5-3-0 
0 529 444 385 3-5-0 
0 412 335 434 3-5-0 
0 3239 258 416 3-5-0 

T Pct PF PA Home 
0 165 511 353s 7-1-0 
0 529 364 335 3-5-0 
0 412 313 459 2-6-0 
0 .294 304 404 2-6-0 

T Pct PF PA Home 
0 ./65 450 371 8-0-0 
0 471 425 426 5-3-0 
0 353 311 407 3-5-0 
1 .206 325 467 3-5-0 

T Pct PF PA Home 
0 ./06 460 372 5-3-0 
0 .647 449 366 3-5-0 
0 588 427 365 4-4-0 
0 412 395 366 3-5-0 


Away AFC NFC Div 
7-2-0 2-3-0 10-2-0 6-0-0 
6-3-0 2-3-0 7-5-0 3-3-0 
4-5-0 1-4-0 6-6-0 2-4-0 
1-8-0 1-4-0 3-9-0 1-5-0 

Away AFC NFC Div 
6-3-0 5-0-0 8-4-0 4-2-0 
6-3-0 2-3-0 7-5-0 4-2-0 
5-4-0 3-2-0 4-8-0 2-4-0 
3-6-0 2-3-0 3-9-0 2-4-0 

Away AFC NFC Div 
5-4-0 4-1-0 9-3-0 4-2-0 
3-6-0 2-3-0 6-6-0 4-2-0 
3-6-0 2-3-0 4-8-0 2-4-0 
0-8-1 0-4-1 3-9-0 2-4-0 

Away AFC NFC Div 
7-2-0 4-1-0 8-4-0 3-3-0 
8-1-0 4-1-0 7-5-0 4-2-0 
6-3-0 3-2-0 7-5-0 2-4-0 
4-5-0 3-2-0 4-8-0 3-3-0 


e-Eliminated from playoffsx-clinched playoff spoty-clinched division*-clinched home-field advantage 





Jeffery Simmons celebrates a sack during the Titans’ 28-25 
victory over the Texans on Sunday. ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH/AP 


Browns 21, Bengals 16: 
QB Case Keenum earned 
his second victory, fill- 
ing in for Baker Mayfield 
as the Browns ended 
their dismal season 
with a victory over the 
AFC Northchamps, who left 
QB Joe Burrow at home and 
played their backups. 
Vikings 31, Bears 17: Kirk 
Cousins passed for 172 yards 
and three TDs in the second 
half to lead the host Vikings 
to the win. 


Washington 22, Giants 7: 
Antonio Gibson ran for a 
career-high 146 yards, with 
a TD, and capped his first 
1,000-yard rushing season 
by lifting WFT on the road. 
Dolphins 33, Patriots 24: 
Jaylen Waddle had a TD 
grab and set the NFL record 
for receptions in a rookie 
year with 104, Duke John- 
son rushed for 117 yards and 
the host Dolphins finished 
their season by beating the 
playoff-bound Pats. 





SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Cleveland 21, Cincinnati 16 
Detroit 37, Green Bay 30 
Jacksonville 26, Indianapolis 11 
Minnesota 31, Chicago 17 
Pittsburgh 16, Baltimore 13 (OT) 
Tennessee 28, Houston 25 
Washington 22, N.Y. Giants 7 
Buffalo 27, N.Y. Jets 10 

Miami 33, New England 24 

New Orleans 30, Atlanta 20 

San Francisco 27, L.A. Rams 24 (OT) 
Seattle 38, Arizona 30 

Tampa Bay 41, Carolina 17 

L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, late 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Kansas City 28, Denver 24 
Dallas 51, Philadelphia 26 


PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 


SATURDAY, JAN 15 
AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 4:35pm 
AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 8:15pm 





SUNDAY, JAN 16 

AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 1:05pm 
AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 4:40pm 
AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 8:15pm 


MONDAY, JAN 17 
AFC/NFC Wild-Card Round, 8:15pm 


SATURDAY, JAN 22 
AFC Divisional Round, TBA 
NFC Divisional Round, TBA 


SUNDAY, JAN 23 
AFC Divisional Round, TBA 
NFC Divisional Round, TBA 


SUNDAY, JAN 30 
AFC Championship Game, 3:05pm 
NFC Championship Game, 6:40pm 


SUNDAY, FEB 13 
Super Bowl LVI, SoFi Stadium 
Inglewood, Calif., 6:30pm 


TAMPA BAY 41, CAROLINA 17 


Carolina 7 0 3 7 =— 17 
Tampa Bay 010 7 24 — 41 
First Quarter 


Car: Hubbard 2pass from Darnold 
(Hajrullahu kick), 7:22. 

Second Quarter 

TB: FG Succop 39, 11:09. 

TB: Bell 1pass from Brady (Succop 
kick), :15. 

Third Quarter 

TB: Vaughn 2run (Succop kick), 11:57. 
Car: FG Hajrullahu 35, 4:44. 

Fourth Quarter 

TB: Evans 3pass from Brady (Succop 
kick), 14:56. 

Car: Anderson 19pass from Darnold 
(Hajrullahu kick), 10:34. 

TB: Evans 20pass from Brady (Succop 
kick), 7:34. 

TB: FG Succop 40, 5:04. 

TB: S.Miller 33run (Succop kick), 4:07. 


TEAM STATS CAR TB 
First downs 18 Z1 
Total net yards 317 409 
Rushes-yards 26-110 20-85 
Passing 207 324 
Punt returns 0-0 1-4 
Kickoff returns 4-116 3-75 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-17 
Comp-att-int 29-43-1 29-39-0 
Sacked-yards lost 2-12 1-2 
Punts 2-42.5 3-44.333 
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 1-10 2-10 
Time of possession 35:05 24:55 


RUSHING: Carolina, Hubbard 9-48, 
Abdullah 7-26, Darnold 8-19, DJ.Moore 
1-13, Tremble 1-4. Tampa Bay, Miller 
2-43, Vaughn 10-29, Bell 3-14, Barner 
4-0, Gabbert 1-(minus 1). 

PASSING: Carolina, Darnold 29-42-1- 
219, Zylstra 0-1-0-0. Tampa Bay, Brady 
29-37-0-326, Gabbert 0-2-0-0. 
RECEIVING: Carolina, Abdullah 9-56, 
DJ.Moore 7-87, Anderson 7-50, Saunders 
2-11, Hubbard 2-8, Tremble 2-7. Tampa 
Bay, Gronkowski 7-137, Evans 6-89, 
Perriman 5-44, Johnson 5-22, Brate 2-12, 
Vaughn 2-12, Miller 1-9, Bell 1-1. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS: TB, Succop 46. 


WASHINGTON 22, N.Y. GIANTS 7 


Washington 3 3 6410 -— 22 
N.Y. Giants 0007+ 7 
First Quarter 

Was: FG Slye 23, 9:03. 

Second Quarter 

Was: FG Slye 43, :00. 

Third Quarter 


Was: McCain 30interception return 
(pass failed), 3:41. 

Fourth Quarter 

NYG: Slayton 22pass from Fromm 
(Gano kick), 11:24. 

Was: Gibson 18run (Slye kick), 6:28. 
Was: FG Slye 23, 4:40. 


A: 69,923. 

TEAM STATS WAS NYG 
First downs 16 10 
Total net yards 325 177 
Rushes-yards 37-226 25-94 


Passing 99 83 


Punt returns 4-23 1-16 
Kickoff returns 2-33 4-94 
Interceptions ret. 2-39 0-0 
Comp-att-int 9-18-0 15-31-2 
Sacked-yards lost 3-21 3-20 
Punts 6-40.833 6-51.0 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 1-1 
Penalties-yards 3-29 3-21 
Time of possession 32:17 = 27:43 


RUSHING: Washington, Gibson 21-146, 
Williams 7-45, Patterson 6-21, Carter 
1-11, Heinicke 2-3. N.Y. Giants, Fromm 
5-53, Barkley 11-30, Booker 8-14, Bach- 
man 1-(minus 3). 

PASSING: Washington, Heinicke 9-18-0- 
120. N.Y. Giants, Fromm 15-31-2-103. 
RECEIVING: Washington, McLaurin 4-93, 
Patterson 2-14, Bates 1-5, Gibson 1-5, 
Humphries 1-3. N.Y. Giants, Rudolph 
4-17, Golladay 3-22, Barkley 3-19, Slay- 
ton 2-29, Booker 2-12, Engram 1-4. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: Was, 
Holcomb 6-5-0, Payne 5-1-0, Davis 
3-5-0. N.Y. Giants, Carter 6-4-1, X.McK- 
inney 6-2-0, Ryan 5-2-10, L.Williams 
1-4-1. 

INTERCEPTIONS: Washington, McCain 
2-39. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS: None. 


MINNESOTA 31, CHICAGO 17 


Chicago 3 11 3 0 - 17 
Minnesota 0 3 7 21 — 31 
First Quarter 

Chi: FG Santos 43, 12:09. 

Second Quarter 


Chi: FG Santos 46, 4:55. 

Chi: Williams 23pass from Dalton 
(A.Robinson pass from Dalton), :31. 
Min: FG G.Joseph 39, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Min: Smith-Marsette 44pass from 
Cousins (G.Joseph kick), 12:24. 

Chi: FG Santos 42, 1:37. 

Fourth Quarter 

Min: Jefferson 45pass from Cousins 
(G.Joseph kick), 13:35. 

Min: Osborn 21pass from Cousins 
(G.Joseph kick), 8:04. 

Min: Peterson 66interception return 
(G.Joseph kick), 4:54. 


A: 66,625. 

TEAM STATS CHI MIN 
First downs 24 11 
Total net yards 356 331 
Rushes-yards 25-90 22-104 
Passing 266 227 
Punt returns 4-47 0-0 
Kickoff returns 1-36 2-38 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 2-68 
Comp-att-int 33-48-2 14-22-0 
Sacked-yards lost 7-59 3-23 
Punts 1-43.0 6-45.333 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-0 
Penalties-yards 2-10 4-47 
Time of possession 36:47. = 23:13 


RUSHING: Chicago, Montgomery 20-72, 
Herbert 4-11, Dalton 1-7. Minnesota, 
Cook 14-79, Mattison 5-18, Jefferson 
1-4, Nwangwu 1-4, Cousins 1-(minus 1). 
PASSING: Chicago, Dalton 33-48-2-325. 
Minnesota, Cousins 14-22-0-250. 
RECEIVING: Chicago, Mooney 12-126, 
Byrd 5-47, Kmet 4-48, Williams 3-33, 
Robinson 2-22, J.Graham 2-16, Goodwin 
2-13, Montgomery 2-7, Newsome 1-13. 
Minnesota, Jefferson 5-107, Smith-Mar- 
sette 3-103, Conklin 2-6, Osborn 1-21, 
Ham 1-7, Cook 1-3, Mattison 1-3. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Minnesota, Peterson 
1-66, B.Lynch 1-2. 


NEW ORLEANS 30, ATLANTA 20 


New Orleans 7 17 0 6 — 30 
Atlanta 3 3 7 7 — 20 
First Quarter 

NO: Trautman 18pass from Hill (Maher 
kick), 8:29. 

Atl: FG Koo 48, 3:15. 

Second Quarter 


Atl: FG Koo 54, 10:31. 

NO: T.Smith 13pass from Siemian 
(Maher kick), 5:47. 

NO: FG Maher 37, 1:03. 

NO: Johnson 5pass from Siemian 
(Maher kick), :02. 

Third Quarter 

Atl: Ollison 19run (Koo kick), 2:49. 
Fourth Quarter 

NO: FG Maher 27, 10:55. 

NO: FG Maher 33, 7:36. 

Atl: Gage 1pass from Ryan (Koo kick), 
1, 


TEAM STATS NO ATL 
First downs 22 13 
Total net yards 369 257 
Rushes-yards 46-195 12-62 
Passing 174 195 
Punt returns 0-0 1-12 
Kickoff returns 3-41 4-93 
Interceptions ret. 1-17 0-0 
Comp-att-int 16-24-0 20-33-1 
Sacked-yards lost 1-4 3-21 
Punts 2-50.0 2-46.5 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 3-2 
Penalties-yards 4-40 4-36 
Time of possession 39:17. = 20:43 


RUSHING: New Orleans, Kamara 
30-146, Jones 7-22, Hill 5-18, Harris 

1-9, Prentice 1-1, Siemian 2-(minus 1). 
Atlanta, Davis 6-30, Ollison 1-19, Patter- 
son 4-11, Ryan 1-2. 

PASSING: NO, Hill 7-9-0-107, Siemian 
9-15-0-71. Atl, Ryan 20-33-1-216. 
RECEIVING: New Orleans, Smith 5-76, 
Harris 3-24, Kamara 2-16, Humphrey 
1-26, Trautman 1-18, Vannett 1-10, 
Johnson 1-5, Prentice 1-2, Montgomery 
1-1. Atlanta, Gage 9-126, Zaccheaus 
3-47, Davis 3-(minus 2), K.Pitts 2-8, 
Hurst 1-33, K.Smith 1-3, Patterson 1-1. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS: New Orleans, 
Maher 34. 


MIAMI 33, NEW ENGLAND 24 
NewEngland 0 7 3 14 — 24 
Miami 143 7 9 = 33 
First Quarter 

Mia: Waddle 7pass from Tagovailoa 
(Sanders kick), 7:34. 

Mia: Howard 37interception return 
(Sanders kick), 6:07. 

Second Quarter 

Mia: FG Sanders 30, 11:09. 

NE: Bolden 15run (Folk kick), 7:36. 
Third Quarter 

NE: FG Folk 43, 8:27. 

Mia: D.Johnson 1run (Sanders kick), 
4:31. 

Fourth Quarter 

Mia: FG Sanders 49, 10:55. 

NE: Bolden 18pass from M.Jones (Folk 
kick), 6:32. 

NE: Harris 1run (Folk kick), 2:53. 

Mia: Eguavoen Ofumble return, :00. 


TEAM STATS NE MIA 
First downs 21 23 
Total net yards 379 298 
Rushes-yards 27-134 43-195 
Passing 245 103 
Punt returns 2-20 0-0 
Kickoff returns 1-24 2-38 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-37 
Comp-att-int 20-30-1 15-22-0 
Sacked-yards lost 2-16 1-6 
Punts 3-46.0 4-52.25 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 0-0 
Penalties-yards 8-78 5-33 
Time of possession 26:24 33:36 


RUSHING: New England, Bolden 7-46, 
Harris 11-37, Stevenson 4-34, Bourne 
1-8, Smith 1-5, M.Jones 3-4. Miami, 
D.Johnson 25-117, Lindsay 11-40, Tagov- 
ailoa 5-38, Palardy 1-1, Gaskin 1-(-1). 
PASSING: New England, M.Jones 20-30- 
1-261. Miami, Tagovailoa 15-22-0-109. 
RECEIVING: New England, Henry 5-86, 
Meyers 4-70, Harris 4-36, Bourne 3-24, 
Bolden 2-20, Agholor 1-23, Stevenson 
1-2. Miami, Waddle 5-27, Gaskin 3-11, 
Smythe 2-32, Gesicki 2-22, Parker 2-12, 
D.Johnson 1-5. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: NE, Bentley 
9-8-0, Van Noy 3-3-1. Miami, Wilkins 
6-1-1, Van Ginkel 5-1-1. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Miami, Howard 1-37. 


JACKSONVILLE 26, 

INDIANAPOLIS 11 

Indianapolis 0 3 0 8 = 11 
Jacksonville 7 610 3 — 26 
First Quarter 

Jac: Treadwell 2pass from Lawrence 
(Wright kick), 7:48. 

Second Quarter 

Ind: FG Badgley 41, 9:08. 

Jac: FG Wright 22, 3:06. 

Jac: FG Wright 20, :00. 

Third Quarter 

Jac: FG Wright 39, 11:32. 

Jac: M.Jones 3pass from Lawrence 
(Wright kick), 3:08. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac: FG Wright 31, 8:15. 

Ind: Pittman 12pass from Wentz (Pitt- 
man pass from Wentz), 4:26. 


TEAM STATS IND JAC 
First downs 13 19 
Total net yards 233 318 
Rushes-yards 18-94 31-101 
Passing 139 217 
Punt returns 1-7 0-0 
Kickoff returns 3-101 0-0 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-0 
Comp-att-int 17-29-1 23-32-0 
Sacked-yards lost 6-46 1-6 
Punts 2-39.0 3-50.667 
Fumbles-lost 3-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 4-52 6-49 
Time of possession 26:41 33:19 


RUSHING: Indianapolis, Taylor 15-77, 
Wentz 3-17. Jacksonville, Armstead 
9-52, Ogunbowale 11-30, Lawrence 
10-17, Sargent 1-2. 

PASSING: Ind, Wentz 17-29-1-185. Jax, 
Lawrence 23-32-0-223. 

RECEIVING: Indianapolis, Pittman 
6-64, Taylor 3-18, Hilton 2-39, Alie-Cox 
2-27, Hines 2-19, Doyle 1-11, Pascal 1-7. 
Jacksonville, M.Jones 7-88, Shenault 
5-62, Ogunbowale 3-25, Treadwell 3-24, 
Hollister 3-14, Armstead 2-10. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: Ind, 
K.Moore 8-2-0, Muhammad 2-2-1. Jax, 
Campbell 6-2-0, Gotsis 4-0-1, J.Allen 
3-1-2, Wilson 2-3-1, Brown 1-1-1. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jax, WilSon 1-1. 


BUFFALO 27, N.Y. JETS 10 

N.Y. Jets 0 7 3 0 — 10 
Buffalo 10 3 O 14 — 27 
First Quarter 

Buf: Diggs 10pass from Allen (Bass 
kick), 10:51. 

Buf: FG Bass 41, 2:31. 

Second Quarter 

NYJ: Cole 40pass from Wilson (Pineiro 
kick), 3:51. 

Buf: FG Bass 21, :00. 

Third Quarter 

NYJ: FG Pineiro 49, 3:55. 

Fourth Quarter 

Buf: Singletary 1run (Bass kick), 8:21. 
Buf: Singletary 5pass from Allen (Bass 
kick), 3:53. 


TEAM STATS NYJ BUF 
First downs 4 25 
Total net yards 53 424 
Rushes-yards 17-48 33-170 
Passing 5 254 
Punt returns 2-5 5-28 
Kickoff returns 1-7 0-0 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 0-0 
Comp-att-int 7-20-0 25-46-0 
Sacked-yards lost 9-82 0-0 
Punts 11-45.182 7-33.857 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 3-0 
Penalties-yards 4-27 4-40 
Time of possession 23:00 37:00 


RUSHING: NY. Jets, Wilson 2-24, Carter 
9-19, Coleman 5-6, Johnson 1-(-1). 
Buffalo, Singletary 19-88, Allen 5-63, 
McKenzie 1-10, Moss 5-8, Trubisky 3-(-3). 
PASSING: NY. Jets, Wilson 7-20-0-87. 
Buffalo, Allen 24-45-0-239, Trubisky 
1-1-0-15. 

RECEIVING: N.Y. Jets, Cole 3-54, Crowder 
1-16, Black 1-10, Kroft 1-5, J.Smith 1-2. 
Buffalo, Diggs 9-81, Beasley 4-31, Knox 
3-49, Davis 3-39, Singletary 2-24, Moss 
2-6, Kumerow 1-15, McKenzie 1-9. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: NY. Jets, 
Mosley 12-1-0, Pinnock 4-2-0. Buffalo, 
Rousseau 5-0-0, Poyer 3-1-2, Milano 
3-0-1, Oliver 2-2-1.5, Epenesa 1-0-1. 


DETROIT 37, GREEN BAY 30 

Green Bay 7 6 3 14 — 30 
Detroit 7 10 7 13 — 37 
First Quarter 


GB: Lazard 1pass from Aa.Rodgers 
(Crosby kick), 7:42. 

Det: Raymond 75pass from Kennedy 
(Patterson kick), 1:29. 

Second Quarter 

Det: A.St. Brown 2pass from Goff 
(Patterson kick), 7:00. 

GB: Lazard 29pass from Aa.Rodgers 
(kick failed), 2:34. 

Det: FG Patterson 34, :02. 

Third Quarter 

Det: Wright 36pass from Goff (Patter- 
son kick), 12:50. 

GB: FG Crosby 36, 7:38. 

Fourth Quarter 

GB: P.Taylor 1run (pass failed), 14:12. 
Det: FG Patterson 36, 6:39. 

GB: Deguara 62pass from Love (Love 
run), 4:49. 

Det: Swift 14run (Patterson kick), 1:54. 
Det: FG Patterson 27, :48. 


TEAM STATS GB DET 
First downs 22 19 
Total net yards 378 404 
Rushes-yards 27-122 26-99 
Passing 256 305 
Punt returns 1-23 0-0 
Kickoff returns 2-48 1-25 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 2-26 
Comp-att-int 24-35-2 22-32-0 
Sacked-yards lost 4-16 1-8 
Punts 1-35.0 2-48.5 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 0-0 2-15 
Time of possession 33:47 26:22 


RUSHING: Green Bay, Dillon 14-63, 
P.Taylor 11-53, Aa.Rodgers 1-7, Love 
1-(minus 1). Detroit, J.Williams 13-43, 
Swift 7-30, Raymond 1-13, St. Brown 
1-12, C.Reynolds 3-2, Boyle 1-(minus 1). 
PASSING: Green Bay, Aa.Rodgers 14-18-0- 
138, Love 10-17-2-134. Detroit, Goff 21-30- 
0-238, Kennedy 1-1-0-75, Fox 0-1-0-0. 
RECEIVING: Green Bay, Adams 6-55, 
Lazard 5-75, Deguara 3-66, Winfree 
3-16, St. Brown 2-22, P.Taylor 2-3, 
Dafney 1-26, Am.Rodgers 1-5, Dillon 
1-4. Detroit, St. Brown 8-109, Raymond 
4-101, Swift 4-16, Wright 2-51, Kennedy 
2-16, J.Reynolds 1-11, J.Williams 1-9. 


TENNESSEE 28, HOUSTON 25 
Tennessee 021 07 -— 2 
Houston 0 010 15 — 25 
Second Quarter 

Ten: Firkser 5pass from Tannehill (Bull- 
ock kick), 7:40. 

Ten: A.Brown 14pass from Tannehill 
(Bullock kick), 1:34. 

Ten: Westbrook-Ikhine 4pass from 
Tannehill (Bullock kick), :11. 

Third Quarter 

Hou: C.Moore 28pass from Mills (Fair- 
bairn kick), 9:46. 

Hou: FG Fairbairn 31, 2:14. 

Fourth Quarter 

Hou: Amendola 7pass from Mills 
(Amendola pass from Mills), 11:40. 
Ten: Ju.Jones 3pass from Tannehill 
(Bullock kick), 7:00. 

Hou: Amendola 26pass from Mills (Fair- 
bairn kick), 4:04. 


TEAM STATS TEN HOU 
First downs 23 18 
Total net yards 402 353 
Rushes-yards 32-121 21-64 
Passing 281 289 
Punt returns 4-23 3-24 
Kickoff returns 3-58 3-58 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 0-0 
Comp-att-int 23-32-0 23-33-0 
Sacked-yards lost 1-6 2-12 
Punts 4-49.25 5-42.6 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 0-0 
Penalties-yards 5-42 4-65 
Time of possession 33:34 26:26 


RUSHING: Tennessee, Foreman 21-66, 
Hilliard 9-57, Tannehill 2-(minus 2). 
Houston, D.Johnson 5-28, Burkhead 
12-24, Mills 4-12. 

PASSING: Tennessee, Tannehill 23-32-0- 
287. Houston, Mills 23-33-0-301. 
RECEIVING: Tennessee, Ju.Jones 5-58, 
Westbrook-Ikhine 4-78, A.Brown 4-68, 
Firkser 4-56, Rogers 2-4, Foreman 1-15, 
Blasingame 1-5, Swaim 1-2, Hilliard 1-1. 
Houston, Amendola 7-113, N.Collins 
3-67, Burkhead 3-42, C.Moore 3-38, 
Cooks 3-26, D.Johnson 3-8, Auclair 1-7. 
MISSED FIELD GOALS: Ten, Bullock 42. 


SEATTLE 38, ARIZONA 30 

Seattle 7 10 7 14 — 38 
Arizona 7 3 14 6 — 30 
First Quarter 

Ari: Allen 16fumble return (Prater kick), 
14:48. 


Sea: Lockett 43pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 12:26. 

Second Quarter 

Ari: FG Prater 41, 11:44. 

Sea: Lockett 5pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 7:41. 

Sea: FG Myers 38, 1:21. 

Third Quarter 

Ari: Conner 20pass from K.Murray 
(Prater kick), 11:02. 

Ari: Conner 1run (Prater kick), 9:25. 
Sea: Swain 25pass from R.Wilson 
(Myers kick), 1:57. 

Fourth Quarter 

Sea: R.Wilson 4run (Myers kick), 13:15. 
Ari: FG Prater 30, 6:14. 

Sea: Penny 62run (Myers kick), 4:34. 
Ari: FG Prater 36, 1:13. 


TEAM STATS SEA ARI 
First downs 19 20 
Total net yards 431 295 
Rushes-yards 30-202 28-108 
Passing 229 187 
Punt returns 2-20 0-0 
Kickoff returns 0-0 2-20 
Interceptions ret. 0-0 1-33 
Comp-att-int 15-26-1 28-39-0 
Sacked-yards lost 1-9 5-53 
Punts 2-39.0 3-51.333 
Fumbles-lost 1-1 1-1 
Penalties-yards 4-30 6-46 
Time of possession 24:11 35:49 


RUSHING: Seattle, Penny 23-190, 
Wilson 4-5, Homer 1-4, Lockett 1-2, 
Dallas 1-1. Arizona, Conner 15-52, 
K.Murray 5-35, Benjamin 7-31, Lee 
1-(minus 10). 

PASSING: Seattle, Wilson 15-26-1-238. 
Arizona, K.Murray 28-39-0-240. 
RECEIVING: Seattle, Lockett 5-98, 
Metcalf 5-58, Parkinson 2-14, Swain 
1-25, Homer 1-23, Everett 1-20. Arizona, 
Ertz 7-84, Conner 6-41, Benjamin 4-25, 
Green 4-23, Kirk 2-43, Wesley 2-17, 
Dortch 2-5, Ward 1-2. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Arizona, J.Thomp- 
son 1-33. 


PITTSBURGH 16 

BALTIMORE 13, OT 

Pittsburgh 3 0 3 73— 16 
Baltimore 0 3 7 30-— 13 
First Quarter 

Pit: FG Boswell 28, 6:06. 

Second Quarter 

Bal: FG Tucker 24, :11. 

Third Quarter 

Bal: L.Murray 46run (Tucker kick), 
12:32. 

Pit: FG Boswell 40, 7:41. 

Fourth Quarter 

Pit: Claypool 6pass from Roethlis- 
berger (Boswell kick), 2:54. 

Bal: FG Tucker 46, 1:13. 

First Overtime 

Pit: FG Boswell 36, 1:56. 

TEAM STATS PIT BAL 
First downs 19 20 
Total net yards 314 381 
Rushes-yards 30-79 36-249 
Passing 235 132 
Punt returns 2-29 1-0 
Kickoff returns 3-66 5-113 
Interceptions ret. 2-0 1-0 
Comp-att-int 30-44-1 16-32-2 
Sacked-yards lost 1-9 3-9 
Punts 8-37.25 7-38.286 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-1 
Penalties-yards 6-43 1-5 
Time of possession 36:49 31:15 


RUSHING: Pit, Claypool 3-33, Harris 
11-28, Snell 12-22, Ballage 1-0, Roeth- 
lisberger 3-(-4). Bal, L-Murray 16-150, 
Huntley 12-72, Freeman 5-21, T.Williams 
1-4, Duvernay 1-2, Andrews 1-0. 
PASSING: Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 
30-44-1-244. Baltimore, Huntley 16-31- 
2-141, Koch 0-1-0-0. 

RECEIVING: Pittsburgh, D.Johnson 
7-51, Freiermuth 6-53, Claypool 5-37, 
Gentry 4-39, McCloud 4-37, Harris 4-27. 
Baltimore, Andrews 8-85, Brown 3-27, 
Bateman 2-22, Freeman 2-6, Oliver 1-1. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: Pittsburgh, 
Heyward 6-0-1, Fitzpatrick 6-0-0, T.Watt 
4-1-1, Wormley 4-0-1. Baltimore, Bynes 
6-2-0, Bowser 5-1-0, Seymour 3-0-1. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Pit, Te.Edmunds 1-0, 
Sutton 1-0. Baltimore, Stone 1-0. 


SAN FRANCISCO 27, 
L.A. RAMS 24, OT 
SanFrancisco 0 3 14 
L.A. Rams 3 14 0 
First Quarter 

LAR: FG Gay 43, 6:07. 
Second Quarter 

LAR: Higbee 2pass from Stafford (Gay 
kick), 10:26. 

LAR: Higbee 15pass from Stafford (Gay 
kick), 6:44. 

SF: FG Gould 42, :00. 

Third Quarter 

SF: Samuel 16run (Gould kick), 10:32. 
SF: Jennings 24pass from Samuel 
(Gould kick), 1:46. 

Fourth Quarter 

LAR: Kupp 4pass from Stafford (Gay 
kick), 2:29. 

SF: Jennings 14pass from Garoppolo 
(Gould kick), :26. 

First Overtime 

SF: FG Gould 24, 2:45. 


73— 27 
70-— 24 


TEAM STATS SF LAR 
First downs 23 19 
Total net yards 449 265 
Rushes-yards 31-135 27-64 
Passing 314 201 
Punt returns 1-14 2-40 
Kickoff returns 1-11 2-36 
Interceptions ret. 2-0 2-10 
Comp-att-int 24-33-2 21-32-2 
Sacked-yards lost 3-26 5-37 
Punts 4-43.75 4-49.5 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 0-0 
Penalties-yards 6-56 3-15 
Time of possession 36:44 31:24 


RUSHING: San Francisco, Mitchell 
21-85, Samuel 8-45, Hasty 1-4, Garop- 
polo 1-1. L.A. Rams, Michel 21-43, Kupp 
1-18, C.Akers 5-3. 

PASSING: San Francisco, Garoppolo 
23-32-2-316, Samuel 1-1-0-24. L.A. 
Rams, Stafford 21-32-2-238. 
RECEIVING: San Francisco, Aiyuk 6-107, 
Jennings 6-94, Kittle 5-10, Samuel 4-95, 
Hasty 2-21, Sherfield 1-13. L.A. Rams, 
Kupp 7-118, Higbee 6-55, C.Akers 3-10, 
Jefferson 2-31, Beckham 2-18, Michel 
1-6. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS: None. 
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WEATHER 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 


CONNECTICUT = WEATHER 
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shower or flurry is 8 1 21 possible at night. 20 breezy and cold. 14 courant.com/weather 
possible. 
YOURC AST Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. OUTLOOK 
Springfield Worcester Boston % Arctic air will begin spilling into the region on Monday. It will be partly 
/ 28/6 25/2 30/6 3, Provincetown —s Suny and breezy with northwest winds of 10 to 15 mph. The actual high 
! | 


temperature for today already occurred after midnight and the high 
temperatures listed in the YOURCAST map are today’s daytime highs. Lake 
effect snow showers and flurries are likely in New York and Pennsylvania 
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AROUND THE WORLD Today's forecast in cities not included in the maps above: pica ia = ls 7 = a al | prey pill nil 
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Mt. Wash. 6-26 Cc Cincinnati 32 12PC Orlando 76 51SH Athens 55 46SH Dublin 55 37 C_ Nassau 79 61 T = 40 
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LOCAL SCOREBOARD 


Rockford 6, Milwaukee 2 
Cleveland 2, Grand Rapids 1(OT) 
Chicago 6, lowa 2 

Manitoba 5, Texas 4 

Ontario 5, San Diego 4(OT) 
Colorado 3, Tucson 2(OT) 

San Jose 6, Henderson 3 
Sunday’s results 

Charlotte 3, Bridgeport 2(SO) 
Hershey 3, W-B/Scranton 2 
Chicago 4, Cleveland 3 
Stockton at Ontario, late 
Colorado at Tucson, late 
Bakersfield at Abbotsford, late 


RIT at Sacred Heart, 4p.m. 


WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


Wesleyan at Colby, 5p.m. 


Mount Holyoke, Vassar at Trinity, 1p.m. 


Vassar at Trinity, 1p.m. 


Saturday’s late high school results 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


NCCC 

Rockville 43, East Granby 36 

EAST GRANBY (0-4): Melina Betts 0-2-2, Sarah 
Springer 4-1-10, Ava Guyer 4-5-14, Sarah Phillips 
3-0-6, Tayler Hayes 1-0-2, Chloe Rapose 1-0-2. 
Totals 13-8-36. 

ROCKVILLE (1-5): Layla Tate 5-0-12, Makayla 
Major 1-0-2, Sara Stone 1-0-2, Caitlin Chatterton 
3-0-6, Chloe Keane 2-0-4, Jenny Gorski 4-3-11, 
Jaidan Torres 0-1-1, Anaya Tolton 2-0-5. Totals 


Goals: C—Zach Olson, Damon Zurolo, Devin CRAL: Civic Leadership at Weaver, 4:45p.m. 
Kelly, Evan Vasiljevs A—Dom Harris. Saves: C— SCC: West Haven at Cheshire, 6p.m. Sheehan 
Amaan Chaudhry, 24 A—Aiden Courtney, 40. at Guilford, 7p.m. SHA at Hand, 7p.m. 
Rec.: C—2-4-1 A—1-5. Note: Kelly scored his Amity at Mercy, 7:15p.m. 

first career varsity goal. ECC: NFA at Windham, 7p.m. 


Others: East Windsor at Innovation, 4:15p.m. 
WRESTLING 


Killingly at Capital Prep, 4:30p.m. 
Others 


; fe} | ={ BF [el ed. ¢ =a 
RHAM 60, Ellis Tech 18 


Ellis Tech 54, Suffield/Windsor Locks 24 CCC: East Catholic co-op at Conard/Hall, 7:20 
Amity 57, Newington 24 p.m. 
Darien 36, Newington 33 SCC: Amity co-op at West Haven/SHA, 4p.m. 


Southington Duals WRESTLING 


a Lae 51, nad 18 Atlantic GP W L OTL SOL PTS PCT onday’s schedule 
E 106 128 — 36 Platt 37, Conard 36 CCC-West: Farmington at Hall, 6p.m. Springfeld 30 18 9 2 1 39 .650 = springfield at Toronto. 3p.m. 
R 5 15 11 12 — 43 Conard 54, Hand 24 Hershey Bi dS 102 36. 625° See eenia at apcatcr Te 
Note: Gorski had 6rebounds. Monday’s high school schedule TRACK AND FIELD Hartford 2159 2 #2 + «34 «4607 ribsddatdieateie ees 
Others All games at 6:45p.m. unless noted adiccal ssa ceiiaieational Scuith Providence 26 139 3 1 30 577 Qtep Ng PF ae 
Newington 49, Trumbull 37 BOYS BASKETBALL ers: James Barber Invitational (Southern, Charlotte 99 15 12 2 0 32 .552 
NEWINGTON (8-0): Lily Ferguson 9-5-25, Karissa New Haven), 4p.m. H-K Invitational Lehigh Valley 27 9 115 2 25 .463 MEN'S 
Zocco 1-0-3, Selah Prignano 0-2-2, Bela Cucuta CCC-South: Platt at Lewis Mills (Floyd Little AC, New Haven), 5p.m. Bridgeport 35 12 16 3 4 31 .443 +~+«2‘Team CONF CPCT OVR_- PCT 
2-2-6, Marlie Zocco 1-0-3, Kendall Miller 3-2-10. CCC-Inter: Bristol Eastern at Rocky Hill, 6:30 BOYS SWIMMING W-B/Scranton 27 9 14 1 3. 22 .407 ~~ Providence 4-1 800 14-2 875 
Totals 16-11-49. : Villanova 4-1 .800 11-4 s133 
; p.m. East Hartford at Middletown North GP W L_ OTL SOL PTS PCT : 
Wright 2-0-5, Emi Roberto 3-1-10. Totals 13-6-37. ae , ‘ Seton Hall 2-2 500 11-3 .186 
Plainville at Simsbury — Hartford Public at Toronto 25 13 10 1 1 = 28 .560 
N 11 12 19 7 — 49 : WOMEN’S BASKETBALL St. John’s 1-1 500 9-4 .692 
T 7 6. 14 10 = 37 SEIS coer tisr ahd or ee Mier 2-3 400 10-6 625 
~~ ine: : : : Clevelan 27 119 4 3 29 .537 - : - ‘ 
Note: Miller had 8rebounds and M. Zocco had 6 snoreline: Hale: Raya East Hainpeony ep Fairfield 62, Rider 44 UConn {2 333 «10-4 — 714 
Sonia Old Saybrook at Morgan, 7p.m. Hadd- Sunday’s college results Syracuse 24 11 10 2 1 2% 621 
BOYS HOCKEY Branford at Portland, 7p.m. MEN’S BASKETBALL Central GPW L OM s0LPrsper Seow FF a hee UC 
CTC: Cheney Tech at Vinal Tech, 5:30p.m. Chicago 29 225 1 1 46 .793 DePaul , 0-4 000 9-5 643 
CCC-South CRAL: Innovation at MLC, 7p.m. Wesleyan 81, Bates 72 Manitoba 29 18 9 1 1 38 .655 Tuesday's schedule 
Hall 4, Rocky Hill co-op 2 SCC: Amity at Xavier, 5:30p.m. Cheshire Niagara 76, Quinnipiac 66 GrandRapids 28 13 10 4 1 31 .554 DePaul at Marquette, 7p.m. 
H 22 0 = 4 at Sheehan, 7p.m. Lyman Hall at Fair- Siena 69, Fairfield 62 Rockford 26 13 11 1 #41 «28 «538 eae at Creighton, 9p.m. 
Go Neen) Oner pie ai Mil 2 13 7 2 0 8 38 
Goals: H—Ben Gerken (2), Owen Miller, Matt Others: East Windsor at Civic Leadership, 5p.m. ble Slr Levert Milwaukee 32 13 17 2 O- 28 .438 eee , ea oe pal 
Ganey RH—Brody Davidson, Gabe Boily. Aerospace at Amistad, 6p.m. Bacon UConn 63, Creighton 55 Texas 25 8 13 3. 1 20 .400 ie cen 3-0 000 7.3 700 
Rec.: H—3-1 RH—2-3. Note: Miller and Hudson Academy at Windham Tech, 7p.m. Bates 91. Weslevan 82 Pacific GP W L_ OTL SOL PTS PCT Onn ; . . . 
y Creight 5-1 833. 10-4 714 
Hollander each had 2assists for Hall. Connor Stockton 28 20 5 2 1 43 .768 reignton . . 
Konopka had 2assists for Rocky Hill. GIRLS BASKETBALL MEN’S HOCKEY Ontario 25 16 6 2 1 35 .709 Marquette 2 hl 692 
CCC-Inter : a Henderson 26 15 8 2 1 33 .635 Villanova 22 500 85 615 
Canard 5. Nomhéastenid CCC-North: Rocky Hill at Hartford Public, 5:30 Williams 6, Wesleyan 1 Bakersheld 24 10 8 3 3 26 .542 Georgetown 1-1 500 6-4 .600 
; _ p.m. Tuesday’s college schedule St. John’s 1-2 333 5-8 385 
C 2 1 2 5 : Colorado 29 13 Il 3 2 31 .534 
CCC-East: East Hartford at E.O. Smith Seton Hall 1-3 250 6-6 500 
N 0 041 #- 1 . MEN’S BASKETBALL Tucson 24 11 10 2 kL 25 2521 : 
: CCC-Inter: Conard at Manchester South- Providence 1-3 250 6-7 462 
Goals: C— Aiden Shaughnessy, Brady Narus, ington at Plainville Hall at Wethersfield Abbotstord oe oe od i 3 250 2 
Jack Hodgson, Jack Wenz, Gavin McGowen 7p.m , Quinnipiac at Canisius, 2p.m. San Diego 24 10 12 2 O 22 .458 ste ae ra a rie 
N—Jason Tew. Saves: C—Blake Ittleson, 22 * ralimas mT lona at Fairfield, 2p.m. San Jose 28 12 15 1 #O 25 .446 uUler = . - . 
Shoreline: Old Lyme at Haddam-Kkillingworth, : os ’ Sunday’s results 
N—Jack Bell, 19. Rec.: C—3-3-1 N—0-6. . Mitchell at Trinity, 7p.m. Saturday’s late results : 
SCC/SWC 5:30p.m. Morgan at Old Saybrook, 7p.m. Hartford 2, Utica 1 UConn 63, Creighton 55 
Cheshire 4, Amity 1 Portland at North Branford, 7p.m. Lyman WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Bridgeport 5, Charlotte 1 Villanova at Georgetown, canceled 
, Hall at Law, 7p.m. Cromwell at Cogin- Tuesday’s schedule 
Cc 12 i1—- 4 h i chal Hershey 3, W-B/Scranton 0 : \ 
A 100-1 chaug, /p.m. Trinity at Mitchell, 6p.m. Syracuse 3, Rochester 1 Providence at Xavier, 7p.m 


CTC: Kaynor Tech at Cheney Tech, 5:30p.m. Belleville 7, Springfield 5 


MEN’S HOCKEY 


Get more out of your subscription 
by setting up your digital account 


It’s easy to start your online access! 
Visit: go-activate.com 
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